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FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Various churches in NW Leicestershire which are referred to in the publication. 
 

PREFACE 
 
The story starts with Thomas Pestell the elder who became Rector of Coleorton and 
passes down via his sons -Thomas Pestell the younger and William who became 
Rector of Coleorton also. It continues on through family members and the branch of 
the family that moved to Jamaica and became involved with slavery, certain 
members owning significant number of slaves. It is intended to write a separate 
complimentary publication explaining how Coleorton came to feature in the Civil War 
which affected William Pestell and his family greatly during his incumbency, when 
they were driven out of their home by Parliamentary soldiers.  
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RECTORS OF COLEORTON  
 
The following list of Rectors / incumbents at St. Mary’s Church, 
Coleorton are taken from “Institutions of Rectors from the Episcopal 
Registers at Lincoln” and have been compared with other records to 
confirm authenticity. 
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THOMAS PESTELL THE ELDER  (b.1585 - d. 1667)  
RECTOR OF COLEORTON from 1611 

 
Thomas Pestell, the elder, was an Anglican Clergyman and poet. He was born in 
Leicester in 1585 and baptised on the 9th of October.  He was the son of a Leicester 
tailor and eldest of five children. His parents must have been prosperous and well 
connected as his career was determined by patronage. Thomas was educated at 
Queens' College, Cambridge, from where he graduated with a B.A. in 1605/06 and 
an M.A. in 1609.  
 
Following his ordination he was presented to the living at Coleorton by Sir 
Thomas Beaumont (first Viscount of Swords) in 1611, and shortly after married 
Sarah, daughter of Katherine Carr, but at the same time, apparently disappointing a 
Mistress Stacy (Stacie?) and initiating a lengthy feud with her family. It is thought she 
was the daughter of the Reverend James Stacie, the previous incumbent. Sarah and 
Thomas the elder had several children between 1613 and 1643, some born in 
Coleorton and some at Ashby House; amongst whom were their eldest sons Thomas 
Jnr. and William, the latter going into the ministry, but more about them later. 
 
The senior Pestell allegedly succeeded to the vicarage of Packington 

with the help of Elizabeth, countess of Huntington, wife of Henry, fifth earl. Pestell 
may have obtained this living via the fifth earl, as he had attended Queens’ College, 
Cambridge with him. 
 
Thomas the elder, gained a reputation as a preacher and became vicar of the next 
village of Packington, Leicestershire, in 1622, presumably in plurality with the 
Rectorship at Coleorton. He held both these appointments till 1644 when he 
relinquished them to his son Thomas (at Packington) and William (at Coleorton). He 
remained curate at Packington and is recorded as having close connections with the 
Court of Charles l, as he was a staunch Royalist.  
 
He became chaplain to Robert Devereux, third earl of Essex. In 1615 he published a 
sermon, ‘The Good Conscience’ and two others which castigated avarice and 
oppression, with a dedication to Sir Philip Stanhope of Shelford, Nottinghamshire.  
 
It is thought that he may have written the Spenserian "Coleorton Mask" which was 
performed at Coleorton on February 2nd 1618 to celebrate the wedding of Sir William 
Seymour to the third Earl of Essex's sister, Lady Francis Devereux. The masque 
apparently echoed Pestell's feminist philosophy that was rare in those times. 
 
Two other sermons, entitled The Car[e]les Calamitie (1615) and The Poor Man's 
Appeale (1623), were licensed for the press; and a fourth, ‘God's Visitation,’ 
preached at Leicester, appeared in 1630 (from John Nichols; History of 
Leicestershire).  
 
Continued over page 
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Thomas the elder, c.1630, was appointed a Royal Chaplain and preached before the 
King at Oatland many times between 1638 and 1640 and in 1640 before "The 
Council and King of Lords at York"  In 1633 he had published two elegies for the 
Countess of Huntingdon, which Queen Henrietta Maria was reputed to have read.   
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Thomas Pestell the elder is described as being a controversial character, 
capable of arrogance and violence, and in 1633 was accused of ecclesiastical 
irregularities, although there was evidence of a degree of conformity and he 

was later acquitted, although ordered to apologise to his patrons and pay 
damages to those he had wronged. 

