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FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH 
 
The 10th Earl Ferrers at the age of 32. 

A tinted lithograph, published in The Sporting Gazette and Agricultural Journal      
29th of November 1879 

 
PREFACE 
 
Although the author has already published on his website a substantial volume on 
the Shirleys / Ferrers families, it was felt that this history of the 10th Earl Ferrers 
should be published separately as it marked a turning point in the fortunes of the 
family. 
 
Numerous free to download and read publications centred around the areas of 
Staunton Harold, Lount and Heath End can be found on the author's website :- 
www.samueltstewart.com 

 

 
 

© Samuel T Stewart – May 2024 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,  

stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any  
means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise without first seeking  

the written permission of the author 
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GIRDWOOD’S 1859 STAUNTON HAROLD ESTATE MAP. 
 

The original is held at the Leicester Record Office  
(copyright owned by the originator). 

 
The area of land amounted to - 1986 Acres 0 roods 2 poles 
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The 9th Earl, Washington Sewallis Shirley died on 13th March 1859 at Staunton 
Harold where he was buried in the church graveyard. He was succeeded by his only 
son Sewallis Edward Shirley, 10th Earl Ferrers (1847-1912), as an infant at twelve 
years of age. The 10th Earl was born at Staunton Harold on the 24th January, 1847 to 
Countess Augusta Annabella, who the 9th Earl married on the 23rd July, 1844. She 
was the daughter of Lord Edward Chichester, 4th Marques of Donegall and his wife 
Amelia Spread Deane Grady.  
 
Maybe the Earl's succession to the title at such a young age had an influence on the 
later excessive style in which he apparently lived his life. Under the 10th Earl, the 
Ferrers' entered an age of unparalleled excess which caused severe financial 
hardship for those that followed. John Fox in his book entitled “Staunton Harold”, tells 
us that in the 53 years that the 10th Earl was the head of the family, he had a great 
effect on Staunton Harold and the family’s fortunes, and was the last member to live 
there in great style, his footmen having powdered heads and wearing silk stockings, 
with silver horse shoes on their sleeves. 
 
As an infant, the 10th Earl's guardians were his Grandma, Lady Countess Augusta 
Annabella, the 9th Earl’s wife, Lord Edward Chichester her father, Wootton Abney 
esq., of Measham Hall, and Rev Richard Rideway Parry Mealey of Anglesey Church.  
 
In his early years, a rather interesting case was held in Chancery on August 5th 1861 
to apparently make a judgment on the fitness of the Earl, who was aged 14 at this 
time, to attend public school. Two letters were presented, the originals of which are 
held at the L&RRO and read as follows:- 
         
         
        16 George St  
        Hanover Square 
        17th August 1860 
Dear Lady Ferrers, 
 After hearing Lord Ferrers history (the 10th Earl) and a careful examination of 
his person, I am of the opinion that it would be unwise to place him at a public school. 
The excitement incidental to such institutions might I think prove injurious to his 
Lordship’s health and under the circumstances I would strongly recommend private 
tuition – care being taken that his Lordship should have every facility and 
encouragement to practice all, or most of the manly sports peculiar to young 
Englishmen. 
     I am dear Lady Ferrers 
     Yours very faithfully and obediently 
     Jas Ferguson    
         
        Melbourne 
        August 3rd 1861 
  
I have been the medical attendant of Earl Ferrers from his infancy and have had 
constant opportunities of seeing him. I consider him to be physically and morally unfit 
to be exposed to the ordeal of a public school like Eton or Harrow – I feel that it 
would be productive of much injury to him. 
       Richard T Tarker 
       MRCS 
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Sewallis was actually taught by private tuition following which he went to Trinity 
College, Cambridge c.1863 (aged 16) and obtained a B.A. in 1867 and an M.A. in 
1871.  
 
On the 8th of February 1869, Sewallis Edward Shirley, 10th Earl Ferrers (age 22) 

was appointed Deputy Lieutenant of Derbyshire.  
 

THE MARRIAGE OF THE 10th EARL FERRERS 
 
He married at 38 years of age, an Irish lady by the name of Lady Ina Maude Hedges-
White, daughter of William Henry Hare Hedges-White, 3rd Earl of Bantry and Jane 
Herbert, on 24 October 1885. She became Countess Ferrers by marriage. They 
didn’t have any children.  
 
TRANSCRIBED FROM THE LEICESTER CHRONICLE – APRIL 24TH 1886 

 
PRESENTATION TO EARL FERRERS  

 
At a recent meeting of the Earl Ferrers hounds at Staunton Harold, the members of 
the hunt presented his lordship with a handsome silver service on the occasion of his 
marriage with the Lady Ina Maude Hedges - White. The presentation was made by 
the Earl of Loudon. 

 
CELEBRATIONS FOR THE COMING OF AGE OF THE  

10TH EARL FERRERS 
 

The following describes the celebrations which were held for him on achieving his 
majority on January 24th 1868., which took place at both the Chartley and Staunton 
estates, and also describes his return from Chartley to Staunton passing through 
Ashby de la Zouch and Lount to Staunton Harold Hall. 
 
TRANSCRIBED FROM THE LEICESTER JOURNAL – 31ST JANUARY 1868 
 
On Friday last, the twenty-fourth instant, was the 21st birthday of the Right Hon. 
Sewallis Edward Shirley, 10th Earl Ferrers, and was celebrated at Chartley Castle, 
the ancient seat of the family, one of the oldest in the British peerage. His Lordship’s 
father had died in 1857, and the noble Earl, with the countess and his sister, the Lady 
Augusta Shirley, has since resided at Staunton Harold, the family seat in 
Leicestershire, visiting Chartley only to shoot and hunt, sports in which the noble earl 
takes a warm interest. After being educated by a private tutor, his lordship entered, 
as a student at Trinity College, Cambridge, and took his degree of B.A.  
 
