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PREFACE

This publication focuses mainly on the life of Francis Merewether, but also includes
a comprehensive genealogy and supplementary section (Part 7) which reports on the
distinguished lives of his wife, sons, daughter, brother and nephew etc.
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The Rev. Francis Merewether

It is important to note that the Rev. Francis Merewether was a prolific writer of letters
to politicians and theologians against Roman Catholicism and on various church
questions of the day including those of a political and controversial nature. 26 letters
to Disraeli are held in the special collections at the Bodleian Library, Oxford
University (catalogue ref. NRA.842 Disraeli). Also, records of his correspondence
(1812-1863) are held in Lambeth Palace library (Ref MS.4512).

In the diocese and neighbourhood, it is well recorded that his activity in all that
concerned religion was conspicuous. Church societies ever found him a hearty and
effective supporter. The Leicester anniversary meeting of the Christian Knowledge
and the Gospel Propagation Societies were originated by him. If a district committee
were to be established or maintained, he was ever foremost to lend his aid. It may
here be mentioned in proof of his active interest in the welfare of the county, and of
the readiness with which he threw himself into any measures for its good, that he
was one of the founders of the first Leicestershire Agricultural Society, which was
followed by a number of similar institutions throughout the land. And he was
especially earnest in furthering that intercourse among Churchmen, lay and clerical,
which tended so much to strengthen the church by promoting good will and good
understanding among its members. For such a task, he was indeed eminently fitted.
Firm in purpose, decided in opinion, resolute in acting up to his view of duty, he was
of so genial and kindly a disposition, that to know him was to love and revere him.
His genuine simplicity, his cheerful piety, his thorough unselfishness, and his
unaffected humility, exhibited the Christian character in its most beautiful aspect; and
he retained to the very last a freshness of thought and buoyancy of spirit seldom
seen in persons of his advanced age.

The Rev. Merewether faithfully and zealously discharged the sacred duties of a
clergyman in a manner appreciated by all among whom he ministered to. During the
whole period of his incumbency as rector of the parish of Coleorton, there has been
no interruption to his labours, and even on the Sunday previous to his death, he
preached in aid of the Leicester Infirmary with his usual vigorous warmth and
affectionate earnestness, on the text, “Heal the Sick”. This sermon, it was said, would
long remain in the memory of all who heard it.
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION

Francis Merewether, born 1784, was the youngest son of Henry Merewether, born
¢.1735 of Patford Street, Calne in Wiltshire, where Francis was born. Henry was the
Guild Steward of Calne and Burgess of the Borough and was apparently sufficiently
wealthy to be able to provide Francis and his brother with a good education which
took Francis on a path to becoming a minister in the Church of England. His elder
brother Henry Alworth Merewether 1781-1864, became a lawyer of high repute. The
Rev. Francis Merewether died on Wednesday July 21st 1864, aged 80. His brother
Henry Alworth Merewether did not survive him more than a few hours, having expired
at the family seat Castlefield, Wilts on Thursday, July the 22nd 1864, in the 83™ year
of his age. See Part 7 for further information on Henry Alworth Merewether.

Francis Merewether, like his brother Henry, commenced his education at a selective
boarding grammar school for boys in Reading under Dr. Valpy. He then went to Eton
under Dr. Heath. Francis matriculated at Christ Church, Oxford, on February 4th
1802 at the age of 18. He obtained an M.A. at St. John’s College, Cambridge
University.

On becoming ordained Deacon (Exeter) Feb 22nd 1807 and a priest at Ely on April
10th 1808, Francis became vicar of St. Mary's Church, in Haverhill parish Suffolk, on
the 24th April 1808, where he resided in the vicarage. It was only a few years after
this when it is said that he established the first National school in Suffolk. He held the
position of vicar at Haverhill for a period of seven years until November 14th 1815,
and it was during his time there that he married Frances Elizabeth Way of Spencer
Farm / Grange, Great Yeldham, Essex on April 24th 1810. She was also born in
1784, and according to Coleorton censuses she was born at Saint George, The
Martyr - Queen Street, Middlesex. This is the name of both an Anglican church
originally built in 1703 and consecrated in 1723 and a new parish of the same name,
which was constituted. The author is of the view that this should be left open to
conjecture until positive proof is found (Part 7 offers a possible explanation and
further genealogy and supplementary information).

