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HISTORY OF BEDFORD CEMETERY 
Belgium, West-Vlaanderen region  

Zillebeke village and most of the commune were in the hands of Commonwealth 
forces for the greater part of the First World War, but the number of cemeteries in the 
neighbourhood bears witness to the fierce fighting in the vicinity from 1914 to 1918. 

Bedford House, sometimes known as Woodcote House, were the names given by 
the Army to the Chateau Rosendal, a country house in a small wooded park with 
moats. Although it never fell into German hands, the house and the trees were 
gradually destroyed by shell fire. It was used by field ambulances and as the 
headquarters of brigades and other fighting units, and charcoal pits were dug there 
from October 1917. 

In time, the property became largely covered by small cemeteries; five enclosures 
existed at the date of the Armistice, but the graves from No.1 were then removed to 
White House Cemetery, St. Jean, and those from No.5 to Aeroplane Cemetery, 
Ypres. 

ENCLOSURE No.2 was begun in December 1915, and used until October 1918. 
After the Armistice, 437 graves were added, all but four of which came from the 
Ecole de Bienfaisance and Asylum British Cemeteries, both at Ypres.  

ENCLOSURE No.3, the smallest, was used from February 1915 to December 1916; 
the burials made in August-October 1915 were largely carried out by the 17th 
Division. 

ENCLOSURE No.4, the largest, was used from June 1916 to February 1918, largely 
by the 47th (London) Division, and after the Armistice it was enlarged when 3,324 
graves were brought in from other burial grounds and from the battlefields of the 
Ypres Salient. Almost two-thirds of the graves are unidentified. 

ENCLOSURE No.6 was made in the 1930s from the graves that were continuing to 
be found on the battlefield of the Ypres Salient. This enclosure also contains Second 
World War burials, all of them soldiers of the British Expeditionary Force, who died in 
the defence of the Ypres-Comines canal and railway at the end of May 1940. The 
canal lies on high ground on the west side of the cemetery. 

Commonwealth casualties buried in the following smaller cemeteries were either 
concentrated into Bedford House Cemetery after the war or if lost, are now 
commemorated in Bedford House Cemetery:- 

ASYLUM BRITISH CEMETERY, YPRES, was established in the grounds of a 
psychiatric hospital (the Hospice du Sacre Coeur) a little West of the railway station, 
between the Poperinghe road and the railway. It was used by Field Ambulances and 
fighting units from February 1915, to November 1917, and it contained the graves of 
265 soldiers from the United Kingdom, nine from Canada, seven from Australia and 
two of the British West Indies Regiment. 

BOESINGHE FRENCH CEMETERY No.2, a little South of Bard Cottage, contained 
the grave of one soldier from Canada. 
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DROOGENBROODHOEK GERMAN CEMETERY, MOORSLEDE, contained the 
graves of two United Kingdom soldiers who fell in October 1914. 

ECOLE DE BIENFAISANCE CEMETERY, YPRES, was on the North side of the 
Poperinghe road, immediately West of the railway, in the grounds of a school (later 
rebuilt). It was used by Field Ambulances in 1915-1917, and it contained the graves 
of 133 soldiers from the United Kingdom, three from Canada, three from Australia 
and one of the British West Indies Regiment. 

KERKHOVE CHURCHYARD contained the graves of five United Kingdom soldiers, 
who fell in October and November 1918, and seven German.  

POELCAPELLE GERMAN CEMETERY No.4, between Langemarck and the 
Poelcapelle-St. Julien road, contained the graves of 52 soldiers from the United 
Kingdom who fell in 1914 and 1916. 

ZONNEBEKE BRITISH CEMETERIES No.1 and No.3 were on the South and North 
sides respectively of the Broodseinde-Zonnebeke road. Zonnebeke was occupied by 
the Germans on the 22 October 1914, retaken by the French on the following day, 
and evacuated at the beginning of May 1915; retaken by British troops on the 26 
September 1917; evacuated again in April 1918; and retaken by Belgian troops on 
the 28th September, 1918. Four British Cemeteries were made by the Germans on 
the Broodseinde-Zonnebeke road; No.1 contained the graves of 31 United Kingdom 
soldiers (mainly 2nd East Surrey) who fell in April 1915, and No.3 those of 69 who fell 
in April, and May 1915. 

