REV. HAROLD ROBINSON -
RECTOR OF COLEORTON PARISH 1901-1921

1654 Samuel Oldershaw intruded. (He was ejected in 1662, and
then went to Derbyshire as a chaplain in a private house-
hold. Apparently he later practised medicine).

1662 William Pestell restored. (See note below).

1667 William Pestell, M.A., by Thomas Beaumont, Viscount
Swords, on death of last Rector.

1696 John Harrison, A.M., by Roger Cave, of Stamford, co.
Northants and Thomas Greenwood of Chastleton, co. Oxon,
Gents., patrons pro hoc vice, on death of William Pestell.

1700 William Hunt, A.M., by Thomas, lord Beaumont, on death
of John Harrison. ;

1727 Henry Leybourne, by Sir George Beaumont, Bart., on res-
ignation of William Hunt.

1757 Thomas Beaumont, Clerk, by same patron, on death of
Henry Leybourne. ;

1761 Thomas Hurst, Clerk, by same patron, on death of Thomas
Beaumont.

1778 (Feb. 3rd.) William Beecher, M.A., by same patron, on
resignation of Thomas Hurst.

1778 (Dec. 26th) William Beecher, M.A., by same patron, on
his own resignation.

1785 William Beecher, M.A., by same patron, on cession of
himself.

1815 Francis Merewether, Clerk, by Sir George Beaumont, of
Cole Orton Hall, Bart., on cession of William Beecher.

1864 William Beresford Beaumont, M.A., Clerk, by Sir George
Beaumont, Bart., of Cole Orton Hall, on death of Francis
Merewether. £

1901 Harold Robinson, M.A. Clerk, by Sir George W. B.
Beaumont, Bart., on death of William Beresford Beaumont.

1921 John Nigel Philpott, M.A., Clerk, by Sir George Beaumont,
Bart., on cession of Harold Robinson.

1932 Herbert Edward Stevens, M.A. Clerk, by Sir George
Beaumont, Bart., on death of John Nigel Philpott.

1942 Alexander Eveleigh Agathos Eagar, Clerk, Captain (S.),
Royal Navy (Retired), by trustees of Sir George F.
Beaumont, Bart., on cession of Herbert Edward Stevens.
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Rev. Robinson was described as a big jovial man with a hearty laugh and a friendly
and welcoming personality. He spent 20 years of his early life as the Rector of
Coleorton from 1901 to 1921. Apparently he showed a high degree of loyalty to his
staff both at Coleorton and during subsequent incumbencies. The following
description in italics relates to the Rev. Robinson and his wife's time when he was
Rectory of the parish of Plumtree from 1926 to 1936, but undoubtedly would have
applied also during their time when he was Rector Of Coleorton from 1901 to
1921..... Despite the relative poverty of the villagers compared to the Rector and his
household, the Robinson family were actively involved in village life. The Robinson
daughters would sit with village children if their mother was ill or had to go shopping;
following the birth of a child, blankets and supplies would be sent; sick children would
be provided with calves foot jelly or junket as treatment; children were read to and
kept entertained. These and countless other acts of kindness were carried out by the
Robinsons without fuss and almost unseen.

Harold Robinson was born in Leicester in June 1869, the son of Charles Stephen
Robinson and Priscilla Whitmore. From his will it appears that Harold's father was a
manager of the family-owned Leicester Gasworks, on the board of directors of the
Leicester Savings Bank, and also a director of Parr's Bank. Clearly the family were
wealthy enough to provide their son Harold with a privileged education.

Harold gained a BA in Law from Christ Church, Oxford in 1892, and an MA in 1895.
He was ordained Priest in 1895 in Oxford. He was appointed Rector of St Mary the
Virgin church, Coleorton from 1901 - 1921, by Sir George Howland Willoughby
Beaumont,10th Baronet of Stoughton. The previous incumbent from 1864 to 1901
was William Beresford Beaumont M.A. who was at the living from 1864 to 1901.

Harold studied theology at Cuddesdon College from 1893 and was subsequently
Ordained Deacon in 1894 and Priest in 1895 in Oxford. He studied theology at
Cuddesdon College outside Oxford. It was founded by Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of
Oxford, in April 1853. The college is now called Ripon College, Cuddesdon having
amalgamated with Ripon Hall, Yorkshire in 1975. It is the largest ministry training
institution in the Church of England.

On 4th January 1899, Rev. Robinson married Annie Arabella Williams at the Priory
Church of St Seriol, Penmon in Anglesey.

Marriage of The Rev. Harold Robinson transcribed from the Bucks Herald -
Saturday 21 January 1899.

MARRIAGE OF THE REV. HAROLD ROBINSON -

Many of our readers will remember the Rev. H. Robinson, formerly curate of this
parish, and now assistant curate of St Giles, Reading, and will therefore be interested
in the following which is culled from the Lady's Pictorial of Jan 14th:-

"On the 4th inst., at the Priory Church of St Seriol, Penmon, Anglesey, by the Rev.
Canon T. W. Tuvor, assisted by the Rev. R. O. Williams (brother of the bride), and
the Rev. T. Li. Kyffin (vicar of Penmon), the Rev. Harold Robinson, M.A., son of
Charles Robinson, Esq., of Eastfield, near Leicester, to Annie Arabella, daughter of
the late Henry Owen Williams, Esq., J.P., D.L., of Tre Castell and Tre Arddur,
Anglesey.