 
The troubles of Thomas Pestell the elder came to a head at Lambeth on 21st 
November 1633. He was the victim of an improbable alliance between a godly 
nobleman, a Laudian judge, three alehouse keepers, a few tithe resisters, 
some Ashby nonconformists, “mad Stacey,” and a determined troublemaker. 
This ambitious Leicestershire parson, already embittered by failure, was 
humiliated by the Court of High Commission. Led by Archbishop Laud, the 
court declared that Pestell “had to the scandal and reproach of his ministerial 
function many ways demeaned himself”: he was ordered to grovel before his 
critics and pay his enemies' expenses. It could have been very much worse. 
The offenses of contempt of ecclesiastical authority, admitting 
excommunicates to communion, and performing clandestine marriages, 
“although they were in themselves no way justifiable but worthy of severe 
punishment,” were set aside for the moment and never resurfaced. An 
allegation of vexatious litigation had already been dropped, a charge of 
seditious preaching was “not sufficiently proved,” and “for his quarrelling and 
fighting, and giving cause to have him bound to the peace before the 
temporal judges, this the court much disliked though they would not censure 
him for it.” Formally, Pestell was only punished for jeering at the earl of 
Huntingdon, mocking Sir John Lambe, and sending two of his parishioners on 

a wild-goose chase. (Journal of British Studies , Volume 41 , Issue 4 , 

October 2002. Copyright © North American Conference of British Studies 

2002) 

 
Having held a royal chaplaincy between 1641 and 1644, he resigned his living at 
Packington to his son Thomas whose name first appeared in the register in 1645.  
 
During the early days of the Civil War between Charles I and the Parliamentarians 
Thomas Pestell the elder had complained in a letter to George Gresley in 1645 that 
he was five times robbed and plundered of his goods and cattle. It is recorded that 
his house was apparently looted eleven times but no evidence to substantiate this 
has been found.  
 
He is later recorded as regarding himself as a poor retired vicar in an obscure part of 
the country. This worthy old man towards the end of his life when he was 73, wrote 
Sermons and Devotions Old and New which was an oblation of gratitude to all such 
of the nobility, gentry and clergy as retain the noble conscience of having ministered 
to the weak condition of the author.  

 

In 1646, he and his elder son Thomas were charged by a parliamentary committee 
with offences including misusing the prayer book and keeping beagles which caused 
damage to property. They appeared before a Parlimentary commision in Leicester. 
They were both sequestered and Thomas the Elder was ejected from his living at 
Packington by soldiers.  

 

The following is taken from John Nichol's, History of Leicestershire, presumably in 
early days of the Civil War, and no doubt relates to the previous paragraph. Mr. Pegg 
was a "Puritan Priest". 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-british-studies
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-british-studies/volume/5DF71C538530983FEA17CF8FCD2F1647
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-british-studies/issue/7739E7F129F5423891D484A83CE7DA96


 9 

 

 

As mentioned in the above, Thomas the elder was imprisoned several times and 
became dependent on charity, assuming the pseudonym "Perditus". 

 

Thomas Jnr. returned as vicar of Packington in 1662 following the restoration of 
Charles II. See the following feature on Thomas Pestell Jnr.  
 
Thomas Pestell the elder became Curate in Packington in his later life. 
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THOMAS PESTELL THE YOUNGER (1613 -1690) 

The elder son of Thomas Pestell the elder was THOMAS PESTELL, who was born 
in Cole-Orton, Leicestershire.  

He was taught at home by his father and was later admitted "pensioner" of Christ's 
College, Cambridge on the  29th August 1628 aged 15 under Mr. Sidall.. He moved 
to Queens', probably under the influence of his father, and graduated with a B.A. in 
1632/3 and M.A. in 1636. (A pensioner is a student who is not a scholar or sizar and 
who pays for his or her tuition and commons).  

As recorded previously, his father resigned his living at Packington in 1644 to this 
son Thomas, but both were sequestered by the Westminster Assembly in 1646. 
However, Thomas was restored as Vicar of Packington in 1662, which is confirmed 
by Dorothy Ireland, the respected past historian of Packington, in her publication 
"Georgian Packington" :- 

.......the vicarage building, although not shown, is recorded in a terrier of 1695 as a 
house of five bays indicating a wood frame building in common with most houses of 
the period. This is consistent with the Hearth Tax returns of 1664 which lists the 
Reverend Thomas Pestell, the incumbent, being liable for tax on five hearths. this 
noticably was the highest figure for the village...........Richard Buxton was Church 
Warden (Holyrood Church) in the time of Thomas Pestell Jnr. and administrator of 
the Elizabeth Pestell Charity in 1687 and 1689.  

The above is also confirmed in the Clergy of Church of England Clergy Data Base 
which records him as vicar of Packington from the 4th of August 1662 to the 19th of 
November 1690, the date of his death. 

Thomas Jnr. was vicar of the church of St. Mary de Castro, Leicester 1658-9 and 
was Rector of Markfield from 1st of October 1677 to 28th July 1690 in plurality with 
him being Vicar of Packington ............according to the Lincs. register, this is 
when he died, but there is a lack of detail about his death in available records.  
He became Rector of Lutterworth on the 21st of June 1660 at the Stuart Restoration. 
He was also made confrater of Wyggeston Hospital from 1660-1667.  

