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A search of local newspapers by the author has revealed that the Newbold 
Glove factory was owned from 1946 to 1950 by Messr's George Braund Ltd 
who also had  factories at Shepshed and Loughborough where manufacturing 
of men's and women's outwear knitted garments took place on flat bed 
knitting machines. The Newbold glove factory went under the name of Geo 
Braund Ltd. 
 
 It is assumed that the large wooden building which housed the factory was 
actually built by Geo Braund, but an actual date when this took place is not 
known, however, as advertising for staff began in 1946 it was probably about 
that time that the factory was opened.  
 
Research suggests that flat bed knitting machines were also installed at 
Newbold in addition to the Glove knitting machines, to enable outwear to be 
made there also. The factory itself was situated  on School Lane and Women 
from both Newbold and the surrounding area would have been employed 
there, although adverts for staff generally requested 14 to 18 year old girls to 
apply. It is interesting to note that the Newbold factory had its own canteen 
and the employees were entertained with music whilst they worked which was 
an obvious attraction for girls to apply. Also union agreed rates of pay were 
paid, presumably on a piece work basis. Rest periods in the morning and 
afternoon were provided. 
 
It was certainly a distinct industry from the other heavy  industries in the 
immediate area like coal mining, sanitary pipe making and brick making and 
provided work more suited to females.  
 
It is not known when the business closed down, but by the 1960s, the factory 
building housed a working men's club with a bar where social events and 
dancing etc were held. 
 
Newbold, Coleorton Heritage Group tell us that the factory was situated 
on land currently occupied by No. 5 School Lane and it  provided work 
for around 30 local women and was a distinct industry in the area. 
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A SERIES OF ADVERTISEMENTS RELATING TO 
THE NEWBOLD, COLEORTON GLOVE 

FACTORY 

 
 
Coalville Times - Friday 15 October 1948 

  

 

Coalville Times - Friday 13 September 1946 

  

 
 

Coalville Times - Friday 14 April 1950  
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Leicester Daily Mercury - Saturday 07 February 1970 

  

 
 
 


