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FORWARD 
 
The following interesting death notice appeared in the Nottingham Evening Post. The appended 
five pages reveal some fascinating information on the past life of these two gentlemen, whose 
roots were established in Coleorton and Swannnington. William Berkin and his son John both 
became pioneers of Montana. 
 
The appended pages no’s 4 to 7, provide a surprisingly detailed insight into the pioneering lives of 
these two gentlemen in Montana, which starts on the first page under the sub-heading John 
Berkin.  
 
William’s Father was Thomas Birkin who married Sarah Tugby. They had four sons including 
William and three daughters. They were obviously an extremely talented and well educated 
family. One of the sons became chief of police in London and another became a hotel owner in 
London. 
 

Nottingham Evening Post – December 12th 1927 
 
News has been received of the death of Mr. William Berkin, aged 101, at Montana, U.S.A. Mr. 
Berkin was a Leicestershire man, having been born at Coleorton on June 26th 1826. He was one 
of the pioneers of Montana, and had an adventurous career.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is hoped that as Berkin was / is a local name, then someone may have looked into the 
genealogy of the families and could furnish the author with further information. He can be 
contacted via the Griffydam heritage website griffydamhistory.com 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MONTANA 

Native Americans were the first inhabitants of the area to become known as the state of Montana. 
Tribes include the Crows in the south central region, the Cheyenne in the southeastern part of the 
state, the Blackfeet, Assiniboine, and Gros Ventres in the central and north-central areas, and the 
Kootenai and Salish in the western sector. The Pend d'Oreille were found around Flathead Lake, 
and the Kalispel occupied the western mountains. 

The US gained control of modern day Montana in 1803 

The Lewis and Clark European Expedition of 1804-1806 was the first group of white explorers to 
cross Montana. Hard on the heels of the expedition arrived the fur trappers and traders. Trappers 
brought alcohol, disease, and a new economic system to native populations. The fur trade was 
mostly over by the 1840s due to dwindling supplies of beaver and the loss of popularity of the 
beaver hat. 

Roman Catholic missionaries followed the trappers into Montana. They established Saint Mary's 
Mission in the Bitterroot Valley, thought to be the first permanent settlement in Montana. They 
also promoted agriculture and built a sawmill. 

The discovery of gold brought many prospectors into the area in the 1860s, and Montana became 
a territory in 1864. The rapid influx of people led to boomtowns that grew rapidly and declined just 
as quickly when the gold ran out. 

As more white people came into the area, Indians lost access to their traditional hunting grounds, 
and conflicts grew. The Sioux and Cheyenne were victorious in 1876 at the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn, and Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce won a battle in the Big Hole Basin (1877). Yet, in 
the end, the Indians could not hold out against the strength of the United States Army. 

Miners weren't the only early settlers in Montana. Cattle ranches began flourishing in western 
valleys during the 1860s as demand for beef in the new mining communities increased. After 
1870, open-range cattle operations spread across the high plains, taking advantage of the free 
public-domain land. 

During the 1880s railroads crossed Montana, and the territory became a state in 1889. Hardrock 
mining also began at this time. Butte became famous when silver and copper were discovered. 
The Anaconda Copper Company, owned by Marcus Daly, became one of the world's largest 
copper mining companies and exercised inordinate influence in the state 
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