The Rev. Francis Merewether, who subsequently became both the vicar of Whitwick
and Rector of Coleorton was to become one of the oldest and most respected
incumbents in the county of Leicestershire.

As already stated in the preface, the Rev. Francis Merewether was a prolific letter
writer and pamphleteer, and enjoyed the intimacy of many celebrated men, amongst
whom were Disraeli, William Wordsworth and Sir George Howland Beaumont, 7t
Baronet of Stoughton whose seat was at Coleorton Hall. Sir George had inherited the
Coleorton estate at the age of nine, when his father died in 1762. He presented the
Rev. Francis Merewether to the rectory of the ecclesiastical parish of Coleorton
in the year 1815, where he held this position until his death in 1864. He
succeeded William Beecher, M.A. who had been the rector from 1778.

The Rev. Merewether had originally come into contact with Sir George Howland
Beaumont, 7th Baronet during the time he was the Vicar of St. Mary's Church,
Haverhill, where he resided at the vicarage there. The 7th Baronet's father had
strengthened his tie to his Dunmow, Essex roots, by marrying Rachel Howland the
daughter of Mr. Charles Howland of a respected local family, the Howlands' of Stone
Hall. They owned land in the area including the vicarage of Haverhill which came into




the hands of the 7th Baronet through his father's marriage to Rachel Howland. In the
late 1700's the 7th Baronet still thought of himself as the squire of his Dunmow
estate, in Essex, more than Coleorton, but due to a chain of complex events
recorded by the author in other publications, he decided to move from his Dunmow,
estate and re-build the manor house at Coleorton, which became known as
Coleorton Hall. He first inhabited this with his wife Margaret Willes of Astrop Manor
who he had married in 1778 in 1808.

Sir George Howland Beaumont, 7*" Baronet of Stoughton
by Joshua Reynolds 1778

Lady Margaret Beaumont by Joshua Reynolds 1780




PART 2

A LETTER FROM WILLIAM WORDSWORTH TO THE
REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER

It is thought that the Rev. Francis Merewether formed a relationship with the poet
William Wordsworth whilst he was designing the "Winter Garden" at Coleorton Hall.
There follows copies of a letter sent by William Wordsworth from Lother Castle to the
Rev. Merewether in 1829, in which he mentions his eldest son John, who was born
18th June 1803 and died 1875. He obtained an M.A. at Oxford and became rector of
Brigham Church, Cumberland for over 30 years, from 1832-1875. It is thought he
acted as curate to the Rev. Francis Merewether for a few years prior to this whilst
residing at Whitwick.

= K e

Copy of a letter written by William Wordsworth to the Reverend Francis
Merewether from Lowther Castle on August 7th 1829

TRANSCRIPTION OF WORDSWORTH'S LETTER

LOWTHER CASTLE, FRIDAY 7th AUGUST

My dear Sir,

| have seen Professor Wilson, and he is quite willing to look over your papers if you think
priper to send them; and to admit them if suitable - | did not say anything about money,
because | thought it best to defer that till he determined whether the thing could be inserted. -
We are all going to Moresby to be near John for a few weeks, and for the benefit of sea air; |
therefore think if your Mss could be sent free of expense to Professor Wilson himself at
Elleray near Kendal, it might be the readiest and best way of proceeding. | left him in the
beginning of the week, and do not yet know if John has entered upon his duties; but | hope
so. - | have some thoughts of going to Ireland myself for a few weeks, but it is very uncertain.
We learn from my sister that Lady Beaumont has given in her will remembrance of yourself &
Mrs. Merewether; on these proofs of the regard of so excellent a person | sincerely
congratulate you. - Lord Lonsdale | am happy to say is quite well - satisfied.

With kind regards to Mrs. Merewether | remain my dear Sir faithfully yours.

Wm Wordsworth.




PART 3

REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER APPOINTED VICAR OF
THE PARISH OF WHITWICK

In 1818, the Crown appointed Rev. Merewether vicar of the adjoining parish of
Whitwick, of which he held the post for over 40 years. The period in which he entered
upon his incumbencies was marked by a revival of interest in all that concerned the
church of this nation. The building of churches, the foundation of schools for the poor,
and the erection of parsonages, were beginning to be taken in hand.