In all, 5,139 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War are buried or 
commemorated in the enclosures of Bedford House Cemetery. 3,011 of the burials 
are unidentified but special memorials commemorate a number of casualties known 
or believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials name casualties 
buried in other cemeteries whose graves could not be found on concentration. 
Second World War burials number 69 (3 of which are unidentified). There are 2 
Germans buried here. 

The cemetery was designed by W.C. Von Berg. 

(The above is taken from the CWGC website) 

 

 

It can be seen from the "Concentration of Graves - Exhumation and Re-

Burial" certificate on page 15, that 1648 Corporal Frederick Burton was 

first buried elsewhere and his body was exhumed and re-buried in this 

cemetery. The only thing recorded as being brought with his exhumed 

body was "Disc ref EF/X/9826 
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CWGC CERTIFICATE DETAILS 

 

In Memory Of 
Corporal 

F BURTON 

Service Number: 1648 

Leicestershire Yeomanry who died on 13 May 1915 
Age 35 

Son of William and Harriett Burton, of Osgathorpe, Lougnborough; 
husband of H. E. Burton, of Horse Fair Cottage, Belton, 

Loughborough, Leicestershire. 
UNTIL THE DAY BREAKS 

Remembered with Honour 

BEDFORD HOUSE CEMETERY 

Enclosure No.4 IV. H. 15. 

 

 

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 
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1648 CORPORAL BURTON'S BIOGRAPHY 
 

The Burtons' first appear in the 1871 Osgathorpe census. William, aged 24, was a 
coal miner born in 1847 in Osgathorpe who was married to Harriet, aged 25, and 
born in 1846 at Boundary, near Ashby de la Zouch. They had two daughters Ada (2) 
and Mary A (11m), both born in Osgathorpe at this time. 

 

The 1881 Osgathorpe census gives William as a coal miner still and Harriet is now 
working as a seamstress, presumably for the local Frame Work Knitters. They have 
four more children - Bertha (9), Joseph (4) Frederick (3) who is the subject of this 
publication and Albert (1). 
 
The 1891 Osgathorpe census lists father William as a coal miner still and Harriet is 
not employed now. They have four children still at home, Bertha, Frederick and 
Albert plus Ada North (nee Burton) who is now a widower. Ada and Bertha were Shirt 
Seamstresses and Frederick was now an agricultural labourer. Albert was still at 
school. 
 
The Belton 1901 census taken in March 1901, gives Frederick now 23, employed as 
a general labourer and residing as a servant at Long Street, Belton, Leics.  
 
In the Belton 1911 census taken in April, Frederick was employed as a farmer and 
residing in the family home at Horsefair Cottage, Belton, Leics., together with his 
wife of three years, Harriett E., born 1879 in Nottingham and his stepson, Maurice W. 
Chester, born 1903 in Belton, Leics. Also residing with the family was his widowed 
mother in law, Harriett Bentley, born 1849 in Shepshed, Leics.  
 

 
 
A Belton History Group Hello Heritage information board provides information on 
Horsefair Cottage above as follows:- 
 
The occupants of "Horse Fair Cottage" collected entry tolls to the Horse Fair. 
Supposedly they collected enough money to pay the whole years rent. It may have 
been one of three original toll gates into the village. 
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BELTON HORSE FAIR - 1896 ? 
 
 

 
Coalville Times article - Friday June 2nd, 1916 
 

BELTON SOLDIER’S DEATH 
 
A letter has been received by Mrs Burton, Horsefair Cottage, Belton, from the War 
Office, confirming the news of the death of her husband, Corpl. F. Burton, 
Leicestershire Yeomanry, who was formerly reported missing on May 13th, 1915. 
She has also received messages assuring her of the true sympathy of the King and 
Queen in her sorrow. There have now been two deaths of men from this village who 
had joined the Forces. 
 