British-History.ac.uk tells us that..........At the restoration the authority of the 
Huntingdon Statutes was established. John Meredith, excluded since 1646, returned 
as master in June 1660, and Thomas Pestell, the younger, replaced Simmes as 
confrater. This record also confirms he was comfrater from 1660 to 1667. 

Thomas jnr. like his father was a writer and poet, and he, rather than his father, 
apparently wrote in memory of Henry, lord Hastings a Latin comedy, entitled 
Versipellis which was acted at Cambridge in 1638. It was not printed. He was one of 
those 17th century poets who published little verse but occasionally circulated poems 
in manuscripts amongst friends and benefactors or prospective patrons. He also 
wrote an elegy to Francis Beaumont. 

The author has decided not to include details of his writings which are widely 
available to those who may have an interest.  
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WILLIAM PESTELL (d. January 31st 1695/6) 
 
Thomas the elder and his wife Katherine's second son William  graduated with a B.A. 
in 1634 and an M.A. in 1638 from Queens' College, Cambridge. He was appointed 
rector of Cole-Orton, in 1640 by Sir Sapcote Beaumont (2nd Viscount of Swords).  

He was sequestered in 1654 when he and his wife were driven out by the 
parliamentary soldiers during the Civil War under Sir John Gell when they captured 
Coleorton. Contrary to the custom of the time, they were apparently cruelly used.   

At the turn of the seventeenth century, a servant in the house of William Pestell at 
Coleorton by the name of Ann Harris, who had been in this employ during the 1640's 
claimed to remember the abuse and mistreatment her employer received during the 
civil war at the hands of the Parliamentary soldiers. She actually recalled and cited in 
a letter sent by William Hunt to another Clergyman named John Walker in Exeter. 
William Hunt was appointed Coleorton parish rector by Sir Thomas Beaumont (3rd 
Viscount of Swords) in 1700. He followed John Harrison who had succeeded William 
Pestell on his death in 1696. Hunt and Walker well knew, that during the war, all too 
many Anglican clergy had experienced mistreatment. Ann Harris recalled that the 
Parliamentary soldiers had forced William Pestell and his wife, who was heavily 
pregnant at the time, out of their home with the children  to ride bareback on a horse 
to Tamworth some sixteen miles away. She and the children were recorded as being 
supported by charity. Walker recorded that William Pestell of Coleorton was taken to 
Tamworth and beaten ‘black as a shoe’. This was recording in Walker's Suffereings 
of the Clergy.  After the accession of Queene Anne, John Walker had made it his 
sole ambition in life, to collect memories of people such as Ann Harris which was to 
be part of a major work on Anglican clergymen whose homes, income and 
possessions had been sequestered. The correspondence which made up the greater 
part of Walker's correspondence are held at the Bodleian Library and is one of the 
major research sources available from ordinary people such as Ann Harris and older 
peoples memories of the civil war. A few poignant examples were apparently written 
by witnesses themselves. Walker relied heavily on reports from the parish clergy in 
his writings. 

From a proven genealogy lineage, we know that one of the children of William 
and his wife was a son named Beaumont Pestell, presumably named after Sir 
Thomas Sapcote Beaumont. See his biography on page 13. 

William's aged father Thomas Pestell the older lodged a formal complaint with Sir 
George Gresley, the Commander of the Garrison. Whether the Rector of Cole Orton 
received either apology or compensation is doubtful, but on the Restoration, he was 
again inducted by Sir Thomas Beaumont (3rd Viscount of Swords) into the living 
c.1662. He was also instituted into the Rectory of Ravenstone in 1667, apparently in 
plurality with Coleorton.  

Following William's sequestration in 1654, a gentleman by the name of Samuel 
Oldershaw intruded but he was ejected in 1662 when William Pestell's benifice was 
restored. 

Robert Shirley of Staunton Harold, a devout Royalist, sheltered future dignatories of 
the Restoration Church such as Sheldon, Henry Hammond, Peter Gunning and Dr. 
Robert Mapletoft, later Dean and Bishop of Ely respectively, as well as William 
Pestell (the rector of Coleorton), who had been sequestered / ejected in 1654. He 
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also was a devoted Royalist, as would have been all the residents of Cole Orton in 
the days of the Civil War, from the Lord of the Manor downwards. Pestell officiated at 
Staunton Harold Church of the Holy Trinity and was paid £20 for doing so. 

William Pestell was buried at Cole-Orton on January 31st 1695/6. Like his father, he 
was both a prolific author and poet and was author of a poetic ‘Congratulation to his 
sacred Majesty on his Restoration’ in 1661.  

