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FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH 
 
This engraving of Stoughton Grange c. 1790 is taken from Throsby's "Select Views in 
Leicestershire", which demonstrates an elevation in the Gothic style. 
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THE COLEORTON BEAUMONTS' LINEAGE 
 
 

 
 

THE 12TH BARONET OF STOUGHTON DIED IN 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

..................Sir Henry Beaumont's only son, Sir Thomas Beaumont, 1st Viscount of 
Swords, 1st baronet of Coleorton, inherited the family possessions and became Lord 
of the manor of Coleorton from 1607 to 1625 (see preceding chart). He was also an 
M.P. for Tamworth from 1604 -1614. He was created the 1st Coleorton baronet, on 
the 17th Sept., I619, and was elevated to the peerage of Ireland, in 1622, by the title 
of Viscount Beaumont, of swords in the county of Dublin.  
 
On Sir Thomas's death in 1625, his oldest son Sir Sapcote Beaumont, inherited the 
2nd viscount of swords title. The 2nd Viscount Beaumont was a staunch Royalist 
supporter during the Civil War, and at the King's request fortified the medieval manor 
house at Coleorton in order to establish a Royalist Battalion there. It was later in the 
campaign captured by the Parliamentarians before being retaken by the Royalists, 
who caused substantial damage to the medieval manor house in order to prevent its 
potential use should the Parliamentarians return. The 2nd Viscount Beaumont's 
estates were sequestered, following which his brother-in-law Henry Hastings also 
made unsuccessful claims against the estate.  
 
After the destruction of the medieval manor house at Coleorton, the 2nd Viscount 
moved to Whitwick. Following the massive disruptions of the Civil Wars, the estate 
was in a very poor condition when Sir Thomas Beaumont 3rd Viscount of Swords, and 
3rd Baronet who was living in Whitwick at that time, inherited it. According to Butler-
Johnson, a second manor house was built on the original house site in 1660, 
however, in 1683, Thomas wrote a letter to his friend William Herrick at “Beaumanor” 
concerning the purchase of a number of trees, which would be used in either his 
mines or to re-build his Manor-House. This would suggest that the manor-house was 
again re-built between 1683 - 1702, as Sir Thomas was living in it when he died on 
June 11th 1702.  
 
Thomas Beaumont (1634-1702), 3rd Viscount Beaumont of Swords, who became a 
JP for Leicestershire after the Restoration was noted for his persecution of Quakers 
and other protestant nonconformists. He was married, but had no issue, and since 
his brothers had predeceased him (also without issue), the Viscountcy became 
extinct, and the Coleorton estate passed to his distant cousin, Sir George 
Beaumont (1664-1737), who was the 4th baronet, of Stoughton Grange. As can 
be seen from the preceding chart, all the subsequent Coleorton line of 
Beaumonts' inherited the title of baronet's of Stoughton. 

 
Sir Lewis Beaumont (1673-1738), 5th baronet of Stoughton, became lord of the 
manor of Coleorton (1737-1738) after Sir George's death. He left Stoughton on his 
death to his surviving sisters and the son and daughter of his deceased sister, 
Katherine Busby, so that it eventually passed out of the Beaumont family to Anne 
Busby and her husband, Anthony Keck. 
 
The Stoughton Grange branch of the Beaumont family was founded by Sir Thomas 
Beaumont (1556-1614),kt., the third son of Nicholas Beaumont (1526-85) of 
Coleorton, who married Katherine, the daughter and heiress of Thomas Farnham, 
who had acquired the Stoughton property after the dissolution of the monasteries. Sir 
Thomas and Katherine had a large family of thirteen children, the eldest of whom 
was Elizabeth Beaumont (c.1576-1651). 
 
It was from this branch of the family, that his grandson William Beaumont, the 3rd son 
of the 1st Baronet of Stoughton, married Jane Watts and went to live in Great 
Dunmow, Essex in 1670, and established the Dunmow line of Beaumonts (see 
preceding chart). 
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DESCENT LINE OF HEIRS TO STOUGHTON GRANGE 
 

 From Thomas Farnham of Bedworth (Warks), onwards.  

 Thomas Farnham's daughter Katherine, who married Sir Thomas 
Beaumont (1556-1614) kt. inherited and Stoughton then passed to Sir 
Thomas through marriage. 

