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Margaret Mead of Osgathorpe was buried in St. Mary's Church, Osgathorpe 
graveyard on 27th June 1707 having made her will on the 25th of July 1705. The 
burial records indicate that her grave had a headstone with an inscription. There is no 
record of her in the Osgathorpe parish baptism records, so we do not know when or 
where she was born at the time of writing.  
 

***************** 
The following is transcribed form the first and most significant part of the 1837 
Charity Commissioner's report, which features in full on pages 4 to 6 :-           
 
Margaret Mead owned land and hereditaments in Belton and Osgathorpe and in her 
will she devised to the Church Wardens of Osgathorpe and their successors a rent 
charge of £5 per annum out of her lands and hereditaments, to be paid free from 
deductions, by equal payments, at Michaelmas and Lady Day in each year, which 
was to be disposed of in buying 2s. worth of bread every week (except Christmas 
week and the week following); 1s. worth of the said bread she directed the said 
wardens or overseers to distribute on each Sunday (except as aforesaid) to such of 
the poor of Osgathorpe as should be aged and impotent, and should have been at 
the parish church on such Sunday; and the other 1s. worth of the said bread to be 
given by the said persons, or the baker of Osgathorpe, at the parish Church every 
Friday in every week (except the weeks aforesaid), between the hours of 10 and 12 
in the forenoon to such  of the poor of the neighbouring villages to Osgathorpe (these 
would have been Belton and Thringstone) as should come on the day for the same.  
 
And the said Testatrix gave to the Church wardens of Osgathorpe and Belton, and 
their successors, one other rent charge of £10, out of the aforesaid hereditaments, to 
be paid on the days aforesaid, without any deduction whatsoever, and to be yearly 
disposed of in apprenticing in some good trade within the city of London, or the 
weekly bills of mortality, a poor boy born in one of the parishes of Osgathorpe,  
Belton or Thringstone (within the parish of Whitwick), in the county of Leicester, to be 
chosen by  the minister and churchwardens of Osgathorpe and the next Justice of 
the Peace residing next to such parishes, or any three of them, whereof the minister 
of Osgathorpe, should always be one, and to be selected the first year out of the 
parish of Osgathorpe, the second year out of the parish of Belton, and the third year 
out of the village of Thringstone, and so out of one of the said parishes in the same 
course, one after another, alternately and successively : and she directed that the 
boys so to be put out apprentice should be born of honest parents, and be perfect in 
their parts both of body and mind, and should be expert in reading and writing, and 
understand the four first rules of arithmetic (add, subtract, divide and multiply), and 
should repeat without book, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
and the catechism of the Church of England, and be educated in the principals of that 
communion, and should be between the ages of 14 and 18 years ;  and that such 
boys who should be of kin to her, and should be qualified as aforesaid, should be 
preferred above all others : and she ordered that, out of the first receipt of the rent 
charge of £10, three brass plates should be made, on which should be 
engraved as account of the said gifts; one of such plates to be set up in a 
convenient and conspicuous place in every of the parish churches of 
Osgathorpe, Belton and Whitwick.  
 
In 1752, information was filed in 'The Court of Chancery' by the Attorney General 
relating to the fact that the poor people of the villages could not afford to send their 
children to be apprenticed in London taking into account the small sum of £10 to be 
allotted, whereby the charitable intentions of the Testatrix were defeated and 'The 
master of The Rolls' decreed that boys would be appointed out of the villages of 
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Osgathorpe, Belton and Thringstone and to be apprenticed out in proper trades near 
to the nominated parishes or villages. 
 

***************** 
 
The author has carried out some research into what happened to  Margaret Mead's 
charity. The current Charity Commission website shows that individual charities for 
an apprentice boy were actually established separately in Osgathorpe, Belton and 
Thringstone. 
 

 Thringstone (Charity umber 527814) was registered on 30th November 1967 
and known as 'Thringstone Vicar and Churchwardens'. It was removed and 
ceased to exist on 19th October 2004. No accounts and annual returns 
available. 

  

 Osgathorpe (Charity number 527869) ceased to exist on 31st March 2016 as 
it had no income or expenditure. 

 

 Belton (Charity number 527815) ceased to exist from 2nd May 2019 as it only 
had an annual income of £6. 

 
A gentleman who was living in Osgathorpe as a young man, recalls receiving a gift of 
£10 from the trust towards an apprenticeship c.1963. 
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