The following was recorded in "Coleorton and the Beaumonts" by                 
Rev. Agathos Eveleigh Eager:- 

Records exist of a census of the parish carried out in 1603. The name of the Rector 
is given as James Stacye (see list of Rectors at beginning). He reported 160 
communicants and that there was "no recusant, and no coicant". i.e. there were no 
Papists who refused to attend the services of the Parish Church. He further stated 
that there was no parishioners above the age of 16 who was not a communicant, "O 
tempora, O Mores"! It is of interest to note that the first entry in the oldest Parish 
Register in the custody of the Rector is of the burial of this James Stayce on 29th 
October, 1611. 

Another census held in the same century, in 1676, was ordered by Henry Compton, 
Bishop of Lincoln (Leicestershire then formed a part of the Diocese of Lincoln). This 
showed that there were no "Papish recusants" and no "schismatical recusants". 
Conformists to the Church of England numbered 146 men and 145 women over the 
age of 16. The balance between men and women and the date of this census seems 
to have approached the ideal here. The report was made by William Pestell (Rector), 
Will Farnham and Gawen Walker (Church Wardens). 

The population, with children, in 1676 may then be reckoned as around the 400-500 
mark. In 1948, the population of a considerably extended parish was between 1,000 
and 1,100. 

Between the dates of these two census returns, an important event was a 
Metropolitical Visitation of Archbishop Laud, on 28th march, 1634. The report on this 
visitation states that "The perambulacion (probably, the Rogationtide beating of the 
Parish bounds by the Rector, Churchwardens and other parishioners) is neglected, 
and that is because the towne consists of colliers who cannot be taken from their 
work as the minister informeth". 

Later in the same year, one Francis Stacye - we do not know whether he was a 
relation of James Stacye who had been Rector at the time of the 1603 census - 
"appeared and was dismissed with a warning", he having been charged with "not 
standing uppe at the Creede, not bowing at the name of Jesus". 
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THOMAS PESTELL (d. 16.10.1741 - son of William Pestell) 

The preceding William Pestell had a son Thomas Pestell who has an entry in Venn's 
Alunmi Canatabrigienses and was admitted as sizar (an undergraduate at Cambridge 
University or at Trinity College, Dublin, receiving financial help from the college and 

formerly having certain menial duties) to Queens' College (in the family tradition) in 

1675.  

He matriculated in 1675, and obtained a B.A. in 1678/9. He also became Rector of 
Ravenstone in 1693, presumably following his father into the living there, and died 
16.10.1741 aged 84.  

He seems to have had a son William, a daughter Sarah, a son Thomas and a son 
Beaumont, the latter having emigrated to Jamaica -  see the following. 
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THOMAS PESTELL OF ST. DOROTHY, JAMAICA (d. 1731/2)  

This Thomas Pestell was the brother of William Pestell's son William and daughter 
Sarah had a son again named Thomas who was of St. Dorothy, Jamaica and died 
between October 1731 and February 1732. He married Elizabeth Saunders in St. 
Catherine, Jamaica on 5th June 1716. They had three Children - Elizabeth (1717/18), 
Hanson Thomas (1720/21) and Hanbury Saunders Pestell. Neither of the first two 
were mentioned in their father's Will dated 15 October 1731 and Proven 8 February 
1731, so presumably they had died young. 

In his Will, Thomas devises and bequeaths all his said Estate real and personal unto 
his  brother William Pestell, son of his honoured father, the Reverend Thomas 
Pestell of Ravenstone in the County of Derby in the Kingdom of Great Britain. This is 
the Thomas that became Rector of Ravenstone in 1693 and referred to in the last 
paragraph under the previous heading William Pestell. 

Thomas Pestell's uncle, Beaumont Pestell and first cousin Alger Pestell (son of 
Beaumont Pestell) were both based in Jamaica also, the latter being named in 
his Will. Beaumont Pestell was the son of William Pestell, Rector of Coleorton. 

The above information appears in the public domain under the website - "The Centre 
of Study of British Slavery". 

 'Thomas Pestell', Legacies of British Slavery database, http://wwwdepts-
live.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146664839 [accessed 8th April 2022].  

© Copyright Legacies of British Slavery - UCL Department of History 2022 
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BIOGRAPHY OF BEAUMONT PESTELL (???? - 1732)            
ST. CATHERINE, JAMAICA. 

 

The original parish cathedral church of St. Catharine was thrown down by the 
hurricane of 1712 and was rebuilt of red brick in 1714, as is stated on a tablet 
over the entrance door in the tower west end. The tablet is also inscribed:- 

CHURCH WARDENS                                                                                
Mathew Gregory Esq                                                                               
Mr Beaumont Pestell 

************* 

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION IN THE CATHEDRAL                                                      
ST. CATHERINE, JAMAICA 

"HERE LYETH INTERRED THE BODY OF ELIZABETH PESTELL WHO 
DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE 31st OF DECEMBER ANNO 1710. HERE ALSO 
RESTS INTERR'D YE BODY OF MR. BEAUMONT PESTELL WHO DIED THE 
4th DAY OF SEPR 1714 IN YE FIFTYSIXTH YEAR OF HIS AGE AND YE 
SECOND YEAR OF HIS CHURCHWARDENSH1P IN WCH OFFICE HE 
INDUSTRIOUSLY ASSISTED TOWARDS YE REBUILDING OF THIS 
CHURCH."  

