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PREFACE

Due to the paucity of historical research material, the author has needed to make a
few educated assumptions. If further evidence comes to light to disprove or add to
what has been recorded will be updated.

ECCLESIASTICAL MEANING OF INCUMBENT

The incumbent's official title might be that of rector, vicar, "curate-in-charge" or
"perpetual curate". The difference between these titles is now largely historical.
Originally, an incumbent was either a rector who received all the tithes or a
vicar who received only the small tithes.

A new rector was sometimes described as being "Instituted into the New
Living” the rectory being "the living".

Examples of the above are included in the publication.

© Samuel T Stewart — December 2023
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise without first seeking the written
permission of the author




1883 published O/S map showing location of St. Mary's church and the rectory
at that time which is now a private residence

From the evidence to hand it seems that the rectory at Osgathorpe over a period of
several hundred years was most likely sited in the same place, but considerable
changes to it took place over time. The location where the rectory stood opposite the
church is shown on the above 1883 map. There is no evidence to confirm exactly
when the old rectory building came into being, but John Nichols, the renowned
historian in his ¢.1802 "History and Antiquities of Leicestershire" records a
rectory being in existence in 1650.

John Nichols recorded the following:-

In 1650 the rectory was returned worth £30; and the incumbent as “fufficient”
(sufficient).

The lordship of Osgathorpe contained upwards of 800 acres in 1785, when an act
was passed for dividing, within this lordship or liberty, several open fields and some
common and waste land, containing about 200 acres, and a great number of
inclosures held in severalty; in which Francis, Earl of Huntingdon is described as
patron of the rectory; the Rev. Theophilus Henry Hastings, clerk, as rector, was
entitled to certain glebe lands in the said open fields, to a right of common or waste
land, to all the great and small tithes of all the lands intended to be divided and
inclosed, and so all the great and small tithes of all the yards, gardens, orchards,
homesteads, and old inclosed lands, in the said lordship or liberty of Osgathorpe.

And Sir William Gordon, knight of the Bath, Edward Dawson, of Long Whatton, esq.,
Joseph Boultbee, esq., Elizabeth Bainbrigge, Spinster., the Rev. John Alleyne, and
Thomas Beer, Clerks, Isaac Dawson, gent., Elizabeth Henshaw, widow., and others,
as entitled to all the residue of the lands in the said fields, common and waste land,
and to the right of common upon all the said lands, and to all the said inclosures.




An allotment is directed to be made to the lord or lady of the manor, in lieu of
manorial rights and right of soil; and an equivalent to the rector for his glebe and right
of common; with a further allotment of a seventh of the open field and a proportion of
a tenth of old inclosures, in full of all tithes and payments, except mortuaries, Easter
offerings, surplice fees, and tithes of such old inclosures as shall not be
compensated for.

INCUMBENTS RECORDED BY JOHN NICHOLS IN HIS
"HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF LEICESTERSHIRE"
BETWEEN 1224 AND 1796

William the chaplain prefented to Angodefthorpe in 1224
Johannesde Belton, 1244

Thomas de Kirkeby, 1265

Richard de Stanton, 1274

Ecclefia de Holegathorpe eft de parochial de Whitwyk, 1344
John Barfalem, 1534

John Rofs, M.A. rector about 1640 (According to John Nichols....... Mr. Rofs (Ross)
by the interest of some friends was saved from a formal sequestration; but was
miserably harrassed for many years, and often forced to abscond. He was a man of
good life and learning.)

Cadwaller Vaughan, Sept 26", 1679; died Dec 27" 1728
Samuel Holbrook, 1730; died Nov 12" 1748 (buried Nov 14™")
Edward Ellis, B.A. April 15t 1749; resigned 1764

Theophilus Henry Haftings, M.A. July 4™ 1764; resigned 1796

George Holcombe, March 8" 17
THE RECTORY

Importantly, William White in his 1846 History & Gazetteer of Leicestershire &
Rutland, records that “The Living” at Osgathorpe is a rectory valued in 1831 at £184
and has 130 acres of Glebe, mostly allocated at the enclosure in 1785 in lieu of tithes
(A “Glebe” is a piece of land serving as part of a clergyman's benefice and providing
income). He also records that the rectory was considerably improved in 1838.

