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PREFACE 
 

Ernest Elcock and his wife Miriam were both school teachers before moving 
from Upper Penn, Staffordshire to the local area between 1911 and 1921. 
Ernest made a significant contribution to local education both at the Newbold 
C of E School for several years and at Griffydam, where he was headmaster 
of the senior school there for 22 years. 
 
Their son William Dennis attended Ashby de la Zouch Boys Grammar School 
before going to Manchester University and achieving a BA honours in French 
He achieved academic notoriety through his book 'The Romance Languages'. 

 

 

 
ERNEST EDWIN ELCOCK AGED 44 
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When Ernest Edwin Elcock was born on January 7th 1884, in Alveley, 
Shropshire, his father, William Elcock, was 24 and his mother, Louisa 
Elizabeth Passey, was 25. By 1911 he had married Miriam Evelyn Thorpe 
who was born in Wolverhampton on February 28th 1885. They were living in 
Upper Penn, Staffordshire when Ernest is recorded as being an assistant 
schoolmaster. They had a son William Dennis Elcock aged 4mths at the time 
the 1911 census was taken.   
 

 
 
When the 1921 census was taken, they also had two daughters, both also 
born in 'Upper Penn', Staffordshire : Evelyn May was born in 1913 and Olive 
May in 1915. 
 
The 1921 census records that they had moved to the local area, where Ernest 
Elcock had taken the post of headmaster at 'Worthington (Newbold) Church of 
England School', Miriam had also entered the teaching profession as she is 
recorded as an assistant teacher there.  
 

 
 
This would have been Newbold C of E School (Worthington indicating the 
parish) as Worthington village did not have its own school till 1926. All the 
three children were in full time education, presumably at Newbold C of E 
School.  
 
William or Dennis as he was known, was 10yrs 6m old in 1921 and he was 
shortly to move to Ashby Boys Grammar School, to continue his education, 
but more about that later. Newbold school is given as being of Elementary 
Standard at the time. In November 1919, it was recorded in the Leicester 
Journal that 56 children were walking from the village of Worthington to 
Newbold for their education.  
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Ernest Elcock would have moved to take the position of Headmaster at 
Newbold school sometime between the 1911 and 1921 censuses. He left in 
1926 to become the Headmaster at Griffydam Senior School. 

 
There was no central heating in Newbold C of E School  in those days, and 
open fires would have welcomed the children on winter mornings. In the big 
schoolroom, a huge cast iron fire grate would have kept the children warm. 
Paraffin lamps swung from the ceiling and although these were not often used 
in school times, they were always glowing every other Sunday when a Church 
Service was held there instead of the locals having to walk all the way down 
to Worthington church. 
 

 
 

The three people in the above early 1900s photograph of Newbold C of E 
school are the school headmaster at the time, Reuben Sisson, with his wife 
Clara and Hilda Daisy Statham, an assistant teacher. Hilda Daisy Statham 
was born at Worthington in 1892 to James Statham (a boot and shoe maker) 
Her sister Elizabeth Statham, was recorded in the 1921 census as being a 
teacher at Griffydam school. 
 
Reuben Sissons had been the schoolmaster for 25 years, and was organist 
and choirmaster at Worthington church for 18 years. It is assumed that Ernest 
Elcock would have followed Reuben Sisson as the headmaster and the family 

would have lived in the schoolmaster's house which is the building 

on the left. 

 
******** 
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EDWIN ELCOCK BECOMES HEADMASTER AT  
GRIFFYDAM SENIOR SCHOOL 

 
The new Griffydam Senior School, shown on the following map marked C, 
was built adjacent to what is now School Lane Hill, Peggs Green c.1915. It 
was converted into a private residence a few years ago. 
 

 
 

Extract from 1923 O/S map 

A - The former "Griffydam WesleyanMethodist Day School" built 1853  

which was subsequently used as an adult education institute 

B - Now Nottingam Road  

C - Griffydam  School built c.1915. 
D - School Lane  

 

 
 

Griffydam Senior School viewed from Nottingham Road 
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Ernest Elcock became headmaster in 1926 and the school log book records 
that he retired after 22 years service on September 30th 1948. Children from 
Griffydam, Newbold, Coleorton, Peggs Green, Swannington, Thringstone and 
Osgathorpe attended the school.  Pupils could transfer to the grammar school 
in Coalville at 11 years of age if they passed the 11+ examination. Others 
stayed there until they reached 14 years of age 

 During the second world war evacuees from Birmingham and London came 
to the school.  In 1939, there were 221 pupils.   The school did not have 
running water supplied until 1939.  Prior to that, drinking water was obtained 
from 'Griffy Well', which was a short walk from the school. 

After 1948, pupils aged 11 and over were transferred to secondary schools in 
Coalville and the school became an Infant and Junior School.   Pupils from 
the Infant School on the Top Road, Griffydam which was built in 1936 were 
transferred to the former Senior School where Miss K. Wright became the 
headmistress. 

 In 1954, the existing 59 pupils moved back to the former infant school on the 
Top Road, Griffydam and the school on School Lane continued as an annex 
to Coalville Grammar School until 1962. Pupils were transported to the school 
in buses. 