The same memorial includes Beaumont Pestell, son of Alger and Jane Pestell, 
born 1721 and died 1724. (This second Beaumont was the grandson of the first 
one as Alger, son of Beaumont and Sarah Pestell, was baptised in St James 
Clerkenwell, London, in 1689.) 
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Beaumont Pestell married Sarah Alger in St James Duke's Place, London, in 
1688. They had three children Sarah, Alger and Beaumont. 

Beaumont Pestell of London, a joiner, sued his brother-in-law Abraham Paveley 
for the non-payment of £29 16s 7d which he said was due in rent and board from 
Abraham's wife Katherine before her marriage, for items Pestell bought for 
Katherine, for work Pestell did on Paveley's house and some other small debts. 
Paveley testified that Katherine worked for Pestell as a housekeeper and that, in 
addition to £95 Pestell owed to Katherine, Paveley had stood bond for Pestell to 
several of Pestell's other creditors. Beaumont Pestell moved to Jamaica, no 
doubt prompted by the need to escape his creditors in London. 

The estate of Beaumont Pestell of St Catherine, Jamaica, still a joiner, was 
probated in Jamaica in 1715. Slave-ownership at probate: 103 of whom 52 
were listed as male and 51 as female. 0 were listed as boys, girls or 
children. Total value of estate at probate: £8117.92 Jamaican currency of 
which £2333 currency was the value of enslaved people. Estate valuation 
included £132.5 currency cash, £4092 currency debts and £81.83 currency 
plate. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

1. Alger Pestell, son of Beaumont and Sarah Pestell, baptised in St James, 
Clerkenwell, London, 24/02/1689. 

2. Monumental inscription in the Cathedral, St Catherine to Beaumont, son of 
Alger and Jane Pestell, born 23/10/1721 and died 29/11/1724. The same 
inscription includes Elizabeth Pestell (died 31/12/1710) and Beaumont Pestell 
(died 04/09/1717 in the 56th year of his age). Alger Pastel was buried in St 
Catherine, 02/08/1731. 

3. Susanna Pestel, daughter of Alger and Jane Pestel, born 04/06/1720 and 
baptised 23/06/1720 in St Catherine. Beaumont, son of Alger and Jean 
Pestell, baptised 16/11/1721 in St Catherine. Another daughter, Sarah is 
referenced in Alger's will. 

4. Alger Pestell was one of the executors of John Richardson of St James, 
planter (written 1721, entered 1729). 

5. M.A. St. Thos. East 1718, '25. Kingston 1719, '21, '22. St Catherine 1726, '27, 
'28, '31. Died 1732. 

6. Alger Pestell of Vere, Esquire. Estate probated in Jamaica in 1733. 
Slave-ownership at probate: 283 of whom 158 were listed as male and 
125 as female. 58 were listed as boys, girls or children. Total value of 
estate at probate: £29560.36 Jamaican currency of which £7920.03 
currency was the value of enslaved people. Estate valuation included £0 
currency cash, £14462.02 currency debts and £256.11 currency plate. 

7.  22/03/1763: "Pestell & another by Attorney to the Honorable Zachary Bayly 
Esqr. Conveyance of the Rev'on of several Penns Lands Messuages Tenements 
Slaves & real Estate in Jamaica under the Will of Alger Pestell deceased." 

 

Cont'd over page 
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The above information appears in the public domain under the website - "The 
Centre of Study of British Slavery". 

'Alger Pestell', Legacies of British Slavery database, http://wwwdepts-
live.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146662187 [accessed 8th April 2022]. 

© Copyright Legacies of British Slavery - UCL Department of History 2022 
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ELIZABETH PESTELL OF ST. ANDREW, JAMAICA 

 

Saint Andrew is a parish, situated in the southeast of Jamaica in the county of 
Surrey. It lies north west, and east of Kingston. 

It is thought this Elizabeth Pestell was the wife of Thomas Pestell of St. Dorothy 
Jamaica. Her Estate was probated in Jamaica in 1750. 

Slave-ownership at probate: 16 of whom 6 were listed as male and 10 as 
female. 0 were listed as boys, girls or children. Total value of estate at 
probate: £353 Jamaican currency of which £300 currency was the value of 
enslaved people. Estate valuation included £0 currency cash, £0 currency 
debts and £0 currency plate. 