In John Marius’s Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales - 1871, he describes the
rectory as..... The living is a rectory in the diocese of Peterborough. Value £240.
Patron - the Marquis of Hastings.

Moving forward over 200 years, the old rectory was awarded Grade Il listing on
1st Sept 1983, after it became a residential property, it was described as
follows:-

House ¢.1830 ?? though perhaps with earlier core. It is faced with uncoursed
rubble with angled quoins, and brick gable walls. It has two storeys, five bays with
central doorway and reeded wood surround and overlight, in timber porch. The




ground floor outer windows are canted bays with dentilled and moulded heads. Other
windows are sixteen — light sashes, with those on the upper floor having stone or
concrete surrounds. The roof overhangs and has a dormer, a four — light casement,
with dentilled and moulded head. Dormer and bays are c.1890.

Rectory ¢.1960

Lower photograph c.2020 shows the Almshouses to the left and in the middle
right are the graves of the rectors Rev. Thos. Naylor Bland and
the Rev. Walter Augustus Williams.




William White's record of the rectory being upgraded in 1838, coincides with
Rev. Thos. Naylor Bland becoming instituded at the living as Osgathorpe's
rector in 1840. He remained as rector till his death in 1866 at the age of 59, as
confirmed in the following newspaper article. During those years he also got
married. He died in 1866 at the age of 59 as confirmed in the following
newspaper article and his furniture was sold 3 months later.

Leicester Mail — March 24" 1866
DEATHS - On the 18™ Inst., the Rev. T. N. Bland, Rector of Osgathorpe in this
county, Aged 59.

Leicester Mail — March 31t 1866

The rectory of Osgathorpe, near Loughborough, has become vacant by the death of
Rev. Thos Naylor Bland, M.A., formerly of Trinity College, Cambridge. The benefice
which is worth £250 a year is in the gift of the Marquis of Hastings

Leicester Mail — June 16" 1866

THE RECTORY, OSGATHORPE
MR. ORCHARD
HAS RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS
TO SELL BY AUCTION

On the premises, at the Rectory, Osgathorpe, on Wednesday, the 27" June 1866 the
valuable dining room, drawing room, and bedroom furniture, kitchen requisites, &.,
comprising in part, suit mahogany telescope dining tables, sideboard, cottage
pianoforte. Antique carved chairs, wardrobe, four sets of chairs, wardrobe, four sets
of drawers, Brussels and Kidderminster carpets, mahogany and walnut tables,
bedsteads, feather beds, &c., &c., &c.

Sale to commence at eleven o’clock. Catalogues may be had at the auctioneer’s
office, Ashby de la Zouch, and at the place of sale.

Continued over page




Rev. Thos. Naylor Bland’s grave in St. Mary’s graveyard

The next rector to be instituted in the new living was the Rev. Walter Augustus
Williams in 1866 who was the rector of Osgathorpe for 40 years, until his death
in 1906.

The Loughborough Monitor — August 29" 1867

MARRIAGE CELEBRATIONS FOR REV. WALTER AUGUSTUS WILLIAMS AND
HIS LADY

The inhabitants of Osgathorpe will long remember the past week in consequence of
the rejoicings that have taken place on the occasion of the marriage of their worthy
and well respected rector. On Wednesday, all the children were invited to the rectory
grounds and regaled in a bountiful manner, with tea, cake and fruit, and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves in numerous games till the shades of evening dispersed the
happy party. The ladies of the village contributed much to their comfort and
amusement.

