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LOCATION OF CEMETERY 

Haute-Avesnes is a village 9 kilometres west of Arras on the south side of the Arras-
St Pol road. The British Cemetery is north of the village on the road (C2) leading to 
Habarcq. 

HISTORY INFORMATION 

The 51st (Highland) Division started the cemetery in July 1916 and it continued to be 
used by field ambulances of the divisions holding this part of the line. The cemetery 
contains 142 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and eight German war 
graves. The cemetery was designed by A J S Hutton. 

 
Founded over a century ago to commemorate the First World War dead of the British 
Empire, from the outset the Imperial War Grave Commission’s work was defined by 
the principle of equality of treatment in death. Whatever an individual’s rank in social 
or military life, whatever their religion, they would be commemorated identically – with 
their name engraved either on a headstone over an identified grave or on a memorial 
to the missing. 

 
(The above information is taken from the CWGC website) 
 

GRAVE DETAILS 
 
Unfortunately, the author has not been able to locate a photograph of Albert's grave 
but besides his personal details it is engraved with a cross and the following words. 
See documentation at end of publication and certificate on next page:- 
 

BELOVED 
 

NOT DEAD, ONLY GONE BEFORE 
 

S/17043 Private Albert E Smith is recorded as dying from wounds. 
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TAKEN FROM CERTIFICATE INFORMATION ON 
CWCG WEBSITE 

 

In Memory Of 
Private 

A E SMITH 

Service Number: S/17043 

1st/6th Bn., Gordon Highlanders who died on 24 April 
1917 Age 36 

Son of Charles and Martha Smith, of Osgathorpe, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire. Churchwarden St. Mary's, Osgathorpe. 

BELOVED NOT DEAD, ONLY GONE BEFORE 

Remembered with Honour 

HAUTE-AVESNES BRITISH CEMETERY 

D. 2. 

 

 

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 

 
 
 



 4 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE IN ST. MARY'S CHURCH 
OSGATHORPE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

S/17403 PRIVATE ALBERT ERNEST SMITH'S 
GENEALOGY DETAILS 

 
In the 1851 census for Osgathorpe there are no Smiths' recorded. 
 
By 1861 John and Caroline Smith are recorded as being married and living in 
Osgathorpe. John is given as aged 31 and a Framework Knitter, born in Whitwick. 
His wife Caroline is 33 and a seamstress born in Thringstone. They have four 
children, Charles (7), Mary Ann (5), Adeline (3) and George Thomas (1). 
 
In 1871 John and Caroline only have Charles, Adeline and George Thomas living 
with them, so Mary Ann, is presumed to be away from home perhaps working as a 
servant, or she could have died even. 
 
In the 1881 census John and Caroline are living at home and still working as a Frame 
Work Knitter and Seamstress respectively. 
 
The 1881 census records that Charles Smith (son of John and Caroline), aged 27 is 
now married to Martha, aged 38, who was born in Blackfordby. They have a son 
Albert aged 5 months, who is the subject of this publication. Little did his father and 
mother realise what their 5 month old son was going to be faced in his future life 
when he gave the ultimate sacrifice in fighting overseas for his country. 
 
In the 1891 census Caroline Smith is a widow and post mistress, presumably at 
Osgathorpe Post Office. 
 
In the 1891 census, Charles, Martha and their son Albert E are still in Osgathorpe but 
Charles is now a coal mine labourer. 
 
In 1901, Caroline Smith, aged 73, is still post mistress at the Post Office but she has 
a grandaughter Adeline, aged 14 living with her. There are now no other Smith's 
recorded living in Osgathorpe, however, Charles and Martha are recorded in the 
1911 census so they must have been away when the 1891 census was taken. They 
had two boarders living with them in 1911, who are given as Limestone Quarry 
labourers - Thomas Rudkin and George Wilson. 
 
Albert Ernest Smith possibly got married before he enlisted, as what is assumed to 
be his wife Mrs Janet  Smith of Osgathorpe, Loughborough is recorded on his grave 
records on page 9, but on the index sheet on page 10 only his mother and father, 
Charles and Martha are recorded. This requires further investigation as Janet Smith 
is also not mentioned on the CWGC certificate information on page 3, but his mother 
and father Charles and Martha are. 
 
 

The family lived on Village Street, Osgathorpe. 
 
Albert Ernest Smith was a churchwarden at St. Mary's Church, 
Osgathorpe, Leics 
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1 / 6th BATTALION - GORDON HIGHLANDERS  
 

 
 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDER'S CAP BADGE 
 

The regiment was formed on 1 July 1881 instigated under the Childers Reforms as 
the county regiment of: Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, and Shetland. Although the 
regiment was formed by two regular regiments, it in-fact controlled other units which 
were of the former Militia and Volunteer Force. 

The regiment also raised 21 Reserve, Territorial, Garrison and New Army battalions 
during the war. These served on home stations, in France and Flanders, and in India. 

The 1st Battalion was in England on the outbreak of the First World War (1914-18). 
It deployed immediately to the Western Front, where it stayed throughout the conflict. 
The 2nd Battalion arrived there in October 1914, staying until November 1917, when 
it moved to the Italian front. 

The sheer scale of the conflict in the Great War, and the enormous demand for men, 
transformed the Gordon Highlanders. Some 50,000 Gordons served in its regular, 
territorial and service battalions. Between 1914 and 1918, the Regiment kept 9 
Battalions on the Western Front. By the end of the war they had been awarded 65 
new Battle Honours and suffered over 29,000 casualties, 9,000 of whom died. Almost 
every community and family in the North East, and many elsewhere, were affected. 

ARRAS, 1917  

From 9 April to 16 May, Allied troops attacked trenches held to the east of the French 
city of Arras.  The ground and date were chosen for the battle as part of a combined 
operation with the French and included Vimy Ridge as a major objective. There were 
big gains on the first day, followed by stalemate and a series of small-scale 
operations to consolidate positions. These battles were largely successful in 
achieving their limited aims, but were gained at the price of a comparatively large 
numbers of casualties.  

S/17043 Private Albert E Smith is recorded as dying from wounds.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childers_Reforms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberdeenshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banffshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shetland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volunteer_Force
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/to-arms1914
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/1914-mons-christmas
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