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COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISION 
CERTIFICATE  

 

 
 

THIS PHOTOGRAPH IS ONLY A GENERAL PHOTOGRAPH OF 
COALVILLE (HUGGLESCOTE ) CEMETERY 
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CONTRACT DOCUMENT FOR THE CWGC GRAVESTONE AS SHOWN ON PAGE 1 

 
 

ALONZA, HIS WIFE RHODA AND SON FREEMAN CHARLES 
WERE ALL BURIED IN THE SAME GRAVE (SEE PAGE 1) 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ALONZA CHARLES PLATTS 

Freeman William Platts was born in Pegg's Green on the 1st December 1874. He 
was the son of William Cooper Platts and Sarah Nicklinson (nee. Handford) Platts. 
She was born in Griffydam c.1878 (parents unknown).  

Freeman William Platts married Rhoda Holland, born in Griffydam on 22nd 
December 1877. She was the daughter of William Holland (born in Thringstone) and 
Louisa Haywood, who was born in Griffydam. Freeman and Rhoda were married in 
1897 at Breedon on the Hill parish church in the Shardlow registration district.  

In 1901 Freeman William Platts (25), a coal miner hewer, and his wife, Rhoda (23), 
had three children at that time - James W (3), Freeman R (2) and Alonza Charles 
(11 months) and were living on Swannington Common, Leicestershire, England, 
United Kingdom.  

In 1911, Freeman Wm. Platts (35), a coal miner hewer, his wife Rhoda (33), five 
sons, James Wm. (13), Freeman Richard (12), Alonza Charles (10), Walter Joseph 
(9) and Bramley (4) and twin month-old daughters, Evangeline Norah and Louise 
Grace were living in a 5 room house at 55 Forest Road, Hugglescote, Leicestershire, 
England, United Kingdom. The couple had been married 14 years and had had eight 
children, seven of whom were still living.  

Freeman and Rhoda also  had a son, Benjamin Arthur, registered in the first quarter 
of 1904. He died in 1905 Q1 at 12 months of age.  

Alonza Charles Platts was one of 8 siblings and the third oldest of 6 sons, born to  
Freeman William Platts and his wife Rhoda (see above para).  

Freeman William Platts died in Leicester in 1969 at 94 years of age. Rhoda Platts 
died in 1958 in Coalville, Leicestershire, age 80 years and was buried on 16th 
October 1958 in Coalville (Hugglescote) cemetery, Leicestershire. 

Alonza Charles Platts joined the Royal Leicestershire Regiment in 1918 and 
subsequently married Elizabeth Mary Fairs of Pirbright, Surrey in 1920 at St. Michael 
and All Angels Church in Pirbright. Banns were read on the 14th, 21st and 28th 
November 1920. They had a son Freeman Charles Platts who died on 22nd 
December 1934 aged 9 who was buried in Coalville (Hugglescote) cemetery. 

Alonza Charles Platts registered with the 1st Battalion Leicestershire Regiment and 
went to India with them in 1924 at the age of 23, and was promoted to Quartermaster 
in 1926. He served in Egypt and again later in India, returning to England in 1931 to 
become Regimental Quarter Master. In 1939, Alonza's wife, Elizabeth Mary was 
recorded as living (presumably in married quarters with her husband) at the Infantry 
Training Centre, Glen Parva Barracks, Wigston, Leicestershire 

Alonza served in WW ll being promoted to Lieutenant in 1941. He was invalided out 
of service on 27.6.1942 due to poor health. He died on the 26th of April 1943 and 
was buried in Coalville (Hugglescote) Cemetery with his son. The burial entry gives 
his abode at the time as South Wigston. His wife died on the 11th of June 1985 aged 
90 in Coalville, and is buried with Alonza and their son Freeman Charles (see page 
1).   