On Friday, the whole of the adult population of the village, male and female, were
also invited to the rectory to supper. A very large tent from Coalville was erected in
the grounds, and decorated with evergreens, mottoes and herbs by the pupils of the
Grammar School. Soon after six, the party assembled and received by the rector and




his lady; and headed by the Snibston Colliery Band, walked in procession to the
ground. They were soon seated at the capacious board, where the good old English
fare of rounds of roast beef and plum pudding awaited them. After the repast, the
health of the rector and Mrs. Williams was proposed by Mr. White, amidst great
cheering, and responded to in very feeling terms by the rector, who expressed his
earnest hope that the same kindly feeling exhibited by all on this occasion by all,
would through the divine blessing, encourage them at all times to strive to live
together in Christian fellowship and love. Many of those who had been assisting
afterwards partook of the fare; in fact, during the evening all comers were made
welcome. The evening was spent by the younger of the party in “Tripping it Lightly
o’er the Grass”, in which they were heartily joined by many of the inhabitants. About
ten o’clock the band plated “God Save the Queen” and the party broke up, highly
gratified with the treat they enjoyed, it having been the most social and pleasant
gathering that has taken place in the village during the present generation.

Leicester Chronicle — January 215t 1893
FUNERAL OF THE LATE MRS. WILLIAMS. —

In St. Mary’s churchyard, Osgathorpe, on Monday afternoon, the body of Mrs. Janet
Williams, wife of the rector of Osgathorpe (the Rev. Walter Williams M.A.) was laid to
rest in the presence of many mourners of a large circle of parishioners. The
deceased lady died on the 11th inst, after a short iliness at the comparatively early
age of 49. She was actively interested in the affairs of the parish and poor, to whom
she was charitably disposed. The unmistakable grief of the parishioners in the church
during the service and at the graveside was evidence of the loss the parishioners
sustained by the death of their rector’s wife, who leaves a large family to mourn her
loss. The deceased lady was also warden of the Osgathorpe and district habitation of
the Primrose League, of which she was an active supporter. The funeral procession
left the rectory, which is close to the church, in the following order, at 3 o’clock:-

The Rev. T. Pearson, vicar of St. Georges, Swannington; Dr. G. Cardno’ Still, of
Shepshed; the deceased’s medical attendant, Mr. H. G. W. Howe of Ashby de la
Zouch; Mr. Jno. Knight of Coleorton. The coffin next was borne by six of the
parishioners, and was followed by the Rev. Walter Williams, the husband of the
deceased, and the following sons and daughters:-

Mr. Walter Williams, Mr. Jas Williams, Miss. Mary Williams, Mr. Henry Williams, Mrs.
Edith Williams, and Master Alfred Williams with nurse Clara Perry — the old family
nurse. Amongst other mourners were Mr. David Morrison, brother of the deceased
(London), Mr. Henry Morrison, and Mrs. Edward Serres nephew and niece of the
deceased. Mr. Herbert Sanders, Mr. Jno Maitland (London), Colonel Evans (London),
brother in law of the deceased, and Mr. Edward Serres, of Osgathorpe. On the arrival
of the body at the church gates, the opening sentence of the burial service was read
by the Rev. T. Pearson, who also conducted the service in the church and at the
grave. On entering the church, a funeral voluntary was played on the organ by Mr.
Inwood, organist of the Whitwick parish church.

Amongst the congregation were the Rev. Blakesley, vicar of Belton; the Rev. George
Crossley, vicar of Breedon; and Dr. Serres of Osgathorpe. There were many floral
tributes in affection. The shell and coffin were made by Mr. John Knight of Coleorton
and Mr. H. G. W. Howe, undertakers, of Ashby, carried out the whole of the funeral
arrangements.




Melton Mowbray Mercury & Oakham & Uppingham News — December 6" 1906

FUNERAL OF THE RECTOR:-

On Saturday, the funeral took place of the Rev. W. A. Williams for 40 years rector of
this parish. There was a large assembly at the service in the church, the body being
carried by Messrs F. Kidger, J. Springthorpe, J. Brooks, H. Houghton, J. Billings, and
A. Smith. At the head of the mournful procession walked Mr. Jasper Houghton
(church warden) carrying a floral tribute from the people of the parish. All the
members of the family were present, except the Rev. J. E. H. Williams (son) who is in
India.