 Lord Ferrers, the countess, Capt. Walsh, and the Lady Augusta left Staunton 
Harold on Wednesday for the Chartley Estate, (at some point after the death of the 
9th Earl, the Countess seems to have married for the second time to Capt. Walsh)  
but previously Mr. Leadbetter, the house steward, distributed the flesh of an ox 
weighing twelve scores and a quarter, and of two fat sheep, with bread and ale, 
amongst the cottagers of the Staunton estate.  
  
 After leaving Staunton Harold, the coach-and-four containing the noble party 
was met at the border of the Chartley estate at Leafields, on the Uttoxeter and 
Stafford road, by the principal tenants of the Chartley Estate, some of whom, on 
horseback, wore their uniform as members of the yeomanry.  

https://www.twentytrees.co.uk/HISTORY/England/Thing/Lord-Lieutenant.html?oj1Y3UkO#CekqKGUL
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After those assembled had cheered the earl and his noble mother and sister, the 
carriage proceeded and met a crowd of upwards of 500, consisting of the school 
children, tenantry etc., at the principal entrance to the Hall, where an arch, very 
tastefully decorated with evergreens and bearing the crest of the family with the 
inscription “Welcome” had been erected. Several of the gentry in their carriages were 
also present. The noble earl was received with loud applause, and on reaching the 
hall was introduced to the tenants, with whom he shook hands, expressing his warm 
thanks for the reception given to him. The tenantry were liberally supplied with wine 
by Mr. Hewlett. 
  

 
 

The Hall that was re-built in the Elizabethan Style after the fire in 1847, which 
subsequently became known as Chartley Castle. Fortunately the family were in 

residence at Staunton Harold when the fire occurred. 
 

 
 

The original Chartley Castle ruins 
 
The season being unfavourable for out-door amusements, they have been deferred 
to the summer. Two of the wild oxen for which Chartley Castle is celebrated, which 
had been fed in a paddock adjoining the park, were slaughtered and the flesh was 
distributed to 130 cottagers on the estate, with bread and ale, on Thursday, so as to 
enable them to enjoy themselves on the festive day, and a baron of beef and two 
rounds from the oxen were sent to the dinners at Shirleywich, Weston and Hixon. 
Cannon placed on the Cage Hill fired 21 rounds at noon, and at the time the clergy 
and the tenants on the estate arrived in carriages and on foot at the hall to present an 
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address, and were received in the dining-room by the 10th Earl Ferrers, the 
Countess Ferrers, Capt. Walsh, and the Lady Augusta Shirley (sister of the 10th 
Earl). 
 The address had been most beautifully illuminated in colour on vellum by Mr. 
Cull, an ecclesiastical inscriptionist to the firm of Burns, Lambert and Oates, Portman 
street, London. It was headed by the arms of the family, with the motto Honor virtutis 
premium. The shield containing the arms of Shirley, Devereux, Bouchier, Plantagenet 
(Thomas of Woodstock), quartered with the lilies of France and the lions of England. 
The address was beautifully emblazoned and the facsimiles of the signatures of 200 
persons were headed with the parishes to which they belonged, and the famous 
horse shoe also associated with the family arms was judiciously introduced in the 
ornamentations. The address was enclosed in a very handsome oak box made from 
an old tree grown on the estate, with the coronet and other silver mountings.  
 

 
  
The Rev. W. Hides, with whom Mr. Wooley, of Amerton, chairman and treasurer of 
the testimonial committee, was associated, presented the address, observing, as he 
did so, that he presented it as the incumbent of the home parish, in the name of the 
clergy and tenantry of the Chartley Estate, and they all thanked his lordship for 
affording that opportunity of expressing the warm feelings of congratulation with 
which they hailed his arrival amongst hem. The address was as follows:- 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SEWALLIS EDWARD SHIRLEY -  EARL 
FERRERS, VISCOUNT TAMWORTH, AND A BARONET 
  
We, the undersigned clergy and tenantry of your Lordship, inhabitants of Chartley 
extra parochial, and of the parishes of Stowe, Colwich, Weston-on-Trent, Gayton, 
Fradswell, Gratwich, and Kingston, desire to express our warmest congratulations to 
your Lordship on the very interesting and important occasion of your attaining your 
majority and entering upon the possession and enjoyment of the estates, illustrious 
titles, and high constitutional privileges which devolve upon you as a Peer of this 
Christian realm and the representatives of your very ancient and honourable house. 
 It is a cherished privilege of many of us to retain a deep and lasting sense of 
the kind of courtesy and liberal sympathy which we have experienced from your late 
noble father; and we especially rejoice to think that there is an early prospect of your 
Lordship’s residing amongst us, on the ancient domain of Chartley. 
 We desire, with every sentiment of respect and esteem, to express our 
heartfelt wishes that the success that has rested upon your course at the University 
may ever attend you, and that you may enjoy every blessing, temporal and spiritual, 
throughout a long, useful, and an honoured life. 
 With our sincere prayers for your Lordship’s health, and for that of your 
excellent mother, the Countess Ferrers, of your amiable sister, the Lady Augusta 
Shirley, and of every member of your noble family. 
 We have the honour to be your Lordship’s most obedient and very humble 
servants. 
 

