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History information on the cemetery 

The cemetery was begun by the Germans in 1915 for the burial of prisoners of war 
who died at the local camp. During the war almost 3,000 Allied soldiers and civilians, 
including French, Russian and Commonwealth, were buried there. 

In 1922-23 it was decided that the graves of Commonwealth servicemen who had 
died all over Germany should be brought together into four permanent cemeteries. 
Niederzwehren was one of those chosen and in the following four years, more than 
1,500 graves were brought into the cemetery from 190 burial grounds in Baden, 
Bavaria, Hanover, Hesse and Saxony. 

There are now 1,796 First World War servicemen buried or commemorated in the 
Commonwealth plot at Niederzwehren. This total includes special memorials to 13 
casualties buried in other cemeteries in Germany whose graves could not be found. 

The following cemeteries are among those from which graves were brought to 
Niederzwehren: 

BAYREUTH TOWN CEMETERY, Bavaria. 24 burials of 1918. 

DARMSTADT FOREST CEMETERY, Hesse. In use from 1915. 102 burials. 

DIETKIRCHEN PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERY, Hesse-Nassau. 45 burials (28 
of Irish regiments) of 1914-18. 

FREIBURG IN BREISGAU MAIN CEMETERY, Baden, 43 burials of 1918. 

GERMERSHEIM CEMETERY, Palatinate. 26 burials of 1915-1918. 

GIESSEN MILITARY CEMETERY, Hesse. 99 burials of 1914-1919. 

GOTTINGEN MILITARY CEMETERY, Hanover. 88 burials of 1914-1919. 

HAMELN PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERY, Hanover. 70 burials of 1915-1918. 

INGOLSTADT CEMETERY, Bavaria. 23 burials of 1917-1918. 

LANGENSALZA PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERIES No. 1 and No. 2, Prussian 
Saxony. 225 burials of 1915-1918. 

MAINZ MILITARY CEMETERY, Rhein-Hessen. 23 burials of 1915-1919. 

MANNHEIM MAIN CEMETERY, Baden. 21 burials of 1916-1918. 

MESCHEDE PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERY, Westphalia. 49 burials of 1917-
1918. 

OHRDRUF PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERY, Thuringia. 107 burials of 1915-
1918. 

PADERBORN CEMETERY, Westphalia. 29 soldiers burials of 1914-18. 
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QUEDLINBURG CENTRAL CEMETERY, Prussian Saxony. 102 burials of 1914-
1918. 

SENNELAGER PRISONERS OF WAR CEMETERY, Westphalia. 32 burials of 1914-
1918. 

In addition, in June 2018, five special memorial headstones were erected to five 
Second World War airmen who were known to have been buried in Ohrdruf 
Cemetery, but whose graves were later lost. 

 

IT IS CONFIRMED ON THE WAR GRAVE DOCUMENTATION 
AT THE END OF THIS PUBLICATION THAT 16636 PRIVATE 

THOMAS WILLIAM CURTIS' BODY WAS EXHUMED AT 
GIESSEN MILITARY CEMETERY, HESS AND REBURIED AT 

NIEDERZWEHREN CEMETERY, CASSEL 
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FROM COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISION 
WEBSITE CERTIFICATE 

 
In Memory Of 

Private 

T CURTIS 

Military Medal 

Service Number: 16636 

8th Bn., Leicestershire Regiment who died on 14 
November 1918 

Remembered with Honour 

NIEDERZWEHREN CEMETERY, CASSEL 

V. M. 13. 
 

 

 

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 
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16636 PRIVATE THOMAS WILLIAM CURTIS M.M. 
BIOGRAPHY 

 

 
In 1901, Thomas William Curtis at the age of 11, not knowing what the future held for 
him, was living in Griffydam with his mother, father and four siblings. All the siblings 
are recorded as being born in Thringstone, but this was most likely Pegg's Green:- 
 