The mournful also included Nurse Clara Perry, Mr. David Morrison (London), Dr.
Atkinson, the Rev. J. L. D. Smith-Dampier (Winchester), Dr. J. J. and Mrs. Serres,
Mr. W. Serres, and Mrs. E. E. Serres (Swadlincote). The clergy in attendance were:-
Revs. Canon Pitts (Loughborough) and Canon Broughton (Hugglescote), H.
Robinson, Coleorton; w. h. Hepworth and Waters (Shepshed); G. H. D. Moore
(Bardon Hill); , F. C. Copeland (Coalville); H. Chambers (Markfield); R. C. Green
(Wymeswold); C. W. Lloyd-Evans (Blackfordby); G. Dalrymple (Worthington) and W.
N. Blakeny (Belton).

In the congregation were Lady (Dowager) Beaumont, Swannington; Mr and Mrs. E.
M. P. de Lisle (Gracedieu); Mrs. Mackenzie (Whitwick); Mr. W. Crane; Mr. Price
Kidger (Thringstone); Major . G. German and Mrs. G. Bullen (Ashby).

The opening part of the service was read by the Rev. Canon Broughton, and the
remainder by the Rev. H. Robinson and Rev. W. H. Hepworth, the latter reading the
lesson. As the mourners left the church, the organist played the “Dead March” in
“Saul”. At the grave side, the service was concluded by the Rev. H. Robinson. There
were numerous tributes

Rev. Walter Augustus William’s grave in St. Mary’s graveyard.
He was born in Frome, Somerset




1906 Rev. Henry Morrison Williams was the Rector.

In 1911 the Rev. James Henry Fry M.A., aged 69 was recorded as the Rector
and living with his wife Helen (64) plus a visitor and 2 servants. The rectory is
recorded as having 11 rooms in the 1911 census.

Kelly’s Directory of 1916 records that the living is a rectory, with a net yearly value of
£185 derived from 129 acres of Glebe, with residence, in the gift of trustees of the
late Rev. W. A. Williams and held since 1914 by the Rev. Martin Nicholas Ray.

Rev. Martin Nicholas Ray was Rector from 1914 to 1919

The Rev. A. W. McLaren from August 15t 1919.......
Leicester Daily Post — August 15t 1919
CLERICAL PREFERMENTS

The Bishop of Leicester (acting under a commission from the Bishop of
Peterborough) has instituted the Rev. A. W. McLaren to the rectory of
Osgathorpe, vacant by the resignation of the Rev. M. N. Ray

Rev. C. W. J. Perry was Rector from 1938 to 1957.

The Rev. Northmore followed Rev. Perry
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REV. C. W. J. PERRY - RECTOR OF OSGATHORPE
FROM 1938 TO 1957

OSGATHORPE WAS ENRICHED BY HIS PRESENCE

OSGATHORPE RECTOR DIES AT 49

The following is transcribed from an undated Coalville Times newspaper
clipping:-

SAD VILLAGERS KEPT NIGHT VIGIL OVER LATE RECTOR

Sorrowing parishioners kept an all night vigil over the body of their Rector, the
Rev. Cyril. William. James Perry, as he lay in Osgathorpe Church on Monday
night.

Then they gathered silently at the graveside on Tuesday as the Bishop of Leicester
(Dr. R. R. Williams) led prayers during the burial service.

Mr. Perry who had been Rector of Osgathorpe for 19 years since 1938 died in
Leicester Royal Infirmary last week aged 49.
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He had been in poor health for some weeks, but conducted services at his church as
usual on the Sunday prior to his death.

The funeral service at the Church was conducted by Canon F. G. Hogarth (Rural
Dean) and the lesson was read by the Archdeacon of Loughborough (the Ven R. B.
Cole).