Margaret Barkby, born and bred in Coleorton, started attending the new 
school c.1923/4 and recalled that the headmaster was known as 'Daddy' 
Elcock. Mr. Kirk was the woodwork master, and other teachers remembered 
were Mr. Danvers, Miss Florrie Johnson, Miss Starbuck and Miss Morley. 
Margaret went on to Broomleys' School at Coalville and left to work in 
Leicester at the age of 14. The author has not been able to discover why 
Edwin Ernest Elcock was referred to as 'Daddy' but it has been confirmed by 
other pupils who attended the school. 

 

 

Griffydam Football Team 1928/29 season   
Mr. Ernest Elcock (headmaster) is on the RH side 

https://www.griffydamhistory.com/griffy-well
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Whilst Ernest Elcock was at Griffydam Senior School, he and his wife Miriam 
plus children lived in the headmaster's house which adjoined the 'Harley 
Endowed Free Grammar School' at Osgathorpe for which he had somehow 
presumably managed to secure the lease for from the Thomas Harley 
Osgathorpe Charity.   
 

   

 
The former Osgathorpe Grammar school  

and the adjoining headmaster's house 

 
The 'Harley Free Endowed Grammar School' closed c.1906 basically due to a 
lack of pupils and the existence of an Elementary National School at 
Osgathorpe which persuaded the education authorities to build a new 
grammar school at Coalville known initially as Newbridge High School. 
Following his retirement, Ernest Elcock was vice chairman of the governors of 
that school for a number of years. The 'Harley Free Endowed Grammar 
School' was later re-opened as an infant school for a period.  
 
Ernest and Miriam Elcock  were still living at Harley House when Ernest died 
on the 20th December 1966, aged 82. He pre-deceased Miriam by 9 years 
who died on the 15th November 1976 age 91. It is assumed Miriam still 
resided at Harley House following her husband's death. 
 
Ernest and Miriam Elcock played an active part in Osgathorpe village life. The 
Sunday  before he died, Ernest played the organ at St. Mary's Church, 
Osgathorpe where he had been organist for many years. Ernest was a 
member and former chairman of the local parish council and in the 
educational sphere remained vice-chairman of the governors of Coalville 
Grammar School until his resignation a week prior to his death. Mrs Elcock 
was for many years president of Osgathorpe Women’s Institute and it is 
assumed she continued to live at Harley House following her husband's 
death. Sadly, their son William Dennis pre-deceased his parents, but more 
about William Dennis later. 
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Ernest and Miriam Elcock's grave in  
Osgathorpe's new cemetery off Breedon road 

 
Leicester Mercury - Weds Dec 21st 1966 
 

Ex - Griffydam Headmaster Dies Aged 82 
 
The death has occurred at his home Harley House Osgathorpe of Mr Ernest 
Edwin Elcock former headmaster of Griffydam School near Coalville Mr 
Elcock 82 took an active part in village life. Last Sunday he played the organ 
at the village church at Osgathorpe where he had been organist for many 
years Mr Elcock came to Leicestershire from Shropshire almost half century 
ago to become the head of Griffydam School and retired about 15 (?) years 
ago after 30 (?) years there. He was a member and former chairman of the 
local parish council and in the educational sphere remained vice-chairman of 
the governors of Coalville Grammar School until his resignation just over a 
week ago. He leaves a wife Mrs Elcock who was for many years president of 
Osgathorpe Women’s Institute and two daughters. 
 
Leicester Mercury - Saturday February 25th 1967. 
 
Mr Ernest Edwin Elcock Harley House Osgathorpe who died  December 20 
last year left £4,073  7s. gross, £3,996 net. 
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PROFESSOR WILLIAM DENNIS ELCOCK  
 1910 to 1960 

 

Professor William Dennis Elcock (known as Dennis) was the only son of 
Ernest and Miriam Elcock. He was born in 'Upper Penn', Staffordshire in 
1910. 
 
Little information is available on Dennis, but he was an academic who 
achieved some notoriety through a book he wrote entitled 'The Romance 
Languages' which was first published in 1960, the year of his death. 
 

 
 

The family had moved to Newbold by 1921 when William Dennis was 10yrs  
6m of age. Shortly afterwards, he went to Ashby Boy's Grammar School 
where it is recorded in the Nottingham Evening Post - 11 Aug 1927 that he 
had passed the 'University of London' intermediate examination in Arts at the 
age of 17. In the 'Birmingham Daily Gazette' - 18th Aug 1928 it is recorded 
that  he had passed the 'High school Certificate in Arts' at age 18.  
 
He qualified to go to the University of Manchester from where he graduated in 
1932 with a BA. 1st class honours in French. His undergraduate career at 
Manchester was apparently one of exceptional distinction.  
 
He was professor of Romance Philology and Medieval French Literature at 
London University from 1947 and Head of the Department of French at 
Westfield College.  He sadly died at the early age of 49 on October 7th at his 
London home. 
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Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 11 October 1960  
 

The death has occurred at his home in London of Mr. William Dennis Elcock, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Elcock, of Harley House. Osgathorpe. Mr. Elcock, who 
was married, leaves a widow, but no family. He was Professor of Romance 
Philology and Medieval French Literature in the University of London from 
1947, and he had been head of the French Department at Westfield College. 
 

 
 

Professor William Dennis Elcock 
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OBITUARY 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 

 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 

 


