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WILLIAMS' S FATHER SIMEON WAS A BUTCHER WHO LIVED IN THE 
WOOLROOMS in a two up, two down thatched cottage rented from the 
Beaumont Estate.Thomas Bird, who was commonly known as Thomas 
Richards lived directly opposite Simeon, across a dirt track, in a thatched 
cottage also. He had been christened twice, but Bird was actually his officially 
recorded surname. Thomas was a pit deputy, and was drowned at the age of 
41 in 1863 when the No.2. Coleorton Colliery (known as the Califat) was 
flooded, leaving his wife and their 10 children destitute overnight. Along with 
other neighbours, Simeon Stacey came to their aid.  Simeon supplied the 
family with bones, from which along with vegetables, provided by other 
friends, they could make broth. In this hand to mouth way, the children 
survived, until they were old enough to earn an income.  
 

 



 
 

 
 

Swannington Hertitage tell us  that George Fowkes (1823-1904) uncle 
Joseph was a shoemaker and George took up the trade when he moved 

to live at the Outwoods, Coleorton. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

CHARLIE MARSON WAS THE MATERNAL GREAT GRANDFATHER OF 
SAMUEL STEWART 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

THIS WAS KNOWN AS ENGINE GATE AND LOCATED ON THE 
HINCKLEY TO MELBOURNE TURN PIKE JUST OVER THE BROOK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

THE FUNERAL OF SIMEON STACEY – FATHER OF WILLIAM STACEY 
 
 
Funeral of Mr. S. Stacey - The funeral took place on Saturday at the 
Griffydam Wesleyan Burial Ground of Mr. Simeon Stacey, of Gelsmoor, 
formerly, a well known butcher in the district, and later a small holder. He was 
nearly 70 years of age, and died after only a fortnight's illness. The deceased 
leaves a widow and ten children- six sons and 4 daughters - 35 Grandchildren 
and three Great grandchildren. 
 
He was an interesting personality and often recalled the time when as a lad of 
tender, he worked at Whitwick colliery, and used to wear a belt around his 
waist with a hook upon it and helped the ponies to draw the tubs of coal. 
There were no eight hour working days in those times. In the winter time, it 
was dark when they descended the mine and dark when they came up again 
so that they never saw daylight except on Sundays. 
 
After leaving the pit, he was apprenticed to a butcher, and later was in a 
business of his own which he combined with farming till he was 70 years of 
age.The deceased was a life long Primitive Methodist, and the first part of the 
funeral service was held at Coleorton Primitive Methodist Chapel which he 
had been associated with as a member for many years, the service being 
conducted by the Rev. J. Blayney of Ashby. 
 
The aged widow and all the deceased's children were present, and the day of 
the funeral was the 50th birthday of his eldest son Mr. John Stacey of 
Sheffield. Two of the sons, Messrs S. and W. Stacey are well known M.R. 
officials of Coalville. 
 
There was a good number of floral tributes. The respect of the villagers was 
shown by the many drawn blinds on the way to the burial ground. 
 
Transcribed from the Coalville Times - Published Friday, 24 January 
1919 

 

 