NOTE ON BAPTISM OF SLAVES IN ST. ANDREWS 
Slaves were often baptised en bloc. In 1780, four negroes " the property of the 
Dutchess of Chandos " were baptized on February 8th. On May 5th, 1790, five 
slaves, the property of Simon Taylor, the wealthiest man of his time, were baptised  
and on September 9th, 1803, eighteen slaves on Mona estate were baptised and on 
July 15th, 1815, twenty-nine male adults, twenty-seven female adults, eight male and 
nine female children slaves were baptised on Fair Hill plantation. 
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WILLIAM PESTELL (1606 - 1664) - KILLED IN ACTION 

 
PREAMBLE 

 

THE RESTORATION 
 
Charles II’s return to England in 1660 was a pivotal event in English history. Eleven 
years before his landing at Dover, his father Charles I was tried, convicted, and 
executed for crimes against the English state. Between the death of Charles I and his 
son’s restoration in 1660, England experienced a republic, a protectorate, and a 
chaotic period from the death of Oliver Cromwell through the decision to invite 
Charles II back as monarch. Although Charles II returned to a political nation, mostly 
ready to accept monarchy, the key concern was defining the 

basis on which he would rule Britain. This negotiation process took most of the 1660s 
and in many ways did not settle anything; problems in the 1670s and 1680s had 
roots in  this failure. Over time, the financial arrangements did not provide adequately 
for the crown’s needs. Government appointments, constitutional solutions, and the 
land settlement left some royalists bitter and disappointed in the king whose father 
they had supported. Although the religious settlement encompassed many English 
Protestants, the solution left some groups outside the church who eventually became 
dissenters, and this in turn affected politics in the1670s and1680s. 

After the Restoration on 14 October 1660 Major-General Thomas Harrison was the 
first person to be found guilty of the regicide of Charles I. He had been the 17th of 59 
commissioners (judges) to sign the death warrant of the king in 1649. He was the first 
regicide to be hanged, drawn and quartered because he was considered by the new 
government to represent a continued real threat to the re-established order. This 
threat was realised when, on 6 January 1661, 50 Fifth Monarchists, headed by a 
wine-cooper named Thomas Venner, and thought to have been hiding out in Norton 
Folgate, made an effort to attain possession of London in the name of "King Jesus". 
Most of the 50 were either killed or taken prisoner, and on 19 and 21 January, 
Venner and 10 others were hanged, drawn and quartered for high treason.  

The failure of Venner's rising led to repressive legislation to suppress non-conformist 
sects. Although some physical events such as the Great Plague of London and the 
Great Fire of London continued to encourage belief in "the end of the world" ruled by 
carnal human beings, the doctrine of the sect either died out or became merged in a 
milder form of Millenarianism.  

THE FIFTH MONARCHISTS 

The Fifth Monarchists or Fifth Monarchy Men were an extreme Puritan sect active 
from 1649 to 1660 during the Commonwealth, following the English Civil Wars of the 
17th century. They took their name from a prophecy in the Book of Daniel that four 
ancient monarchies (Babylonian, Persian, Macedonian, and Roman) would precede 
the kingdom of Christ. They also referred to the year 1666 and its relationship to the 
biblical Number of the Beast indicating the end of earthly rule by carnal human 
beings. They were one of a number of nonconformist dissenting groups that emerged 
around this time.  

In The Fifth Monarchy Men (Faber, 1972), Professor Capp places the movement in 
the context of the rise of millenarian brought into Europe from the Reformation and its 
rapid spread in England during the Civil Wars. For many radicals, the execution of 
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King Charles cleared the way for King Jesus, and heralded the establishment of a 
revolutionary millennium. The apparent apostasy of the Rump Parliament and Oliver 
Cromwell channelled part of the wave of millenarian feeding into the formation of a 
specific sect. This first comprehensive study of the Fifth Monarchists movement 
traces its history and examines its social, political, legal and religious proposals.  
Although it had the support of some gentry and army officers, it was essentially an 
urban movement of artisans, apprentices, and even labourers, reaching lower down 
the social scale than any contemporary radical movement, with the possible 
exception of the Diggers. Professor Capp discusses its structure, and its relationship 
to other revolutionary sects, notably the Levellers and Quakers. He analyses the 
social, political and economic programmes of the self-styled saints which, though 
revolutionary, were elitist rather than equalitarian. The Fifth Monarchists’ militant 
foreign policy was shaped by the twofold consideration of exporting the revolution 
and of strengthening the position of English trade. Their much-derided call for the re-
establishment of the Mosaic Code is the culmination of a long tradition of such 
thinking amongst Puritan and earlier writers. Appendices provide biographies of 
almost 280 Fifth Monarchists and the location of all known Fifth Monarchist groups. 
 