  
His Lordship, after carefully examining the address and handing it to his mother, the 
Countess, and Lady Augusta, returned his sincere thanks for the flattering terms in 
which it couched, more especially as many of the names he read there were those of 
tenants with whom he was not personally acquainted. He was fully aware of the 
many duties and responsibilities which the day devolved upon him, and assured 
them that it would be his earnest endeavour to maintain the friendly relations which 
existed between his tenantry and himself by looking after their wants and interests, 
and the improvements of his estates. Here were many ties which should bind 
together landlord and tenant, and he thought the oftener they met the closer those 
ties would be drawn. His Lordship then thanked them for their kindness, and hoped 
that before long he should be personally acquainted with everyone on his estate, and 
that he might realize the good wishes they had so kindly expressed (Applause). 
 Mr. Yates, addressing his Lordship, said he was about to enter on the highest 
and most honourable position to which an English nobleman could attain – to 
become the landlord of a numerous English tenantry, a class of men who had always 
been considered the most loyal in these realms. They were, said Mr. Yates, about to 
enter into partnership with his lordship, and should place him at the head of the firm, 
for it would be his lordship that they would have to look for co-operation in that 
partnership, so that it might carry on their occupation as farmers both to his lordship’s 
and their own advantage, as they were mutually interested in acting on the motto 
“Live and let live”. After an extensive practice of more than fifty years in the 
cultivation of the land, he was of the opinion that farming was still in its infancy, 
compared with what would be attained when the farmers were placed under liberal 
landlords, without very strict agreements, for too strict agreements were injurious 
alike to landlord and tenant. He felt confident that his lordship’s energetic agent, Mr. 
Ralston, would endorse his remarks, and they were assured that, under his able 
management, the interests of both landlord and tenant would be fairly balanced. 
 His lordship has received a number of beautiful presents on the attainment of 
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his majority. Earl Ferrers then drank the health of the tenants and their families on 
the Chartley estate. Mr. Chas. Spenser, whose family had been on the estate for at 
least 200 years, responded in suitable terms. 
 The Rev. Mr. Hides proposed the health of Earl Ferrers in very appropriate 
terms, and the toast was most cordially received, and was followed by a hearty round 
of applause, cheers being added for the Countess, Capt. Walsh, and the Lady 
Augusta. 
 Lord Ferrers acknowledged the toast with much feeling, observing that if good 
wishes could ensure his happiness he could not fail to be the most fortunate of men. 
 The health of the Countess Ferrers, Capt. Walsh and lady Augusta Shirley 
was proposed by the Rev. S. Plant, and responded to by Capt. Walsh, who said he 
was quite sure that the Countess Ferrers only required to be known to be 
appreciated, and he was satisfied that the more they knew of her son, the more 
highly they would esteem him. 
 Mr. Woodroffe, who, with Mrs. Woodroffe, was present, responded for the 
Lord Lieutenant and the County Magistrates, proposed by Mr. Yates, observing, as 
he did so, that they gave Lord Ferrers that cordial reception not only because of his 
high position, but because of the promise he gave of worthily filling it of being “the 
right man in the right place”. 
 Mr. Woolley gave the health of Mr. Ralston, the agent of the estate, as one 
who did justice between landlord and tenant, and Mr. Ralston briefly replied. 
 Capt. Walsh then asked the company to drink the health of the three oldest, 
best, and most faithful servants any family ever had, whom they took great pride to 
regard, not as servants merely, but as friends. -  Mr. Thomas Leadbitter, Mr. Thomas 
Hewlett, and Mrs. Heslop. 
 The toast was most warmly received, and the Countess, who had left the 
room, stood near the door whilst it was being proposed, and united heartily in the 
applause with which it was received. Mr. Leadbetter responded in suitable terms. 

 

 
 

Mr. Leadbetter (the Butler) seated in the centre of the photograph 
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THE JOURNEY TO STAUNTON HAROLD FROM THE 
CHARTLEY ESTATE PASSING THROUGH   
ASHBY - DE - LA - ZOUCH AND LOUNT  

 
TRANSCRIBED FROM THE LEICESTER CHRONICLE – 8TH FEBRUARY 1868 
 
On Monday last, the town of Ashby was the scene of considerable gaiety, in 
consequence of the anticipated arrival of the youthful Earl Ferrers, who was expected 
to pass through the town on his way from Chartley Castle, Staffordshire to Staunton 
Harold. On the occasion, the gentry and tradesmen of Ashby determined to give him 
a hearty welcome, by a grand display of flags and banners, which reached from the 
corner of Bath Street to the top of Wood Street. In the latter street there was a 
magnificent triumphal arch reaching entirely across the street, composed of laurel, in 
the centre of which hung a banner with the words in huge characters, “Welcome”. For 
the space of two hours, the streets were literally lined with eager spectators, although 
a misty rain kept continually falling. About half-past three o’clock his lordship drove 
through the town in a coach and four, with postillions, amidst loud acclamations. By 
the side of the earl sat Capt. Walsh (2nd husband of the Countess) and in the interior 
of the coach the Countess Ferrers, who waved a white handkerchief as they passed 
along.  
 
On arriving at the outskirts of the wood (Lount Wood?), the equipage was met by his 
lordship’s tenantry on horseback, who formed a cavalcade, and conducted him to 
Staunton Hall, which is situated in a beautiful valley on the left of the Nottingham 
road from Ashby, and was designed and built by Washington, fifth earl Ferrers. On 
arriving at the rustic village, his lordship again met with a most welcome and 
enthusiastic reception from the villagers, and others who flocked to the spot. On the 
left to the village is a garden, at the entrance of which was an arch composed of 
evergreens, and a lofty pole, at the top of which hung a profusion of ribbons of 
various colours; while at the house of Mr. Wilson, the earthenware manufacturer, a 
number of flags hung out, and over the warehouse was suspended the Union Jack. 
Overhanging the road was a beautiful triumphal arch, composed of evergreens, in 
the centre of which there was a banner bearing the words, “Welcome Noble Earl”.  
 

 
 
Coleorton Pottery and Mr. Wilson's house mentioned in the above text is on the 

left and the Ferrer's Arms opposite it on the right c.1930 
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The preceding photograph is looking towards Ashby. The road at the time would 
have been the Ashby to Sawley turnpike but the overall scene would have been 
much the same at the time the party passed through on the way to Staunton Harold 
(without the poles and electricity cables of course). 
 