CLERGY MOURN HIM

Present at the service were Canon R. J. Fielder (Rural Dean of Christianity), who
was at Kelham College with Mr. Perry; the Vocar of Coalville (Rev. A. S. Oscroft); the
Vicar of Hugglescote (Rev. J. A. Bishop); the Vicar of Snibstone (Re. J. T. Walker);
the Vicar of Thringstone (Rev. L. J. Chesterman); the Vicar of Belton (Rev. L. W.
Wray); the Vicar of Copt Oak ( Rev. F. R. S. Byfield),; the Vicar of Swannington (Rev
R. L. Williams); the Rector of Ravenstone (Rev. M. Atterbury — Thomas); the Rector
of Ibstock (Rev. W. O. Chantler) and the Vicar of Melbourne, Derbys (Rev. R. R.
Honner).

A memorial service to Mr. Perry was conducted at Osgathorpe church on Sunday
night by Canon Hogarth.

The following is transcribed from an undated Coalville Times newspaper
clipping by Lavengro:-

The influence and discipline of his seven years training at Kelham remained with the
Rev. C. J. W. Perry — 19 years Rector of Osgathorpe — throughout his clerical life.

Apart from the oft repeated tributes to the Mission, there was no mistake in the
nature and origin of his training. His convictions were unshakeable and his preaching
and more personal conversations were evidence of the definiteness of his own
beliefs.

There were no half-shades in Rev. Perry’s teaching. He had little use for the
vacillating he could perceive elsewhere. He carried out his work as a parish priest
unswervingly; let who might praise or condemn.

And at all times he put spiritual matters first in his churchmanship and refused to
countenance the idea that any parson in a parish should in effect become the
steward of a social club.

Kelham certainly did its work well in preparing this young priest well, after curacies
held in busier places, came to the quietude of Osgathorpe determined to maintain the
traditions of the parish and to do the duty he had been called. No man strove less for
popularity, no incumbent gave more of himself to his ideals.

He came to Osgathorpe with all the enthusiasm of early manhood. At once he made
himself responsible for the co-ordination of youth activities in the Rural Deanery.
Come the Second World War, he found himself taking charge of the parish of
Swannington, during the absence of the then vicar, the Rev. L. W. Wray (now of
Belton) as an Army Chaplain.

Mr. Perry was in everyway a live wire and his value was appreciated outside his own
parish boundaries, but his activities were suddenly curtailed by a nervous illness,
which as the years went by, showed but little signs of improvement. It was the type of
illness unrevealed to the casual acquaintance, but his parishioners and friends knew
how gravely it had check-mated his efforts, even though he managed to keep up with
the routine part of his work.

12




Mr. Perry was a musician to his finger-tips and his illness, fortunately for him and for
others, did not interfere with his skill or of his giving of advice or encouragement in
varied directions

The organ in Osgathorpe Church has the distinction of having been built to the
detailed specification of the Rector (see the following newspaper article). To
many, this organ seems to have a characteristic all of its own.

When Mr. Perry played the instrument, it was as though the listeners were
transported from the small village church to a vast cathedral. One explanation of this
given to me, is that the fullness of sound is caused by the unusual height of the
church roof

So far as the church fabric was concerned, Mr. Perry always had the happy knack of
looking for trouble and having it prevented, rather than waiting until some major
restoration scheme became necessary.

He knew and loved every stone of his church and he would spend considerable time
in making inspections on his own, and then talking over the matter with the builder.

Wisely, he recognised that with a building of such great age there was always the
possibility of some repair or other being required.

He was intensely proud of the antiquity of the church of St. Mary the Virgin, and at all
times was ready to enthuse over its history; the original East wall; the positions of
former side-altars, the building of the small but effective sanctuary. For this he
designed the most expressive furnishings, and encouraged his people to find the
money to pay for them. This he did not only to provide himself with a useful task but
also to save money for his parishioners.

In organising his small parish magazine, Mr. Perry wrote the copy, set up the type,
and ran the machine entirely by himself making a charge, of course, to cover for
materials but donating any surplus to church funds.

He knew much more about cars than driving. Callers at the rectory were frequently
directed to the garage where they would find Mr. Perry shirt-sleeved and in skilled
tussle with some piece of mechanism of his car. It was the same with the car as the
church fabric. He liked to meet troubles halfway, instead of waiting for them to
develop.