 
The author cannot find any information on when or where Frederick Burton 
enlisted with the Leicestershire Yeomanry, however, it must have been after 
1911 which would have made him at least 33 when he enlisted. Often, farmers 
along with other key workers, were given exemption to joining up with the 
forces, which may have been the case here for a number of years.  
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LEICESTERSHIRE YEOMANRY 
 

 
 

LEICESTERSHIRE YEOMANRY CAP BADGE 

 
HQ 

 
Leicester 

Nickname(s) Albert Lads 

Patron Albert, Prince Consort 

Motto(s) "vultus en hostem" Face the Enemy 

 

Leicestershire Assigned units 
 

Leicestershire Yeomanry (Prince Albert's Own), Leicester 
 
A Squadron at Melton Mowbray 
B Squadron at Leicester 
C Squadron at Loughborough 
D Squadron at Lutterworth 

1/1st Leicestershire Yeomanry 
With the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, the regiment mobilised in the North 
Midland Mounted Brigade and moved to France in November joining the 3rd Cavalry 
Division. As such, it was one of only six yeomanry regiments to be posted to a 
regular cavalry division in the war. It saw service at the First and second battles of 
Ypres. At the Second Battle of Ypres (22 April – 15th May 1915), the regiment gained 
battle honours for the Battle of St Julien and the Battle of Frezenberg, where a 
squadron of the regiment held the line for its entire brigade. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert,_Prince_Consort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melton_Mowbray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loughborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutterworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Midland_Mounted_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Midland_Mounted_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Cavalry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Cavalry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_St_Julien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Frezenberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigade
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MILTARY ACTION 
 
Based on the available research material and the death date of 1648 Corporal 
Frederick Burton,  it is felt that he would have lost his life in the Second Battle of 
Ypres.  More than 6,500 Canadians were killed, wounded or captured in the Second 
Battle of Ypres. The battle was fought during the First World War from 22 April to 
15th May 1915. It was the first major battle fought by Canadian troops in the Great 
War and was the first mass use of poison gas by the German Army resulting in about 
100,000 casualties. 
 
The following, is taken from the War Diary, starting 13th May, the date that 1648 
Corporal Frederick Burton is recorded as being killed in action. 
 