On arriving at Staunton Harold lodge gates, kept by Mrs. Fairbrother, there was a 
grand wreath of evergreens, and, over the gateway hung a centre piece, in the midst 
of which were armorial bearings, and the words, “Riches and honour attend thee”, 
and “He will direct thy paths”. 
 

 
 
 In the evening, the Eight Hasting Rifle Band attended at the request of his 
lordship, and performed selections of music in the ancient baronial hall. On Tuesday 
the committee of the tenantry of the estate and tradesmen of Ashby waited upon the 
noble earl, and proceeded to present him with a testimonial. The committee, who 
arrived at the hall about twelve o’clock, were met by the Ashby band on the carriage 
drive and conducted to the hall, the band taking up position on the lawn. The 
testimonial consisted of a beautiful and massive candelabrum, of octagon shape, and 
of a new and handsome design, and bore the coronet, &c., of he house of Shirley, 
with six branches attached, and glasses affixed to some, either for light or flowers. 
On the base were the words:- 
 
 “Presented to the Right Honourable Sewallis Edward Earl Ferrers’ 
On the attainment of his majority, January 4th 1868, 
By the tenantry of the estate of Staunton Harold, 
Tradesmen of Ashby de la Zouch and neighbourhood” 
 
The testimonial was accompanied by an address, which was read by Mr. Earp, his 
lordship’s eldest tenant, to which the noble earl replied. This splendid piece of plate, 
which was selected by Mr. Charles Orchard, of Ashby, and has been greatly 
admired, was purchased at a cost of £130. After partaking of refreshments at the hall, 
the committee returned to their homes. 
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The above parchment, the original which was beautifully decorated in colour, along 
similar lines to the one referred to in the Chartley celebration, includes the address 
which was read by Mr. Earp to Sewallis Edward Shirley, 10th Earl Ferrers, on behalf 
of the tenantry of his Staunton Estate and the tradesmen of the family in Melbourne 
and Ashby de la Zouch on the occasion of his majority. It was signed by many of the 
tenantry and tradesmen, and those names that are readable are listed below. It is 
headed by the arms of the family, with the motto Honor virtutis premium. The shield 
containing the arms of Shirley, Devereux, Bouchier, Plantagenet (Thomas of 
Woodstock), quartered with the lilies of France and the lions of England, and the 
shield is supported by the talbot and Stag which also feature on the top of the 
baroque gate pillars at Staunton Hall which are shown earlier. The address reads as 
follows:- 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
SEWALLIS EDWARD EARL FERRERS 
MY LORD 
 We the tenantry of the Staunton estate and the tradesmen of the family 
residing in Ashby de la Zouch and Melbourne, and the neighbourhood, approach 
your Lordship with heartfelt welcome and the warmest wishes on your coming of age 
to enter on the domain of your ancient house and take your place in the halls of your 
forefathers. 
 Our long connection with your Lordship’s family affords us the opportunity of 
offering our congratulations on this joyous event, and when we visit the fair promise 
of your opening years, we cannot more truly mark our feelings by the utterance of a 
hopeful prayer that your Lordship may ever manifest that true loftiness of mind which 
enabled one of your ancestors as has been fully said “ To do the best things in the 
worst times and to hope them in the most calamitous”, and that an all wise 
providence man grant you length of days to follow his noble example in times more 
peaceful and happy. 
 To hand down to posterity the connection existing between your Lordship’s 
family and ourselves, we beg your Lordship to accept the accompanying 
candelabrum, and we have the honour to remain your Lordship’s obedient and 
faithful servants 

 

Thomas Bagnall   R. W. Emery   Niven Ralston 
William Baker   William Ensor   Redfern & Johnson 
J. Barker   William Fairbrother  William Richards 
Thomas Bird   Joseph Fletcher  William   ? 
Bird & Dyer       ? Goodman  Savidge & Davenport 
J. Blood & Sons  Richard Green   Joseph Smith 
William Bolland   William Hall   John Smith 
M. Bostock   William Harris   S. Helford Shelson ?? 
  ? Bowler   William Hatton   Henry Spencer 
William Briggs   Thomas Hewlett  Samuel Stewart 
John Brown   Hannah Heslop   William Stubbs 
Joseph Bancroft ??  Isiah & Edward Ison  Joseph Stubbs 
William Brown   John T Jessop ??  Ann Marie Thirlby 
Joseph Burton   Henry King   Frederick Thornley 
Arthur Barrat   Thomas Leadbitter  Edward Thompson 
James Cheatle   Thomas Litherland  William Thompson 
Davenport & Allen    ??    & Sons   T & J Topliss 
Thomas Dunnicliffe  Thomas Mason   William Walker 
William Dunnicliffe  Charles Mathews  Thomas Wilson 
Thomas Earp     ?? Mills   Thomas Whyman 
Henry ? Earp   Charles Orchard  Edwin Whyman 
James Edwards  George Orchard  William Wright 
John & Charless Ellis & Co ?? Robert Orchard   
John Ellis   Thomas Orchard 

 
 
The following quote which is included in the transcribed address on the previous 
page …………“ To do the best things in the worst times and to hope them in the most 
calamitous”……is included in the inscription above the great west door of the Chapel 
of the Holy Trinity as part of the epitaph to Sir Robert Shirley, 4th baronet, which was 
written by Archbishop Gilbert Sheldon of Canterbury, who was one of the devines 
who had been given sanctuary in the hall during the Civil War. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF LADY AUGUSTA AMELIA SHIRLEY, 
SISTER OF THE 10TH EARL 

– AUGUST 19TH 1873 
 
TRANSCRIBED FROM THE LEICESTER JOURNAL – 22ND AUGUST 1873 
 
WEDDING FESTIVITIES AT STAUNTON HAROLD 
MARRIAGE OF LADY AUGUSTA SHIRLEY TO SIR ARCHDALE PALMER, BART. 
 