 Sir Thomas Beaumont's son, Sir Henry Beaumont kt. (1584-1646) 
inherited 

 Sir Henry Beaumont's son, Sir Thomas Beaumont (1608-1676) inherited 
and became 1st baronet of Stoughton. 

 Sir Thomas Beaumont, 1st baronet's son Sir Henry Beaumont, 2nd 
baronet of Stoughton inherited 

 Sir Henry Beaumont, 2nd baronet's son, Sir Thomas Beaumont (1663-
1690), 3rd baronet of Stoughton inherited. 

 Sir George Beaumont (1664-1737), brother Sir Thomas Beaumont 3rd 
baronet of Stoughton inherited and became the 4th baronet of 
Stoughton. He inherited the manor of Coleorton from a distant cousin 
and through this, all subsequent Lords of the manor of Coleorton 
became baronets of Stoughton.  

 Sir Lewis Beaumont (1673-1738), 5th baronet of Stoughton, became lord 
of the manor of Coleorton (1737-1738) after Sir George's death. He left 
Stoughton on his death to his surviving sisters and the son and 
daughter of his deceased sister, Katherine Busby, so that it eventually 
passed out of the Beaumont family to Anne Busby and her husband, 
Anthony Keck. 

 A son, Anthony James Keck (c.1740-82) then inherited Stoughton 
Grange followed by his son, Piers Anthony Keck (1769-97) and his 
brother, George Anthony Legh-Keck (1774-1860).  

 It then passed to Maj. the Hon. Henry Littleton Powys-Keck (1812-63), a 
nephew by marriage. 

 It was then inherited from the major by his son, Henry Leycester Powys-
Keck (1841-1912) 

 In 1919, Stoughton Grange was sold to the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, and it was finally demolished by them in 1926. 
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STOUGHTON GRANGE                                                         
(Information Taken From Wikipedia)                                               

Stoughton Grange was a country house in the parish of Stoughton in Leicestershire 
and the family seat of the Farnham and Beaumont family. The house dated back to 
15th century but was demolished in 1926, after being a successful family home for 
over five hundred years.  

History and ownership 

The earliest record of the Grange was during the reign of Edward the Confessor 
between 1042-1066 at a place known as “Stoctone”. At the Domesday survey of 
1068 the land around Stoctone had been granted to Hugh de Grandmesnil, later 
descending to Robert Bossu, Earl of Leicester, who founded Leicester Abbey. In 
1157 Bossu gave what was now Stoughton to the Abbey and the land became a 
great source of income for the Abbey from the arable and pasture farmland.  

The next four hundred years the estate was improved and saw the construction of St. 
Mary and All Saints Church in the village during the 13th century and Abbott John 
Penny erected the first building known as “Stoughton Grange” in the 15th century. 
The church became the family church for the later resident families of the house and 
the family crypt is inside the church along with numerous memorials to the family.  

As a house 

In 1538 the Abbey and estates were surrendered to King Henry VIII and in 1560 
Queen Elizabeth I granted Stoughton to John Harington. The Stoughton estate was 
then purchased by Thomas Farnham who was the ‘Chancellor of the Exchequer’ to 
Elizabeth I.[4]  

For over three hundred years the Stoughton Estate remained in the ownership of the 
Farnham family and its descendants. The family name changed through the marriage 
of Farnham to the Beaumont family who are believed to be descendants of John 
Beaumont. Sir Thomas Beaumont, 1st Baronet of Stoughton Grange lived at the 
house until he died in 1676. His son Sir Henry Beaumont inherited the estate was 
also an MP for Leicestershire. The house and estate later passed to Anthony Keck of 
Lincolns Inn as his wife was Anne Busby of Beaumont, daughter of William Busby 
and Catherine Beaumont his wife. They had a son Anthony James Keck who 
became a politician and married Elizabeth Legh (daughter of Peter Legh of Lyme). 
The couple lived at Stoughton Grange and had six children, the only son to survive 
and inherit was George Anthony Legh Keck who lived at the house until he married 
his cousin Elizabeth Atherton in 1802 so that he could inherit the family’s Bank Hall 
estate in Lancashire. It was following the marriage that he moved to Bank Hall which 
he later renovated in 1832 and used Stoughton as a second home. Legh Keck 
remained a member of parliament for Leicestershire and frequently travelled between 
the estates. Upon the death of Legh Keck his brother-in-law Thomas Powys, 3rd 
Baron Lilford, inherited his estates, but also died a year later.  