"The bride, who was given away by her mother, was attired in a gown of white satin
trimmed with Brussels lace, and wore a wreath of real orange blossoms in her hair
and also on her dress, her veil being of Brussels lace. The bridesmaids were Miss
Alice Williams (sister of the bride), and the Misses Edith and Nellie Robinson (sisters
of the bridegroom), Masters Dicky and Freddy Burton and Miss Mary Burton, the little
triplet children of Mr. J. H. Burton of The Friars, Anglesey, carrying the train. The
bridesmaids wore pale blue cloth trimmed with otter fur, with vests of white satin and
lace, and hats en suite. Mr Stephen Robinson (brother of the bridegroom) performed
the duties of best man. "After the ceremony, a reception was held at Tre Castell, at
which nearly a hundred guests were present, and later in the afternoon the happy
pair left for Bordighera to spend the honeymoon, the bride travelling in pale grey cloth
with cape and hat in the same shade trimmed with violet. "

Harold and Annie had five children including four daughters that were all born within
the first 9 years of his Rectorship at Coleorton.

e Alice Mary Gwenyd (known as "Gwenyd") born in 1902; Gwenyd worked as a
nurse missionary and was often posted abroad.

e |sobel Sarah Priscilla ("Priscilla") born in 1903;

e Marian Amy Muzio Yvonne ("Muzio") born in 1907;

e Edith Anne Philippa ("Philippa") born in 1909.

The following photographs were all taken whilst they were living at Coleorton on April
20th 1918. Sadly,, no photograph of the Rev. Robinson was available to the author at
the time of writing. These beautiful studio portraits were taken by W. W. Winter of
Derby.

GWENYD PRISCILLA



Muzio and Philippa with Annie Arabella



DETAILS OF THE ROBINSON HOUSEHOLD LIVING AT THE RECTORY IN THE
1911 CENSUS

Harold Robinson (Head), age 41, married, Clergyman (Established Church)
Annie Arabella Robinson (Wife), age 43, married to Harold for 12 years
Alice Mary Gwenyd Robinson (Daughter), age 8

Isobel Sarah Priscilla Robinson (Daughter), age 7

Marian Amy Muzio Yvonne Robinson (Daughter), age 4

Edith Anne Philippa Robinson (Daughter), age 1

Herbert Simon Carey (Sister-in-law's husband), age 54, Assistant Secretary
at the GPO

Alice Henrietta Carey (Sister-in-law), age 47. Sister of Annie Arabella
Robinson

Ella Elizabeth Shackleford, age 33, children's governess

Ethel Jowett, age 29, children's nurse

Frances Adcock, age 20, house parlour maid

Millicent Mary Reed, age 15, "between" maid

It is interesting to note that they were supported by four staff living at the rectory also

DETAILS OF THE COOMBER HOUSEHOLD LIVING AT THE RECTORY LODGE
IN THE 1911 CENSUS

Note that William Coomber was the Groom and Domestic Gardener living at the
Rectory Lodge with his wife and family. The Coombers' moved with The Rev.
Robinson when he became Rector of Plumtree from 1926 to 1936.

William Coomber (Head), age 41, married, Groom and Gardener (Domestic)
Annie Clara Coomber (Wife), age 40, married to William for 16 years

Alice Mary Coomber (Daughter), age 15

Gladys Ruth Marjorie Coomber (Daughter), age 2



WILLIAM COOMBER & HIS WIFE ANNIE CLARA

After the Rev. Harold Robinson left the living at Coleorton in 1921, he became the
Vicar of Christ Church, Downside (1921 to 1926), and the Rector of Plumtree from
June 1926 to October 1936. Plumtree is a village and civil parish in the borough of
Rushcliffe, Nottinghamshire. He lived there in the Rectory on Church Hill (these days
known as the ‘Old Rectory’) with his wife and three daughters. He was appointed
Rural Dean of the South Bingham Deanery in 1928.

The above photograph depicting William Coomber and his wife, was taken after the
Rev. Robinson moved to become Rector of Plumtree in 1921. William Coomber died
in 1934 and was buried in Plumiree churchyard. When Rev. Harold was appointed
Rector of Plumtree, William Coomber, his wife Annie Clara and his younger daughter
Gladys came to Plumtree with him and moved into Rectory Cottage on Church Lane,
which was at that time owned by the church.

Rev. Robinson was the last rector of Plumtree to live in the Old Rectory. The building
was sold by the Church of England in 1936 and a more modern Rectory was built
further down Church Hill. At this time, the gate between the church and Rectory
(used by the Sunday School children) was bricked up, but its outline can still be seen
in the wall behind the wheelie bins.



ROBINSON FAMILY BURIALS IN ST. MARY'S CHURCH
GRAVEYARD, COLEORTON

The graves of Priscilla Robinson, and Harold & Annie Arabella Robinson
shown below, lie next to each other in the graveryard of the
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Coleorton.

Continued over page



Sadly Priscilla Robison died in Coleorton in March 1920, aged 18, whilst her father
was still the Rector there.

PRISCILLA ROBINSON'S GRAVE & HEAD STONE

The inscription reads:

Priscilla
daughter of
Harold Robinson
rector
and Anne Arabella
his wife

fell asleep March 27th 1920
aged 18 years



THE REV. ROBINSON & HIS WIFE'S GRAVE & HEADSTONE
The inscription reads:

Harold Robinson
beloved rector
of
Cole Orton from 1901 to 1921
died 4th January 1944
aged 74 years
| know that my Redeemer liveth
and
Annie Arabella his beloved wife
died 26th March 1957 aged 89 years
Bless the Lord O my soul



IN MEMORY OF THE REV. HAROLD ROBINSON

On the door to the vestry, of St. Mary's church is a brass plate:

* The clock and chimes in the tower were put in motion by friends of St. Mary’s in memory
of Rev. HAROLD ROBINSON MA Rector of Coleorton 1901-1921