The newspaper report is far too lengthy to transcribe in full, so a synopsis only 
follows:- 
Tuesday last was a day which will not be easily forgotten by the inhabitants of 
Staunton Harold and the villagers in its immediate neighbourhood. Staunton Harold 
was en fete for an event which was fixed to come off, the like of which had not been 
seen in the parish for more than one hundred years. It was the marriage of one of the 
members of the Ferrer’s family. 
 Lady Augusta Shirley, sister of the present Earl Ferrers (10th Earl), is a young 
lady who is much respected in the neighbourhood. Her kindness, courtesy, and 
affable demeanor towards those she is acquainted, has endeared her to the hearts of 
of all, and in the town of Ashby, and the villages on the Ferrer’s estate, she is 
sincerely loved. And when it was finally settled that she was to be the happy bride of 
Sir Archdale Palmer, Bart., of Wanlip Hall, near Leicester, the tenantry of Staunton 
Harold and Melbourne, and the tradesmen of Ashby determined that they would do 
full honour to the occasion. 
 The hour chosen for the celebration of the ceremony was half-past eleven, 
and shortly before the time, a goodly company from miles around had assembled on 
the grounds adjoining the hall to share in the festivities. The heavy rain which had 
fallen the whole of the previous night and also during the morning, had saturated the 
turf in fron of the hall, but this did not deter the ladies from coming to the front. There 
were several hundred persons present, exclusive of about seventy of the more 
immediate friends and family, invited to the mansion. 
 The ivy clad beautiful chapel built by Robert Shirley in 1653, and in which the 
marriage took place (by special dispensation) is situated close to the hall, and on the 
banks of the picturesque lake. 
 Over the pathway from the hall to the church, an arcade was erected, covered 
in canvas, which was supported by several painted pillars. Festoons of flowers and 
evergreens hung from pole to pole and a crimson cloth was laid on the pathway. In 
the church itself a crimson drugget was laid from the western entrance along the 
central aisle to the alter steps, and on the buttresses of the arches were suspended 
wreaths of water lilies surmounted by blue rosettes. Similar decorations were 
observable in front of the carved oak panels of the organ gallery. 
 The Ashby Rifle Volunteer Band was stationed in a marquee close to the 
church, and as the hour approached for the interesting event to take place, the 
tenants and tradesmen together with their wives and daughters, flocked into the 
church. The band meanwhile struck up the appropriate tune “Haste to the Wedding”. 
The female domestics attired in dresses and head dresses of blue (his lordship’s 
colour) next entered the sacred edifice, and were stationed in the central aisle. Then 
came the ladies and gentlemen from the hall. (Far too many to many to mention 
here). The Countess of Ferrers and Captain Walsh (her second husband) were the 
next arrivals, and they were shortly afterwards followed by the bride, who, leaning on 
her brother’s arm, was received at the chapel porch at twenty minutes to twelve by 
her six bridesmaids, whose costumes were white tarlatan, trimmed with blue and 
white lace of the same; white tulle bonnets with corn flowers and wheat ears, 
bouquets, and gold lockets with monogram, the gifts of the bridegroom. 
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 The bride, who really looked charming was attired in white poult de soie, with 
flounces and trimmings of beautiful Brussels lace, ornaments, and diamonds, the gift 
of the bridegroom; on each were diamond bracelets, given by her mother and 
brother, that given by the latter being remarkable, not only on account of its size and 
brilliancy, but as bearing the name “Augusta” in diamonds, surrounded by diamond 
horse shoes and Boucher knots, the badges of the Ferrers family. 
 After the service the children of Lord Ferrers private school, in white spotted 
dresses, and straw hats trimmed with blue, strewed flowers in the path of the bride, 
the organ bursting out with the “Wedding March” as the company were leaving the 
chapel. 
 Amongst the gifts specially mentioned was a splendid silver gilt dressing 
case, presented by the tenantry of Staunton Harold, and the tradesmen of Ashby and 
Melbourne employed by the Ferrers family. The dressing case reflected great credit 
on the makers, Messrs. W. Payne and Son, London. It was supplied by Mr. E. 
Whyman, and selected by the Countess Ferrers from eight. The gifts also comprised 
a costly gold necklace and diamond locket, given by the tenantry of the Charley 
estate, and a handsome jewel case with inscription, together with a beautifully bound 
prayer book, from the attached household of Stasunton Harold. 
 The following gifts were also presented to Lady Augusta – A diamond 
bracelet from Earl Ferrers; a gold bracelet and locket with monogram from Sir A. 
Palmer; a beautiful gold necklace , earrings, and broach from Lord E. Chichester; 
handsome gold locket with monogram from Lady E. Chichester; silver necklace, 
earrings and broach, from Miss Chichester; gold chain and locket, set with pearls and 
diamonds, from Captain Walsh; a beautiful gold locket, set with turquoises, pears and 
diamonds from Miss Clara Walsh; massive gold bracelet and turquoise locket, from 
Mr. and Mrs. Walsh; large gold ear-rings, from the misses Walsh. 
A percentage of the other presents from donors that were listed were – Enamelled 
travelling clock, Maltese lace flounces, Brussels lace veil, a beautiful gold locket with 
monogram in diamonds and emeralds, a gold locket set with pearls and emeralds, a 
Chinese cabinet and an oxydised silver photograph stand, a handsome oxydised 
silver carriage clock and a bracelet and ear-rings, a handsome gold locket with of 
pearls and lapis lazuli, gold bracelet with pearls and malachite, and a handsome 
Louis Quartz library clock, an antique pearl and enamel locket and a splendid ormolu 
inkstand, Venetian looking glass and an envelope case with clock and letter weights, 
a gold necklace with turquoise and diamonds and ear-rings to correspond, a gold 
bracelet set with pearls and a beautifully fitted dispatch box, a gold locket with 
monogram, a gold bracelet with turquoises, a silver scent bottle mounted in gold with 
gold monogram, a gold bracelet with turquoises, a silver scent bottle mounted in gold 
with gold monogram, a gold beehive fitted as a work box, coral brooch and ear-rings, 
a gilt carriage clock and aneroid in case, a gilt and ormolu looking glass and 
candlesticks of beautiful design, a hall letter box, a case of handsome books, very 
handsome Oriental jars and a pair of Dresden candelabra, glass claret jug with silver 
mountings, silver goblet set with gold coins, an oak beer jug and goblet mounted in 
silver, a claret jug with silver gilt mountings, a glass jar mounted in silver and a silver 
tankard, a silver salver. 
 The tenantry and tradesmen, to the number of two hundred, including their 
wives and daughters, were generously invited by Earl Ferrers to a sumptuous feast 
provided in a marquee, on the lawn close to the hall. Mr. Love, of the Queen’s Head 
Hotel, Ashby, made a most appropriate chairman, and Mr. Mathews (chemist), of 
Ashby, Mr. Earp of Staunton (the oldest tenant on his lordship’s estate), and Mr. 
Davenport, of Ashby acted as croupiers. 
 Following numerous speeches and toasts…………..it now being three o’clock, 
the company broke up and retired to the front of the hall, to witness the departure of 
the bride and bridegroom for Wanlip Hall. The bridal carriage, drawn by four greys 
with outriders (supplied by Mr. Love, of Ashby), was brought up to the main entrance 
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at half-past three, and the happy couple having entered the carriage and its 
occupants were driven away, amidst the cheers of those assembled and a shower of 
old satin slippers. The brides travelling dress was dark blue tabinet trimmed with a 
lighter shade, hat, and feathers to correspond. 
 After the departure, dancing was indulged in to the Ashby Rifle Band. At the 
villages of Lount, Staunton and Heath End, the aged women were entertained to tea, 
sherry, and other good things, and bands of music played for their delectation, and 
on Wednesday, the whole of the tenantry were regaled with roast beef and a variety 
of other substantial things. 
 Through the liberality and kindness of Earl Ferrers, in the inmates of the 
Ashby de la Zouch Union, numbering upwards of 130, were treated to a good dinner 
of roast beef, plum pudding, good Burton ale, and tobacco.  
 