From the War Diary 
 
The War Diary for the 13th May 1915 records. BELLEWARDE FARM. Position of 
Regiment at midnight 12th/13th May was 700 yards west of road joining 
ZONNEBEKE ROAD and YPRES – MENIN ROAD, extreme right resting on railway 
running north east from YPRES, and extending to the farm about 300 yards north, 
north west of railway. “B” Squadron occupied north, “C” Squadron south part of the 
front line trenches. The trenches were bad, 5 feet deep and 2½ feet wide at the 
bottom. Parapets at the front and back slanted very much, and were made of loose 
soil. There were few sand bags, and no dug outs or other protection from shell fire. 
“A” Squadron occupied the Support trenches 300 yards in the rear of the advanced 
trenches and on the left flank of “B” Squadron. Machine gun section in “C” Squadron 
trench close to the railway. HQ in dug outs on road joining ZONNEBEKE ROAD and 
MENIN ROAD, 150 yards north of the railway. During the night the trenches were 
somewhat improved. Heavy shell fire from 3.30am to 6.00am, but few casualties. The 
enemy then began to pour over their parapets with the evident intention of attacking, 
but being met by heavy fire from our men, they retired again to their trenches. A 
second and more violent bombardment began, and was kept up until 7.30am. Our 
losses during this bombardment were much heavier, and the machine guns were 
knocked out and a trench blown in. At 7.30am the enemy attacked and occupied the 
advanced trenches vacated by the Regiment on our left, from there they gained part 
of “B” Squadron trenches. They then advanced to within 200 yards of the Support 
trenches and dug themselves in, having steel shields as a protection. Those of the 
enemy who had occupied the “B” Squadron trench advanced along the trench, and 
Major B. R. LIEBERT, Lt. W. S. FIELDING-JOHNSON and Squadron Sergeant Major 
J. P. SWAIN with what was left of “B” Squadron, retired down the trench and joined 
“C” Squadron. Here Major W. F. MARTIN ordered barricades of sand bags to be 
placed across the trench. Some of the trench party fired over this barricade at the 
enemy advancing from the flank, others at the enemy advancing from the front. Major 
MARTIN, Major LIEBERT, Lt. C. PEAKE and 2nd Lt. T. E. BROOKS were all killed. 
The casualties were so heavy that Lt. FIELDING-JOHNSON, the only surviving 
officer decided to retire down the trench, to cross the railway and join the 3rd 
DRAGOON GUARDS on the other side of it. He had great difficulty in crossing the 
railway, which was swept by the enemy’s machine guns. Finally the crossing was 
effected by building a sand bag parapet across the railway, and Lt. FIELDING-
JOHNSON joined the 3rd DRAGOON GUARDS with Squadron Sergeant Major 
SWAIN and 14 men, the only survivors of the two Squadrons of LEICESTERSHIRE 
YEOMANRY who had occupied the advanced trenches. At about 6.00am Lt. Col the 
Hon. P. C. EVANS-FREKE decided to establish a small advanced post at a building 
about 150 yards in advance of the Support trenches. He personally placed 2nd Lt. T. 
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H. SIMPKIN with 15 men in charge of this post. While returning to the Support 
trenches he was shot dead. The supports held their position until 12.00 noon, when 
the Brigade Major, Captain D. P. TOLLEMACHE arrived. The enemy by this time 
were very near at hand carrying shields which appeared to be quite bullet proof, and 
were digging themselves in. Major W. F. RICARDO displayed great gallantry in 
holding on to the Support trenches, although wounded four separate time. When the 
counter attack was made by the ROYAL HORSE GUARDS, the 10th HUSSARS and 
the ESSEX YEOMANRY, the remains of “A” Squadron, led by Captain 
TOLLEMACHE and Lt. T. W. BEST, joined in the charge. The counter attack drove 
the enemy out of the new trenches which they had made near our Support trenches, 
but did not retake our advanced trenches, consequently the dead and wounded from 
these were never recovered. The Regiment was relieved during the night of the 
13th/14th May by the ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS, and reached their huts at BRIELEN 
at about 4.00am on the 14th May. The casualties of the action on the 13th May were 
as follows:- Killed, Lt. Col. The Hon. P. C. EVANS-FREKE, Major W. F. MARTIN. 
Major B. R. LIEBERT, Lt. C. PEAKE and 2nd Lt. T. E. BROOKS. Other ranks killed, 
47. Wounded Major W. F. RICARDO, Captain C. M. MARTIN, Captain E. R. 
HANBURY, Captain G. R. CODRINGTON and Lt. T. W. BEST. Other ranks 
wounded, 90. There were 39 other ranks missing. 
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MEMORIAL 
 

LOCATED ON ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURHYARD WALL, 
BELTON, LEICS 
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THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED BY PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
GLORY OF GOD, AND IN HONOUR OF THE MEN OF THIS VILLAGE WHO 

PAID THE SUPREME SACRIFICE. FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH 1914-1918  

CORPORAL FREDERICK BURTON 

LT. COL. SAPPER JOSEPH HICKLING 

PTE. HARRY BARNES 

PTE. JOHN WAKEFIELD 

PTE. JOHN ROSE 

W. O. ALEC JAMES TURNER 

CORPORAL WILLIAM KNIGHT 

PTE. SAMUEL BECCLES 

COLONEL SGT. LEONARD B. WOOLIDGE M.M. AND BAR 

PTE. THOMAS THACKER  
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GRAVE REGISTRATION 

 
GRAVE INSCRIBED WITH "UNTIL DAY BREAKS" 
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CONCENTRATION OF GRAVE 
Exhumation and Re-Burials 
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HEADSTONE 
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