John Curtis, aged 51, a coal miner, born in Coalville - Died 1906 
His wife Harriet, aged 50, born in Worthington 
Children 
Kate E, daughter, aged 18, unmarried and working as a hose seamer (hosiery trade) 
Harold, son,  aged 13, a coal miner-horse driver 
Thomas William, son, aged 11 
Herbert, son, aged 8 
James Arthur, son, aged 7 
 

 
In 1911, Thomas William's mother Harriet was living in Pegg's Green with her sons, 
Harold, Herbert and James Arthur. The April 1911 census shows Thomas William 
was residing as a border at 104, Warsop Vale, Shirebrook, Mansfield , Notts with the 
family of Charles Fewkes, a 70 year old coal miner, born in Whitwick. Thomas 
William's occupation is given as a coal miner.  
 
It is not known where or when Thomas William enlisted to fight for his country in the 
1st World War but at some point he was posted to the 8th Battalion Leicester 
Regiment and was engaged in battle in France. The following report appeared in the 
Leicester Mercury on the 20th February 1917:- 
 

LOCAL MILITARY MEDALLIST 
 

The name of 16636 Private T. Curtis, Leicestershire Regiment, appears in 
yesterday's "London Gazette" amongst those who have been recently awarded 
the Military Medal for bravery in the field.  

****** 
No record has been found for what the act of bravery involved. 

 
Private Thomas Curtis is recorded as having died on the 18th November 1918 which 
was 3 days after the war ended (28th July 1914 to 11th November 1918). A short 
history of the 8th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment follows and from the fact that by 
July 1918, the battalion had been reduced to Cadre strength (a key group of officers 
and enlisted personnel necessary to establish and train a new military unit)  and their 
troops had been transferred to the 7th Battalion, the author leans towards the view 
that Private Thomas Curtis had become a German POW and had died in one of their 
POW camps.   
 

Thomas Williams elder brother Harold was killed in the 1st Word War on the 29th  of 
June 1916. and a publication to his memory is also on the author's website under 
Griffydam & Peggs Green - "Wartime / Lest we Forget subsection" 
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8th BATTALION (SERVICE), LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT 
 
As part of Kitchenr's Third New Army Battalion (K3), the 8th Battalion Leicestershire 
Regiment was raised at Leicester in September 1914 and attached as Divisional 
Troops to the 23rd division. In April 1915 they were transferred to the 110th 
Brigade, 38th Division. They landed in France on 29th July 1915 for service on the 
Western Front. They were in action in the Battles of the Somme. In 1917 they were in 
action during the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, the third battle of Ypres and 
The Cambrai operations. In 1918 they fought on the Somme, then moved north and 
were in action during the Battles of the Lys suffering heavy losses. On the 28th June  
1918, the 8th Leicesters' was reduced to Cadre strength with troops transferring to 
the 7th Leicester's. The cadre transferred to the 25th division and returned to 
England. On the 7th of July they were absorbed by the 14th Battalion, West Riding 
Regiment. 

 

The 6th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment was famously involved with the 7th and 
8th Battalions in the Battle of Ephy from 21st to 30th March 1918 as part of 110the 
brigade, 21st Division. the battalion lost 18 Officers and 445 other ranks. 
 
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission recorded 818 deaths for 
the 8th Battalion Leicestershire regiment during the 1st World War. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/37th_Division_(United_Kingdom)
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THE BRASS MEMORIAL PLAQUE IN ST. GEORGE'S 
CHURCH SWANNINGTON ON WHICH BOTH PRIVATE 

THOMAS WILLIAM CURTIS AND HIS BROTHER 
SAPPER HAROLD CURTIS ARE COMMEMORATED 

NEXT TO EACH OTHER 
 

 

 

 

IN ABIDING                                                                                          
MEMORY OF THE MEN OF THIS                                                                         

PARISH, WHITWICK ST. GEORGE                                                                       
WITH SWANNINGTON WHO LAID DOWN                                                                 

THEIR LIVES IN THE GREAT WAR 1914 -1918 
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WAR GRAVE DOCUMENTATION FOR  

16636 PRIVATE THOMAS CURTIS 
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