
16637 PRIVATE ALBERT SHAKESPEARE 
3rd BATT'N (RESERVE) LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT 

1895 - 22nd AUGUST 1917 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Griffydam Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and the old part of the graveyard  
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Commonwealth War Grave Commission grave made from Portland Stone  
in Griffydam Wesleyan Methodist Graveyard  

It includes the Leicestershire regimental symbol  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRAVE LOCATED IN AREA - A 
 

 
 

 
There are 300,000 War graves and memorials in the UK from the two World Wars 
and there are 172,000 War graves from the first and second World Wars at 13,000 
locations throughout the UK. These include the graves for many of those who died in 
Military hospitals who would then be buried in local cemeteries. Others may well be 
for men and women who died in training accidents or air raids. Others were killed in 
action in the air or at sea in coastal waters, with their bodies washed ashore. 
 
Individual gravestones account for the great majority of War burials in the UK, and 
can be found in every conceivable type of burial ground, including many local church 
yards. Many are marked with commission headstones, but over 30,000 are marked 
by private memorials chosen by relatives at the time. 
 
Eligibility for a CWGC War grave generally requires a casualty to have died overseas 
while employed with the armed forces; or from wounds inflicted whilst serving 
overseas.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3rd BATTALION (RESERVE) LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT 
 
There is little information recorded about this regiment, presumably because it never 
travelled overseas and engaged in military combat. 
 
3rd Battalion (Reserve) Leicestershire regiment were a Special Reserve battalion 

(sometimes referred to as Militia) which served only in the UK. On the  4th August 

1914, it was stationed at Leicester, and then relocated to Portsmouth. In May 1915, it 
relocated to Hull and remained there for the duration of the War. In some cases the 
soldiers were geographically stationed elsewhere in the UK performing war work at a 
munitions factory for example, at such locations as Nottingham, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Birmingham etc.  
 
16637 Private Albert Shakespeare's War grave registration documentation states 
that he died from wounds, so presumably this happened during a training exercise, or 
whilst working in a munitions factory, but that is only conjecture. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has 96 recorded WW1 deaths for the 
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment. These would have all taken place 
in the UK 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16637 PRIVATE ALBERT SHAKESPEARE 
CWGC CERTIFICATE 

***** 

 
In Memory Of 

 
Private 

ALBERT SHAKESPEARE 
Service Number: 16637 

 
3rd Bn., Leicestershire Regiment who died on 22 August 1917 Age 22 
 

Son of Joseph Shakespeare, of Peggs Green, Coleorton, Leicester. 

 
Remembered with Honour 

 
GRIFFYDAM WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPELYARD 

 

 
 

 
 

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH 
WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 
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Albert was recorded as the son of Joseph Shakespeare of Pegg's Green by the 
CWGC. After Albert enlisted (probably in 1914 aged 19)  he was posted to the 3rd 
(reserve) Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment. His War grave registration records (see 
end of publication) states that he died from wounds, so presumably this happened 
during a training exercise, or whilst working in a munitions factory, but that is only 
conjecture. 
 

1871 CENSUS - COLEORTON 
 

Joseph Shakespear (aged 22), a colliery labourer, born in Lount (in 1891 / 1901 is 
given as Coleorton) is married to Sarah (20) born in Coleorton. They have a son 
Samuel (2) and a son Joseph (11m) both born in Coleorton. They were living in Moor 
Town. 

 

1891 CENSUS - PEGG'S GREEN 
 

The family are now living in Pegg's Green next to the Griffydam Wesleyan Day 
School. The children are Samuel (22), Phoebe (13), Elizabeth / Lizzie (8), Annie (6), 
Alice (4), Walter (2) and William (9m). 

 
1901 CENSUS INFORMATION - PEGG'S GREEN 

 

 
 

 
 
The Shakespeare family are still living next to the Griffydam Wesleyan Day School in 
1901 and have three further children George (b.1893), Albert (b.1895) and Gertrude 
(b. 1897). They had a son Joseph born in Coleorton in 1870, but he had most likely 
left home or had died. Joseph and Sarah therefore appear to have had a total of 8 
children. 



GRAVE RECORD DOCUMENTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 