 

THE MAUSOLEUM – BUILT BY THE 10TH EARL 
 

 
 
The Mausoleum shown in the photograph above, adjacent to the chapel, was built in 
1906 by the 10th Earl in the Gothic Revival style to accommodate the coffin of his wife 
who had died that year. It is built in coursed sandstone with yellow ironstone dressing 
and is opposite the entrance to the old family vault under the chancel of the chapel. 
Apparently, following the doubling of the size of the lake at some point in front of the 
hall, the old vault had become flooded and unusable.  When the 10th Earl died in 
1912, his coffin was placed alongside that of his wife. The mausoleum has two 
windows at either side and both of the coffins can be observed with the coat of arms 
on top (see photograph on the following page). 
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Photograph taken through side windows of the Mausoleum  
which shows the coffins 
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THE CHARTLEY CASTLE ESTATE 

The Chartley Castle estate in Staffs, was the seat of the old line of the house of 
Ferrers, and together with its castle, had been inherited by Sir Robert Shirley through 
marriage, and continued since that time as the occasional seat of the Shirley / Earls 
Ferrers family. 
 
The original castle, primarily, of motte and double bailey construction, was altered in 
the early 13th century to form an enclosure castle. The remains are located north of 
the village of Stowe-by-Chartley. The castle was abandoned by 1485, and was 
described by Leland as a ruin in 1545.  
 

 
 
Engraving of Chartley Castle 1838 
 

    
                                                     
        Chartley Castle ruins in recent times 
 



 19 

In the Ferrer’s papers, there is mention of their ownership of salt workings at 
Shirleywich on the Chartley Castle Estate, but although this would have provided a 
steady flow of income during the first half of the 18th century, this would have been on 
a much smaller scale than their coal mining interests (LRO 26D53). 
 
The following two paragraphs are taken from “A History & Gazetteer and 
Directory of Staffs, and the County of the City of Lichfield” by William White of 
Sheffield dated 1834:-   
Chartley, a hamlet manor, one mile north of Stowe, is the property of Earl Ferrers, 
and was formerly the principal seat of his family. On the summit of an artificial hill, 
stands the remains of Chartley Castle, built in 1220 by Ranulah Blunderville, Earl of 
Chester, who died without issue. The castle, with extensive estates annexed to it, 
devolved on one of his sisters, who carried them in marriage to William de Ferrers, 
Earl of Derby. The fortress seems very soon allowed to fall into decay. Its present 
remains consist chiefly of fragments of its two massive round towers, partly covered 
with ivy, and rising amid the foliage of nearly one hundred full grown yew trees, which 
have weathered the storms of many centuries. The noble owners afterwards built, a 
little below the old castle, a more convenient mansion, in the half-timbered style, 
curiously carved and embattled at the top; but this house was destroyed by fire in 
1781, so that little now remains to mark its site, but by the moat which now surrounds 
it. See the later description by Pennant twelve months prior to the fire. 
 