The parish of Whitwick, was one in which the discovery and workings of coal mines
began about this time which brought about a large increase of population. It was
fortunate that at such a time, in such a neighbourhood, a person like the Rev.
Merewether should have been called upon to minister and it was not long before he
set himself vigorously to similar works in his new sphere of labour. St. John the
Baptist parish church of Whitwick, was in a parlous state when the Rev. Merewether
became the incumbent, but during his time there was completely restored, and
enlarged to a standard worthy of it's beautiful site.

St. John the Baptist parish church, Whitwick

At Whitwick itself, National and Infant Schools were established, but these were
found inadequate to the wants of the parish, and new schools were built a second
time, this second building having been in great measure due to the zealous exertions
of The Rev. H. Wood, Mr. Merewether’s curate.

With the assistance of Sir George Beaumont, the 7th baronet and Lady Beaumont,
always his kind friends and hearty supporters, he first provided schools and was the
driving force behind the building of a church and parsonage in 1825 at St. George’s,
Swannington, a township within the ecclesiastical parish of Whitwick. Residents of
Swannington had been faced with a mile and a half walk from Main Street along
Church Lane to St John the Baptist parish church in Whitwick, and for many
residents it was much further.




Early 19th century photograph of St. George's Church, Swannington, where the
authors grandfather and grandmother John and Lydia Bird
are buried in the graveyard

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, THRINGSTONE

St. Andrew’s day, 1862 witnessed the completion of another work under the auspices
of the aged vicar. St. Andrew’s, Thringstone, in an outlying part of Whitwick, where
for some time service had been regularly carried on by one of Mr. Merewether’s
curates in a school room licensed for that purpose. The simple and ecclesiastical
building known as St. Andrew’s Church, Thringstone, remains as a fitting memorial of
the venerable vicar of Whitwick, and he was to be the last engaged in putting the
finishing stroke to his work there, by raising a fund for a parsonage to be erected
upon a most beautiful site already secured for that purpose. The foundation stone
was laid on Tuesday, April 22 1862 by the Rev. Francis Merewether, MA and can be
found set in the easternmost corner buttress of the south transept, though this is
badly weathered and now largely illegible. The Parish Church of Saint Andrew,
Thringstone is a small cruciform structure built in 1862 from the designs of James
Piers St Aubyn of London, the eminent Victorian church architect and restorer. The
church is now a grade |l listed building.

Photograph of St. Andrew's Church ¢.1910.




PART 4

THE BUILDING OF A NEW RECTORY AT COLEORTON
PLUS SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

In 1816, the building of a new rectory, largely financed by the Rev. Merewether
apparently, was started at Coleorton, which took a number of years to complete. It
was built some distance from the church for which he apparently received some
criticism from future rectors in particular. The ruins of the old rectory can still be seen
close to Sir Walter Scott's seat in Coleorton hall grounds. They are shown in the
photographs below.

The Reyv, lived at the rectory with his wife Frances Elizabeth (nee. Way) and an
unmarried daughter Emily, and at some point their sons would have resided with
them. Please see Part 7 for family genealogy information. Emily was recorded in
the 1851 Coleorton census as being born in 1819 at Gt. Yeldham, an old village in
Essex. She was one of 6 siblings and the Way / Waye families had an ancient
lineage. Presumably, her mother went there to relatives for the birth of her daughter,
perhaps due to disruptions in the building of the rectory. Frances Elizabeth had a
close relationship with Great Yeldham where other of her children were born. On her
death, and at her request, she was buried in St. Andrew's church graveyard there.
See Part 7 for further information.

In the 1851 & 61 censuses, the Merewether's are recorded as having three servants
- a cook, housemaid and footman, which no doubt reflected their wealth.

For some reason there is no Merewethers' or rectory recorded in the 1841 Coleorton
census, so presumably they were elsewhere at the time it was taken by the
enumerator.

Sir Walter Scott's seat is shown centre left in the RH photograph dated ¢.1980

Continued over page




Coleorton Rectory, largely financed by the Rev. Francis Merewether and
constructed by John Gadsby of Coleorton. Construction started in 1816 and
continued over a number of years.

The above photograph of the new rectory would have been taken after the Rev.
Merewether had died and William Beresford Beaumont became the rector, and who
extended it further.