He retained his musical contacts and it was for some time an ambition of his to form
a local society of Church Music for which Thringstone seemed to him to be the
likeliest meeting place, from the standpoint of attendance. It was a matter for his
great regret that this idea was never brought to fruition, although a number of people
in neighbouring villages, knowing Mr. Perry’s musical qualifications, were interested.

To Mr. Perry, money-raising was a means to an end. He held an annual garden fete
for church funds in the Rectory grounds. But he held no opening ceremony. When all
were assembled at the appointed hour, the Rector would simply clap his hands and
shout “Come and get it’, and that was that. The idea of inviting outsiders to open
these fetes was distasteful to him “We say all the nice things to each other”, he once
told me, “and the openers knew all the time that the only reason we have invited
them is to get a donation out of them!”. Somehow or other, the money was always
forthcoming.

Because of his illness, Mr. Perry was unable to accept outside preaching
engagements and the current dearth of clergy made things so that, while
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neighbouring clergy were at all times willing to exchange pulpits, they could not leave
their own church to preach at Osgathorpe. The days of a plentiful supply of assistant
curates had long gone. This it was that the pulpit of Osgathorpe church did not often
contain a visiting preacher.

In other directions Mr. Perry refrained from competing with any other parishes in any
efforts. He simply saw to it that his own parishioners did their best. In his own parish
he sponsored the formation of a youth Fellowship and he was a steadfast friend of
the local Mother’s Union.

He was no advocate for publicity as such. Indeed, rather the reverse, after one
particular experience. For many years, the local church school had been unused and
semi-derelict, and the authorities had given permission for the building to be sold, as
it stood, for the almost incredibly small sum of £80 odd. Mr. Perry had no part in
passing this information on to the Press, but these things have a knack of getting out
and this offer for sale was printed, as a news item, while the Rector was away from
home for a few days. On his return home he found a collection of letters from people
who wanted to buy the old school. Some contained lengthy questionnaires
concerning the amenities of Osgathorpe, from every conceivable angle. Worse than
this there were enquirers who arrived in person and who walked into the church while
the Rector was conducting a service, to issue their barrage of questions!

Throughout his incumbency, Mr. Perry was concerned only with the efficacy of his
work as parish priest. Such things as personal popularity and the social status of the
clergy were entirely outside his interest. His untimely death was a great blow to his
parishioners and friends.

The 1939 register records that the Rev. Perry was also the “Air Raid Warden”
for Ashby de la Zouch and his wife was the “Parish Billeting Officer” for
Osgathorpe which involved organising the hosts for the evacuees coming from
Birmingham and Coventry.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Leicester Mail - October 2" 1869

