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Mr. William Stacey knows as much about Coleorlon and
district as most people. To look at him, one finds it hard to
believe that he is eighty-two years of age, physicaliy alert, a
brain responsive to his every probing and a memory retentive
to the last tiny item of his far-distant youth. Proudly he
relates that his mother died as recently as six years ago—al
two years short of the century. She was left an orphan at
four and on her marriage (o Simeon Siacey she brought up
eleven children . . .. and she never used a pram, nol one of
the eleven ever fed from a boitle or sucked a dummy! His
mother, he says, was never ill.

WILLIAMS' S FATHER SIMEON WAS A BUTCHER WHO LIVED IN THE
WOOLROOMS in a two up, two down thatched cottage rented from the
Beaumont Estate.Thomas Bird, who was commonly known as Thomas
Richards lived directly opposite Simeon, across a dirt track, in a thatched
cottage also. He had been christened twice, but Bird was actually his officially
recorded surname. Thomas was a pit deputy, and was drowned at the age of
41 in 1863 when the No.2. Coleorton Colliery (known as the Califat) was
flooded, leaving his wife and their 10 children destitute overnight. Along with
other neighbours, Simeon Stacey came to their aid. Simeon supplied the
family with bones, from which along with vegetables, provided by other
friends, they could make broth. In this hand to mouth way, the children
survived, until they were old enough to earn an income.

William's father was a butcher,
well known throughout the lanes
and paths of this extremity of
Charnwood, and a familfar figure
at Whitwick Market and other
busier places. He dealt in cattle
and horses, for he knew and under-
| stood animals and their potentiali-
ties as food or on the farms, as
the case might be. Each year he
visited Belton horse fair, to buy
animals, which he would “ break
in_ Mr. Stacey recalls one
famous kicker with which his
father had to deal: to subdue this
rebel he had to harness it to two
56 1bs. weights and drive it round
and round until it was tired.

Of Simeon's aptitude as bread-
winner for such a large family, Mr.
Stacey leaves it to be inferred that
they were a happy and well-fed
household living near the Wool-
rooms, a site since sadly marred
by subsidence. l




Swannington Hertitage tell us that George Fowkes (1823-1904) uncle
Joseph was a shoemaker and George took up the trade when he moved
to live at the Outwoods, Coleorton.




Charlie Marston, the |ng
had his workshop at |
rooms. He made one nail at a
time, and when he could he per-
suaded the youngsters to operate

his belloy A . His products
included |boot-nails| and the larger
ones for e carpenters and

farmers on the estate. Another
source of interest was the “bauble”
shop run by Peter Wallace, who
turned out wondrous ornaments
from Derbyshire “spar”. Johnny
Bale, who was the recognised local
carrier to Ashby, one had an excit-
ing experience when his horse fell
down the old railway ventilation

shaft.

CHARLIE MARSON WAS THE MATERNAL GREAT GRANDFATHER OF
SAMUEL STEWART

THE BLACKSMITH

Yet another character of note
was Samuel Eagle. whose grocery
store and bakery were on the site
of the present Post Office. The
local blacksmith—who officiated in

aeient shop near the top

: Hill, long since

1 or road-widening—

would a hackney or a hunter

all round for 2s. 4d., and a cart-
horse for 3s. to 3s. 6d. -
















THIS WAS KNOWN AS ENGINE GATE AND LOCATED ON THE
HINCKLEY TO MELBOURNE TURN PIKE JUST OVER THE BROOK







THE FUNERAL OF SIMEON STACEY - FATHER OF WILLIAM STACEY

Funeral of Mr. S. Stacey - The funeral took place on Saturday at the
Griffydam Wesleyan Burial Ground of Mr. Simeon Stacey, of Gelsmoor,
formerly, a well known butcher in the district, and later a small holder. He was
nearly 70 years of age, and died after only a fortnight's illness. The deceased
leaves a widow and ten children- six sons and 4 daughters - 35 Grandchildren
and three Great grandchildren.

He was an interesting personality and often recalled the time when as a lad of
tender, he worked at Whitwick colliery, and used to wear a belt around his
waist with a hook upon it and helped the ponies to draw the tubs of coal.
There were no eight hour working days in those times. In the winter time, it
was dark when they descended the mine and dark when they came up again
so that they never saw daylight except on Sundays.

After leaving the pit, he was apprenticed to a butcher, and later was in a
business of his own which he combined with farming till he was 70 years of
age.The deceased was a life long Primitive Methodist, and the first part of the
funeral service was held at Coleorton Primitive Methodist Chapel which he
had been associated with as a member for many years, the service being
conducted by the Rev. J. Blayney of Ashby.

The aged widow and all the deceased's children were present, and the day of
the funeral was the 50th birthday of his eldest son Mr. John Stacey of
Sheffield. Two of the sons, Messrs S. and W. Stacey are well known M.R.
officials of Coalville.

There was a good number of floral tributes. The respect of the villagers was
shown by the many drawn blinds on the way to the burial ground.
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