WILLIAM PESTELL (1606 - 1664) 
 
William Pestell (1606 - 1664) was a very interesting character, being recorded as a 
government spy and commander / captain in the navy. Unfortunately, there is little 
information recorded about him and what is available is fragmented. Information from 
Ken Pestell (a descendant of the family) puts his birth date at 1606 and this suggests 
(and it is only a suggestion) that his brother would most likely have been William the 
elder who features at the start of this publication. 
 
The first pieces of research information the author has found, is when William Pestell 
was commander and captain  of the "Satisfaction" ship, which is contained in the 
Papers of William Clarke which are copyright of the Royal Historical Society. The 
Clarke Papers of Sir William Clarke 1623/4 to 1666, are now at Worcester College, 
Oxford and need no introduction to students of the English civil wars, since their 
discovery and publication by Sir Charles Firth in the late nineteenth century. They 
have constituted one of the most comprehensive and important primary sources for 
the period. The following are extracts from the papers:- 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR IMPRESSENT OF SAILORS, 2ND APRIL 1653 
 

Whereas Captain William Pestell, commander of the Satisfaction frigot, (from 1651 to 
1653) has received powers and authority from the right honourable the 
Commisioners of the Admiralty of the Commonwealth of England to impress such 
and so many able seamen and mariners as he can possibly get and procure, you are 
therefore on site hereof to be aiding and assisting unto the same Captain Pestell for 
whom he shall appoint in due execution of these warrants and for the conveying on 
shipboard such seamen and mariners as he shall impress for the public service, and 
hereon you are not to fayl. 

 
To all officers and soldiers quartering in Fife and other parts whom these 
matters concern 
 
NOTE 
Impressment, colloquially "the press" or the "press gang", is the taking of men into 
a military or naval force by compulsion, with or without notice. European navies of 
several nations used forced recruitment by various means. The large size of the 
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British Royal Navy in the Age of Sail meant impressment was most commonly 
associated with Great Britain and Ireland. It was used by the Royal Navy in wartime, 
beginning in 1664 
 

  
 

***** 
SOMERSET AND DEVON 

 
Captain W. Pestell to secretary Nicholas 1661, September 26th. 
The like spirit (opposition to episcopacy) I found at Dartmouth and other places along 
the coast; the people being generally refreshed with some conceit of a deliverance 
from the burden and yoke of Episcopacy besides the multitude of Anabaptists and 
Quakers that are in all those parts, in the skirts of Devonshire and Somersetshire, 
who although they pretend to much peaceablenesse of spirit will assuredly act 
otherwise if they have an opportunity.........to the Right Hon. Sir Edward Nicholas, 
 

***** 
 

OTHER INFORMATION FOUND 
 
William Pestell's  first record of service was in 1651 as a naval sailor. 
 
From 1653 to 1654 he was Commander and Captain of the Hamburg Merchant Ship. 
 
He was involved in the "Battle of Portland" from 1652/53. 
 
From 2.6.1653 to 3.6.1653 he was involved in the battle of Gabbard 
 
From 12.6.61 - 12.6.62, William Pestell was commander and Captain of the Imperial 
Fleet type ship (category 5th Rate) "The Pearl". It was built 1651 at Ratcliffe, London 
and commissioned in 1652. Designed and constructed by Peter Pett. Sunk as 
foundation 6.8.1697. 
 
Captain William Pestell died in action in 1664 in the attack on the Dutch Fort at 
Goree, off Senegal. He was master of the "Jersey" in the fleet commanded by 
Admiral Robert Holmes. His wife was later awarded a £50 pension (Ken Pestell). 

 
***** 
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SOME REFERENCES TO WILLIAM PESTELL BEING A GOVERMENT SPY 
 
FROM THE PUBLICATION - "A HISTORY OF NONCONFORMITY IN PLYMOUTH" 
BY R. N. WORTH, F.G.S. 
HONORARY MEMBER OF THE PLYMOUTH INSTITUTION. 
Read November 2nd, 1876. 
 
............After the Restoration, in September 1661, a government spy named 
William Pestell reported that the Fifth Monarchy men had sent agents to Yorkshire, 
Durham, Devon, and Great Yarmouth, including Feake, Cann, John Rodgers, and 
John Belcher who "travel from County to County and are hardly a month in one 
place". Belcher was described as a dangerous man who would have taken part in 
Venner's rising had he not disagreed with the rebels over tactics................... 
 