In 1871 Harry Leycester Powys Keck lived at Stoughton Grange and was High 
Sheriff of Leicestershire. Powys Keck was the last line of the family to live at the 
house until 1913 when the house was put up for sale. The house was not sold and it 
remained unoccupied until it was demolished in 1925–6. However, Powys Keck 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoughton,_Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_de_Grandmesnil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Bossu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoughton,_Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Penny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Penny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Henry_VIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Harington_(treasurer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Farnham_(MP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoughton_Grange#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaumont_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Beaumont_(judge)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Beaumont_(judge)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Thomas_Beaumont,_1st_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Henry_Beaumont,_2nd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_James_Keck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Anthony_Legh_Keck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Powys,_3rd_Baron_Lilford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Powys,_3rd_Baron_Lilford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Sheriff_of_Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Sheriff_of_Leicestershire
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moved away after the Stoughton estate was bought by the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society Ltd. in 1919 and the site of the mansion was then known as Grange Farm, 
the centre of the society's dairy-farming in Leicestershire.  

Architecture 
The core of the house had a pre-Tudor foundation that evolved in style throughout 
the ages to an Elizabethan house. In the late 18th century Anthony James Keck (d. 
1786), had the house re-modelled to a gothic style, that was thought to be 
superimposed upon the Elizabethan house. In 1820 the house gained the three small 
Gothic lodges (which still survive) on the road to Evington and on the Gartree road. 
The lodges bear the arms of the Keck family and are Grade II listed buildings. The 
house was finished as a Victorian mansion in an Elizabethan style, complete with 
spire towers overlooking the garden front and parkland. 

 

 

 

 

The front of Stoughton Grange much changed in the early 19th century from 
Thoresby's late 18th century engraving - An early 19th century postcard  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evington
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A view from the rear showing additions made during the Victorian period. 
 

 
 

A further photograph of the ornate architecture 
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Section from the 1835 O/S map which shows the location of Stoughton Grange 
in the shaded area at the bottom RH side 
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STOUGHTON GRANGE AND LAND FORMERLY 
OWNED BY THE POWYS KECK FAMILY 

 

From the Evington Echo - 20th July 2019 
 

 

Until it was put up for sale in 1913, most of Evington village belonged to the Powys 
Keck family who lived in the big house called Stoughton Grange, which was on land 
Evington people called Stoughton Farm Park or ‘The Farm Park’. Stoughton Grange 
remained unsold and was eventually pulled down in 1926. 

 Besides the 466 acres which included Evington, the Powys Keck family owned an 
area of  land of more than ten square miles, and mostly all grassland.  This land was 
offered for sale separately from the House in 1913 and the only prospective buyer for 
the land was the Co-operative Wholesale Society, Manchester, who wanted it for 
dairy farming, but since this was a sporting estate, the owners withdrew it from the 
sale. 

 In 1919, the Co-op made another offer and this time it was accepted.  The Co-op 
land started from the left-hand side of Shady Lane and was divided into 12 farms of 
about 500 acres each.  About half of it was used for dairy farming – the milk being 
sent to a depot in Uttoxeter – and the other half for arable farming consisting mostly 
of winter wheat, winter barley and oilseed rape.  The whole estate used to be 
managed from an office in Stoughton village and was Leicestershire’s largest farming 
enterprise.  A separate Stoughton office also housed the headquarters of all the Co-
operative Wholesale Society’s farms throughout England and Scotland. It was then 
the biggest farming concern in Great Britain! 

 The farm at Stoughton was developed as a Farm Park, but sadly closed down in 
2001 after a dreadful outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease across the UK. 

 In 2006-7  The Co-operative Society published hugely unpopular plans for a 15,000-
home eco-town scheme called Pennbury on land in the Stoughton area.  This plan 
was dropped in 2009 after a two-and-a-half year local campaign against the 
development. 
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In 2014, 4,700 acres of land were purchased by the Wellcome Trust (the second 
highest spending charity in the UK) and this included Oadby Lodge Farm Estate of 
3,860 acres.  The land was bought as an investment and is used for arable, fruit and 
veg. crops.   The Co-op retained 300 acres, including Stoughton Farm Park. 

 The dairy farming has now stopped and there are empty farm buildings.  Recently 
many horses have grazed land on the corner of Shady Lane. There is now a planning 
application for 310 dwellings, including affordable houses. 

 

 

 

 

 