OSGATHORPE. Harvest Thanksgiving and Festival. — On Friday last, the 24th inst.
a very earnest and impressive sermon was preached in the parish church of
Osgathorpe by the Rev. Walter A. Williams, the rector, from Matthew ix38, “Pray ye,
therefore, the Lord of the harvest that lie will send labourers into His harvest;” after
which a collection was made, and the proceeds handed over to the Church Extension
Society, Leicester. The church was tastefully decorated with suitable mottoes for the
occasion. By the kind permission of Mr. Miller, an extensive tent was erected in one
of his fields, and the joint efforts of committee consisting of Mr. Kidger, Mr. Mosely,
Mr. Hollingshead, Mr. Mackie, Mr Josiah Bransonn, W. Branson, Mr Goodman, Mr
Gilbert, Mr. John Rennocks, Mr Wm. Rennocks, Mr. Platts, &c. (aided by
subscriptions kindly given by John Bostock, Esq. Breedon Lodge, and Mr. Henry
Miles, of Osgathorpe). A hot dinner was provided for the labourers, their wives, and
children. An ample supply of roast beef and mutton, together with potatoes,
cabbages, and turnips, and some really excellent plum puddings, cheese, &c.,
appeared to be heartily enjoyed by the recipients, who well and truly aided in the
consumption thereof, to the extreme gratification of the purveyors, Messrs. Goodman
and Gilbert. The gathering was much indebted to the exertions of Mr. J. P. White,
who kindly presided over the committee and the dinner, adding every care and
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conviviality for the comfort, enjoyment, and amusement of those who participated in
the treat. Moreover, they were much indebted to Geo. L. Vaughan, Esq., for
permitting the attendance of the Snibston Colliery Company’s splendid brass band,
which exceedingly enhanced the cheerfulness of the afternoon by melodious and
well executed performances, for it truly said that Music will soften rocks, and bend
the knotted oak. With such effects it cannot be wondered that the pleasures of the
day were so much increased, and that satisfaction and enjoyment were visibly
manifested in every countenance, the faithful index of the mind. The decorations
were very good, and tastefully displayed. Superb and elegant flags floated the
breeze, and other displays of evergreen arches and ornamental emblems were
erected suitable for the occasion. We must, however, not forget to remind the sons of
toil of the great First-cause by whom it was ordained that man should live by the
sweat of his brow; also of His promise that seed time and harvest shall never fail,”
and that, therefore, while impressed with feelings of great joy and gladness, we ought
to feel sincere gratitude and thankfulness to the great Giver of all good things. After
the dinner was over and some “nut brown ale” supplied, our president (Mr. White)
gave the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, i.e.,“The Queen and Royal Family,” “The
Bishops and Clergy of the Diocese,” and Christian ministers of every denomination,”
“The Agriculturists,” coupled with the name of Mr. Kidger, who responded in neat and
impressive speech, and concluded by giving the health of the labourers, upon whom
he passed some pleasing and welcome words of praise. Then came the sports of the
day, viz., cricket and sack racing, for which three prizes were given to be contended
for, and also produced merriment. Dancing afterwards commenced in right earnest,
the band playing till the evening drove the merrymakers under the tent, which was
well lighted up. The tables being removed, dancing was again carried on, and
another supply of ale provided. Shortly before nine o’clock, our highly esteemed
president closed the evening with many very amusing and laughable remarks, in the
course of which, and after the toast of “The Ladies” had been proposed Mr. Bennett,
the president jokingly touched upon the ladies bonnets, and reminded those present
of the different funny names given to them, viz., “The coal-scuttle bonnet,” “The
cottage bonnet,” &c., ascending to the present day, the very acme of perfection
being, as Punch said, “a postage stamp tied on by two short strings” — of course
ambitions of our Queen’s image on the crown. The company, after giving the health
of Mr. Kidger and Mr. White with musical honours, retired expressing their sincere
thanks, and hoping that they might have another bountiful harvest home next year,
and as bountiful festival as that just terminated. On Sunday last, a thanksgiving
sermon was preached at the Wesleyan Chapel by Mr. Cash, of Ashby, to a
numerous assembly, from 1 Peter v. 7. “He careth for you;” and after a most eloquent
and impressive discourse collection was made in aid of the funds of the
Loughborough Dispensary.

The following is transcribed from a Coalville Times undated newspaper
clipping c. 1947:-

A new two - manual organ recently installed at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
Osgathorpe was dedicated by the Rector, the Rev. C. W. J. Perry, last Thursday
evening “to the glory of God, in grateful remembrance of His Blessings and Mercies
bestowed upon this parish since the foundation of the church in 1204.

The removal of the old organ from the East end of the church and the installation of
the new one at the West end is the result of a thanksgiving appeal launched in 1945.
The money has been raised locally and most of it in the parish through the loyalty of
the choir and congregation. Only £100 remains to be raised to complete the cost of
nearly £950.
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The preacher at the dedication service was the Rev. Fr. Lewes Andrews, S.S.M.
organist at the House of the Sacred Mission. Kelham, and the lessons were read by
Mr. E. Elcock, the Church organist, and the Rev. L. W. Wray, Vicar of the
neighbouring parish of Belton.

The new organ was played by the Rector, the organist of the church Mr. E. Elcock
and by Fr. Lewes Andrews, who afterwards played the Chorale in A Minor of Ceasar
Franck as the voluntary.
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