During George Halfpenny’'s tenure as “Brick Master” at the Coleorton Beaumont
Brickyard (Coleorton Brick and Tile Company), the quantity of materials supplied to
John Gadsby and the Rev. Merewether for the building of the original Coleorton
Rectory was as follows. This is thought to be the largest order supplied by George
Halfpenny. The project for building the rectory appears to have taken just over two
years to complete. The Rev. Merewether was noted as being a late payer and Mr.
Wade (presumed to be accountant at Fisher’s solicitors) pencilled in a note
commenting “Why not paid out of his Tithes?” Materials were supplied over a 4 year
period. Although John Gadsby was listed as a “carpenter” in the Coleorton “1827
Cottage Book”, he was clearly a building contractor, and for that reason was chosen
to build the rectory. He also had a shop separate from his cottage which was
included in his rent. At this time he had six children!

During the period from June 1816 to April 1820, John Gadsby purchased 134,050
common bricks at a total cost to the Rev. Merewether of £18,157. In addition the
following were recorded as being purchased:-

2,900 plain tiles

40 plain ridge tiles

28 ridge tiles

1,552 flooring bricks

218 quarries

4 barn floor bricks

1030 leaded tiles

3 leaded ridge tiles

12 flue bricks

18 gutter tiles

21 soughing tiles

Clearly this was not all the building material, as for example, special round chimney
bricks / chimney pots of which there were many, were not mentioned in the
fragmented accounts, so there could have been another source besides Coleorton
Beaumont Brickworks. There is a record that John Gadsby purchased 32,000
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common bricks between Jan 1814 and May 1816 from Coleorton Beaumont
Brickworks which could well have been for footings etc for the Rectory. Between Apr
1818 and Apr 1824, the Rev. Merewether also purchased 12,100 common bricks

plus other materials.

Extract from 1842 Tithe Map showing the "Rectorial Land" on which the rectory

was built - strangely it didn't show the rectory?
A = the old Ashby Rd, C = To Farm Town, D = Coleorton fishpond
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Coventry Herald, - August 8" 1862
The Coleorton Burglary.

Joseph Stockley and James Mathews pleaded guilty to the charge of burglary at the
house of the Rev. Francis Merewether of Coleorton, on the night of the 7" of May,
and stealing a £10 note, a large quantity of gold and silver, a gold guard, a ring and
other articles. Stockley also pleaded guilty, as did Thomas Foxhall, to a charge of the
like offence at the house of the Rev. George Belcher at Heather manor house, on the
night of the 13" of May. Stockley was sentenced to seven years penal servitude,
and Mathews and Foxhall, who had both been previously convicted, to ten
years penal servitude each.

Leicester Journal — August 5" 1864

THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER DECEASED
Notice — All persons having claims or demands against the estate of the Rev. Francis
Merewether, late of Coleorton Rectory, in the County of Leicester, who died on the
21t day of July, 1864, are requested to send particulars thereof to us, or to Mrs.
Merewether, at the Rectory, Coleorton
Dated this 3™ day of August, 1864.
Dewes and Son
Solicitors, Ashby de la Zouch

Leicester Journal — December 2" 1864

The Rectory, Coleorton
MR. CHUBB
Is favoured with instructions from the executors of the late Rev. F. Merewether

TO SELL BY AUCTION
On Monday and Tuesday, the 5" and 6" days of December, 1864, on the premises,
the Rectory, Coleorton

The dining, drawing, and bed-room furniture, Piano, Glass, China, Kitchen requisites,
&c,. &c. Capital Clarence Carriage, elegant Phaeton, Double and single harness,
saddles and bridles, cow in milk, garden and other tools, and various other effects.

Sale to commence each day at 11 o’clock prompt
William Beresford Beaumont, M.A. Clerk, by Sir George Beaumont, 9th Baronet
of Stoughton of Coleorton hall, became the rector on the death of the Rev.
Francis Beaumont.
It is not known at the time of writing where Frances Elizabeth Merewether went

to live following the death of her husband the Rev. Francis Merewether, but it is
likely that she went back to her roots in Great Yeldham, Essex.
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PART 5

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, COLEORTON

The Rev. Merewether also became a close friend of Sir George Howland Beaumont,
9th Baronet of Stoughton (lord of the manor from 1828-1882), and he zealously co-
operated with him on the design of the interior of St. Mary's parish church at
Coleorton where a genuine sense of beauty and simplicity still prevails today, even
though the church interior is now in a poor condition, and does not reflect the beauty
of those past times.