***** 
.................I hold the religious persecutions under his most religious and 
gracious majesty Charles II — that merrily despicable monarch 
to be the worst this kingdom has known. Mary was a consistent, 
conscientious bigot, a devoted daughter of her Church, who  
believed it better a few should burn here than many hereafter. And 
after all, burning is so far merciful that it is quickly over. 
But Charles was a faithless, heartless, conscienceless debauchee, 
whose persecutions had no higher motive than the revenge of a 
mean coward spirit, without the warrant of conviction, without 
the excuse of policy. James, like Mary, was consistent, and had 
a policy—the policy of the re-establishment of his faith. Eut if 
the men differed, their acts did not. Eoth played with their 
victims before they killed them; and under their Christian rule 
thousands of men and women, driven from house and home, for- 
bidden all means of livelihood, whipped here and imprisoned there, 
pilloried, branded, and cropped, suffered tortures to which the fires 
of Smithfield would have been a crowning mercy. 
And the second Charles among his other virtues counts that 
blackest sin of ingratitude. It was to the Presbyterians, quite 
as much as to Monk, that he owed his recal from exile. This was recognized in his 
declaration at Ereda. "We do declare a 
liberty to tender consciences, and that no man shall be disquieted, 
or called in question for differences of opinion, which do not disturb 
the peace of the kingdom. " And in the following October another 
declaration conceded, for the sake of pacification, "that the ministers 
should be freed from the subscription required by the Canon, and 
the oath of canonical obedience ; receive Ordination, Institution, 
and Induction, and exercise their function and enjoy the profits of 
their livings without being obliged to it ; and that the use of the 
Ceremonies should be dispensed with where they were scrupled."* 
Within less than two years came the Act of Uniformity, and 
Bartholomew -day, 1662, saw two thousand of the ablest, most 
learned, and most pious ministers of the Church cast out there- 
from, because their consciences would not allow them to declare 
their unfeigned assent and consent to everything contained in and 
prescribed by the Book of Common Prayer, which, by the way, as 
modified by Convocation, very few of the seven thousand whose 
consciences were less tender could have seen. 
"Nor shall the eternal roll of praise reject 
Those Unconforming ; whom one rigorous day 
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Drives from their Cures, a voluntary prey 
To poverty, and grief, and disrespect, 
And some to want—as if by tempest wrecked 
On a wild coast. Men the dictate of whose inward sense 
Outweighs the world ! whom self- deceiving wit 
Lures not from what they deem the cause of God." 
Persecution began in Plymouth before the Black Bartholomew. 
 
One Captain William Pestell paid the West a visit in 1661, 
apparently in the character of spy. He wrote to Secretary Nicholas, 
on the 26th September, that the "Fifth Monarchy Men" were                                              
associated with the Presbyterians in encouraging the people to 
withstand the common prayer ; that " several of the old sea-cap- 
tains at Plymouth were determined that the common prayer should 
not come into Mr. Hughes's church,' ' and that there was the same 
feeling at other places on the coast, where Anabaptists and Quakers 
abounded.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

 

 
 

An extract from Thomas Pestell jnr's (1613-1690) "Elegie on the Countess of 
Huntingdon" dated 1633 included in the "Perditi Poemata manuscript" which 
was included originally in the Huntingdon Papers. 
 
Cont'd over page 
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THOMAS  PESTELL'S  ELEGY 
 
An  Elegie  he wrote  on  Mr.  Francis  Beaumont,  dying  1615-16  at  
Westminster   
 

Unto  thy  ever-loved  memory,  And  o'er  thy hearse,  this weeping  Elegie  Shedds  
hee, who  to restore  thee,  as thou  wert  Once  a  full  perfect  man,  would  spend  
his  heart;                        
 
And't  were  a blest  fate,  if  such  things  as  I,  To  make  thee  live, might but  by 
myriades  die.  Yet  fond  Philosophic  will prate, and  dare  Tell  us mens  souls  alike 
and  equall  are.  O,  'tis an  odious  lie, made  out  of  pride;                       
 
Thine  was  as large  as halph  the  world  beside:  And  as  old  wives imagine  to  
this  day,  The  moon  to  Starrs each  month  is dipt  away,  Whence  heaven  is  
fill'd;  if thy  most ample  witt,  Or just  so much,  God  took and  parted  it,                      
 
To  dramms  and  grains,  the  purest  and  the  best  Would  furnish  fortie  colledges 
at  least  (I  think);  the  refuse  I am  sure  would  bee  Too  good  for  th'Inns  a Court  
and  Chancerie.  'Tis true  there  be  some  able  witts  alive,                      
 
 (Though  very  fewe),  about  a  fowr  or  five;  But  which  of  theise  is natural  and  
free,  Not  prentise  to long art  and  Industrie;  Which,  with  mere  labour,  all that  
they  can  doo  Is patching up  an  old  drie bobb  or  two,                       
 
To  make  a lord  laugh,  or  some  lady  gaye  A bracelett  or  a Jewell  cast  away?  
But  (which  pure  Nature  only  did  refine)  A braine  that  could  conceive  so quick  
as thine, And  be  delivered  so without  all  paine,                     
 
 He never  looke  to meet  the  like  againe.  All such  sleight  sylly things  as  I  might  
steale  Witt,  that  thou  threwst  away  at every  meale.   
 