 
 
   1686 engraving of the house that was destroyed by fire in 1781 
 
Since then, another, but a much smaller house has been raised near the same site, 
and was till lately the occasional residence of Earl Ferrers, but in 1834, the 
whole of the furniture was sold by auction, his lordship’s main seat being at 
Staunton Harold in Leicestershire, though he is said to possess about ten 
thousand acres of land in this and the adjacent parishes of Weston and 
Colwich.  
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Chartley Park consists of nearly one thousand acres of land, in a state of nature, 
enclosed within an ancient oak palling, and celebrated for its breed of wild cattle. This 
park is studded with a few aged trees and several small plantations, and is included 
in the extra-parochial liberty called Chartley Lodge which comprises about two 
thousand acres, one half of which forms the Lodge Farm, and the other the park. 
One of the two sisters and co-heiresses of the last Baron Ferrers, and Viscount 
Tamworth in 1711, and these dignities have since continued in his family, and are 
now held by the Right Hon. Washington Shirley, the 8th in succession. Chartley Park 
apparently was amongst the few places where the indigenous wild cattle of Britain 
are now to be found, of the pure and un-mixed breeds. These animals are of a white 
colour with black ears and muzzles, plus white horns tipped with black. Their natural 
wildness appears at the first approach of man; when the whole heard instantly sets 
off at full speed to a considerable distance, and then wheels round, at the same time 
staring with eager curiosity. 
 

 
 
       Engraving of wild cattle in Chartley Park 1840 
 
William White wrote in his “History, Gazetteer and Directory of Staffordshire”, 
William dated 1851”:- 
 
Mary, Queen of Scots, was imprisoned at Chartley Manor from December, 1585 to 
September, 1586. There are still preserved a chair cover, and a set of bed curtains, 
said to have been embroidered by her hands before she was taken to Fotheringhay 
Castle in Northamptonshire for trial and execution.   Soon afterwards, another, but a 
smaller house, was erected near the same site, but it was also destroyed by fire in 
1847, since when it was rebuilt, and the present Elizabethan style mansion is now 
known as Chartley Castle.  The present mansion is a handsome structure, and is 
splendidly furnished, but Earl Ferrers' principal seat is at Staunton Harold, in 
Leicestershire, although he owns about 16,000 acres in this neighbourhood. Chartley 
Park is nearly eight miles in circumference, and comprises about 1000 acres of 
pasturage, stocked with deer and indigenous wild cattle of Britain. 
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The above photograph is of the Hall that was re-built in the Elizabethan Style 
after the fire in c.1847, and subsequently became known as Chartley Castle. 
 

 
 
The bridge in this 1838 engraving can be seen to the left in the old moat in the 
upper photograph. This was the moat that surrounded the house prior to the 
c.1847 fire. 
 
The following is an extract from Thomas Pennant’s “Journey from Chester to 
London” published in 1782. Thomas Pennant (1726 – 1798) was a Welsh naturalist, 
traveller, writer and antiquarian :- 
 
He related that he visited Chartley, the year before the destruction of ‘The Goodly 
Manor Place’ by fire in July 1781. I directed my course he states, to Chartley, about 
four and a half miles distant from Sandon, and about three north from the great road. 
This venerable pile is built around a court, and a great part of it is curiously made out 
of wood, embattled at the top, and the sides carved (it was covered with shingles and 
kept in repair by ‘The Shindler’, who had regular pages for that purpose). In many 
places are the arms of the Devereux’s, the devices of the Ferrars’, and Garnishes, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiquarian
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and in Saxon characters the initials of the founder, W.D. (Walter Devereux) with 
motto ‘Loial suis je’ over the door is carved a head in profile with a crown above (this 
appears to have been the Saracen’s Head, the crest of the Shirley’s. The gateway 
which stood on the bridge over the moat, was taken down by Washington 8th Earl 
Ferrers).  
 
In the middle of the court stands a fountain, and the whole building is surrounded by 
a moat (see the preceding 1686 engraving). In several of the windows is painted 
glass. In the great Bow Window of the hall are the horse shoes, the ancient device of 
the Ferrars’; in others, the arms of of the family of the Devereux’s, Garnishes and 
Shirley’s. A bed is still preserved here, the work of Mary Stewart (Queen of Scots), 
who was for sometime imprisoned in the house (from Christmas Eve 1585 to 
September 1586); besides this, there are no vesticles of its former grandeur. Within 
and without is a mortifying appearance of neglect and approaching decay. It seems 
that all the ancient Ferrers and Devereux writings down to the marriage of Lady 
Dorothy Devereux with Sir Henry Shirley were destroyed. 
 

Pennant’s reference to the “horse-shoes” in the great Bow Window of the hall 
is interesting, in that it is well known that horse-shoes are a symbol of the 
Ferrers, and appear in many places where the Ferrers have had a connection, 
including a proliferation at Staunton Harold, and in the family coat of arms. 
John Fox in his book entitled “Staunton Harold” donates a feature to the 
Ferrer’s horse-shoes, and the author rather likes the fanciful reason given for 
the horse shoe connection. This was related by Katherine Everett who visited 
the Staunton Harold estate as a little girl in 1890:- 
 
“She was told that the horse shoes, which she first noticed on the footman’s uniform 
there, were “in memory of the escape of Mary Queen of Scots from Chartley Castle, 
when she rode away on a horse shod with horse-shoes mounted on three stilts to 
disguise the manner of her going” 
 
