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Samuel Stewart, 2 x Great grandfather of the author was born on the 10th of 
October 1818 in Breedon on the Hill, Leics. Samuels first marriage was to Ann 
Morley in April 1843. She was born in Breedon on the Hill also about 1818. She died 
6 months later on September 18th, 1843 in Lount, Leicestershire.   
 
Samuel married Maria Higgins just over 2 years later on the 29th December 1845 at 
Breedon Parish Church. Maria was born on in September 1823 in Smisby, 
Derbyshire.  Samuel and Maria are recorded as being resident in Staunton Harold, 
Leics in 1851 and 1871, and Maria in 1861. 
 
They had five children - Thomas, b.1847 Breedon on the Hill : Mary, b. 02 Sep 1848 : 
Benjamin, b.1850, Breedon on the Hill : Mary, b.1850 Breedon on the Hill and 
Samuel, b 06 May 1854 at Lount.  
 
Benjamin Stewart, who was the second born son of Samuel Stewart and Maria 
Higgins married Marcella Wesson on the 26th May, 1866 in Shardlow, Derbyshire. 
She was the daughter of David Wesson and Anne and was born 1852 in Dublin, 
Ireland. Benjamin and Marcella residence in 1871 is recorded as Church Gresley, 
Derbys. They had six children and except for the first born Samuel, b. 10. 01.1871, 
born in Lount, the rest were born in Yorkshire. Details of their children are :- 
 
Samuel Stewart, b. 10.01.1871, Lount - d. 1942, Castleford, Yorks 
Lilly Stewart, b. 1874 in Gildersome, Leeds, Yorks. 
Thomas Stewart, b. 20 May 1876, East Ardsley, Yorks - d.. 12 Dec 1958, Castleford, 
Yorks. 
Annie Maria Stewart, b. 1879, Whitwood Mere, Castleford, Yorks 
Mary Stewart, b.1882, Castleford, Yorks 
Benjamin Stewart, b. 1884, Castleford, Yorks - d. 1950, Castleford, Yorks. 
 

By 1876 they had moved to Griffydam, Leics as their first born son Samuel was 
registered at the 'Griffydam Wesleyan Methodist Day and Sabbath School' with 
an admittance date of 26.03.1876. However, they must have moved to Castleford, 
Yorkshire within a few weeks as their second son Thomas was born in East 
Yardsley, Yorks on 20th May 1876. 

 
Benjamin and his wife moved to Castleford, Yorkshire in 1876 to work in the glass 
works. They used to visit Coleorton on occasions to see my grandfather Samuel 
Stewart and his family and bring such objects as paperweights  as presents. These 
were known in the trade as dumps. 
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Extract from 'Griffydam Wesleyan Day and Sabbath School'  
admittance register 

No.116 - entry for Samuel Stewart with date and d.o.b in RH column 
 

 
 
 
 

 