STAFFORDSHIRE ADVERTISER – OCTOBER 23RD 1847 
 
DESTRUCTION BY FIRE OF CHARTLEY HALL, 
THE SEAT OF EARL FERRERS  
 
(Washington Sewallis Shirley, 9th Earl Ferrers) 
We regret to state that to the many seats of the nobility and gentry of England, which 
have accidentally been destroyed by fire within the last few years, must now be 
added Chartley Hall, the Staffordshire residence of Earl Ferrers. The lamentable 
disaster occurred in the night of Monday last, and it must be considered a 
providential circumstance that the Earl and Countess Ferrers, with most of the 
domestics, were absent at the time – the family having been spending some months 
at the ancient mansion at Staunton Harold, in Leicestershire. Chartley Hall had been 
left in the care of Mr. Leadbetter, the butler, who, with a female domestic, and 
Stanley, a groom, were the sole occupants of the house when the accident occurred. 
They had retired to rest on Monday night, leaving everything as apparently safe as 
usual. About half-past one o’clock, Leadbetter and Stanley were disturbed by a 
crackling noise, which they attributed to the attempts of thieves to break into the 
house; and under that supposition they proceeded to load a gun and pistol. Having 
taken that precaution, they went into the kitchen, and from thence towards the 
drawing room, on opening the door of which a dense volume of smoke issued from 
within, extinguished their light and drove them back. The fearful truth was thus 
revealed that the house was on fire. The butler immediately dispatched Stanley to 
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Stafford, for the fire engines; and caused an alarm to be raised in the neighbourhood, 
which soon brought a great number of persons to the spot. The discovery had, 
however, been made to late to save any portion of the best rooms of the house, or of 
the valuable contents. The drawing room, dining room, and library, on the ground 
floor, with the bed-rooms and a museum, or armoury, in the upper story, were 
inaccessible from the first; and so rapidly did the flames spread that when Stanley, 
on his way to Stafford, reached the top of Weston Hill, which he did in less than a 
quarter of an hour, he looked back, and saw the flames issuing from all the principle 
windows. Stanley reached Stafford in 20 minutes from the time of his departure from 
Chartley, although it is seven miles distant. He immediately gave notice to Mr. J. K. 
Shaw, the agent of the Norwich Union Fire Office, who without a moments delay, 
rose, and dispatched the fire-engine belonging to the Birmingham District Fire Office, 
which is in the care of Mr. Thomas Till, and which drawn by four horses, reached 
Chartley Hall before three o’clock.  Superintendent Bresnan and Inspector Wollaston, 
with eight policeman, also proceeded from Stafford without loss of time, and reached 
Chartley soon after the arrival of the engine. Their presence was exceedingly useful 
in maintaining order and protecting the property. When the engine reached Chartley, 
the roof over the principal apartments had fallen in, and the work of destruction in 
that part of the house was complete. Every effort was then directed to prevent the fire 
from spreading to the servant’s apartments. It was pleasing to notice the cheerful 
manner in which all parties exerted themselves. The supply being plentiful, a large 
volume of water was continuously poured upon those parts of the building which 
were in danger; and thus the further extension of the fames was prevented. Earl 
Talbot’s engine from Ingestre arrived later in the morning. With respect to the extent 
of the pecuniary loss, it will not be so great as many persons might suppose. The 
house itself was quite an unpretending building, and it was intended, many years 
ago, to be superseded by a handsome structure, which, in fact, was built, but, from 
some cause, was never completely finished, and was ultimately taken down. The 
house was insured in the County Fire Office for £5000, which will more than cover 
the loss. The furniture and other contents of the house were insured in the Norwich 
Union Office for £4050. Although, amongst the articles destroyed there were many 
books, some paintings of value, jewellery, ancient arms and armour, and other 
curiosities, yet it is supposed that the insurance will cover that loss likewise. With 
respect to the origin of the fire, there can be no doubt that it was perfectly accidental. 
There had been fires in several of the rooms, for the purpose of airing them to the 
return of the family from Leicestershire; and it is supposed that either some of the 
flues were foul, or that being an old structure, wood had been built into some of the 
chimneys, or under a hearth stone; and that the fire had perhaps been smouldering 
some time before it broke out. However, we understand that no blame is attached to 
Leadbetter, who has always been remarkable for his care and attention; and much 
sympathy is felt for him under circumstances so harassing and painful. 
 

INTERESTING NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
 
LEICESTER CHRONICLE – DECEMBER 19TH 1868 
FATAL ACCIDENT TO A GAMEKEEPER. 
On Saturday, a fatal accident occurred to Henry Phuler, aged 37, head gamekeeper 
to Earl Ferrers, at Chartley, Nr. Stafford. The deceased and an under keeper were on 
the boat on the pool in front of Chartley Castle (manor) shooting wild ducks, Both 
were armed with double-barrelled guns, and they had two dogs with them in the boat. 
The deceased was loading one barrel of his gun, the other already being loaded, 
when one of the dogs touched the trigger of the loaded barrel, which had been left at 
full cock, and the gun went off. The charge entered the deceased’s face, and came 
out at the back of his head, carrying away a portion of his skull. Death was of course 
instantaneous. 
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EXTRACT FROM TAMWORTH HERALD – AUGUST 20TH 1904 
EARL FERRERS’ STAFFORDSHIRE ESTATE 
The announcement that Earl Ferrers’ (Walter Knight Shirley, 11th Earl Ferrers) 
Chartley Estate near Stafford is to be disposed by public auction has created 
considerable surprise in the Midlands. The estate embraces about 8,000 acres of 
land, situate in the parishes of Stowe-with-Chartley, Drointon, Hixon, Amerton, and 
Weston-on-Trent, and consists of a fine residential, agricultural, and sporting  
domain, with an abundance of shooting and fishing, within the country of the Meynell 
Hunt………… 
 
TAMWORTH HERALD – SEPTEMBER 24TH 1904 
SALE OF CHARTLEY CASTLE 
Chartley Castle, Near Stafford, the historic seat of Earl Ferrers, has been sold by 
auction for £55,000. This included the hall, picturesque castle, ruins, and park of 
2,924 acres. 
 The bidding commenced at £40,000 and by bids of £5,000 the sum of 
£55,000 was reached, at which figure the lot was knocked down to the trustees of the 
late Colonel Congreve, formerly Chief Constable of Staffordshire, and father of 
Colonel Congreve, D.S.O., who distinguished himself at the battle of Colenzo. 
Colonel Congreve is a native of Stafford, and is a descendant of the poet Congreve. 
 
NOTE 
It is recorded in the “History, Gazetteer, and Directory of Staffordshire” by 
William White in 1841, that the whole of the furniture at Chartley was sold off 
by auction in 1834. This strangely coincided with the great sale at Staunton 
Harold. Both of these seats were of course used by Earl Ferrers. One has 
therefore to ask the question, where did they go to live at this time? No records 
have been found to suggest where this was.  

 