North east elevation

This pen and grey wash drawing by Sir G. H. Beaumont 7" Baronet and dated 1812
shows the demolishing of farm buildings adjacent to the rear of the church. The
church roof also appears to be under repair. In 1821, the parish records show that
the spire had been rebuilt and the tower repaired.

13




THE PENNY CLOTHING CLUB

During the time Sir George Howland Beaumont, 9th Baronet of Stoughton (lord of the
manor from 1828-1882) was at Coleorton Hall, a "Penny Clothing Club" was
established. The club was managed by Lady Beaumont and Rev. Merewether's wife,
Frances Elizabeth.

The principle of the "Penny Clothing Club" was, "to encourage a spirit of economy
and industry amongst the poor". In essence, the poor had to be nominated as
"worthy" of being in the scheme, and then they had to save two pence every Monday
morning, which made eight shillings and eight pence (about 43.5p in today's money)
after a years saving. To this, the club would add a further two shillings (10p), or more,
depending on what was in the club account.

Clothes, blankets and sheets were purchased by the club in accordance with what
the poor had requested, and to the value of the money they had saved. If the poor
defaulted and did not submit their savings on a Monday morning, they were removed
from the club, and neither did they have their money already saved reimbursed. A
significant number of poor contributed to the club and apparently it was a very
successful venture.

IN MEMORY OF

The east window of St. Mary's Church was presented by Charles Merewether in
memory of his father. In this graceful tracery, scenes from the life of Jesus are
represented.

The church has a number of stained glass windows. However, that in the vestry, at
the west end, is of painted glass of the 15th century. It was brought to England from
Rouen and presented to a former Sir George Beaumont, by whom it was given to the
church.

The parish memorial window of stained glass, to Rev. Francis Merewether, is at the
western end of the south aisle, and was given by Mr. Merewether's widow, Frances
Elizabeth, in his memory.

On the west wall is a plaque in memory of FRANCIS MEREWETHER M.A. CLERK
for 49 years Rector, died 21st July 1864. Aged 80 years. Placed by his widow who
died 4th February 1870. Aged 86 years. "Who rests by her desire in the churchyard
of great Yeldham, Essex".

Mr. Merewether was buried outside the east end of the church, and the monument
over his grave is cruciform in shape. He was buried next to his son Lewis Christopher
who died by drowning in Coleorton fishpond at the age of 13 on July 1st 1837. See
Part 8.

A further window in memory of Charles George Merewether who was the Rev.
Francis Merewether's son who died in 1884 was installed to his memory, following
his death.

William Beresford Beaumont, M.A. Clerk, by Sir George Beaumont, 9th Baronet
of Stoughton of Coleorton hall, became the rector on the death of the Rev.
Francis Beaumont
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PART 6

St. JOHN'S CHAPEL AND CEMETERY

St. Johns Chapel and burial ground

The Reverend Merewether was the driving force in securing a new burial
ground and chapel for the village.

On June 24" 1856, the commissioners' authorised Coleorton Parish to procure a new
burial ground and to make a rate for the amount of purchase money. At a vestry
meeting on May 9'" 1856, it was announced that Sir George Beaumont was willing to
sell for the sum of £17 7s., a piece of close of land called Coal Pit Close containing
13 acres 1rood and 31 perches which was given as equivalent to 1,200 square yards
(see the following map ). It was agreed that the said purchase money be defrayed by
a church rate or church rates to be levied in the parish. Also, the estimated cost of
enclosure of the new ground was estimated at £120 7s., plus a sum of £45
estimated for consecration fees and land expenses. This also to be defrayed by a
further increase in church rates. It was agreed that the church wardens be
empowered to apply to Her Majesties Commissioners for building new churches, for
their assistance in carrying the above mentioned objects into affect. It was further
resolved that the sum of £600 be borrowed for the new burial ground and the
expenses incidental thereunto, on the security of the bond to be executed by the
following censure. And occupiers, and such others as may be disposed to join in it as
follows — Benjamin Walker, Robert Bonnet, William Wardle, Joseph Right Faux, John
Ayre, William Walker and Peter Heward. A highway rate of 5d in the pound was
granted to the surveyors. Also a church rate of 3d in the pound for the current
expenses of the year.

At a meeting on July 24" 1856. - Present at that meeting were the Rev, F,
Merewether (in the chair), Mr. Richard Wardle (overseer), John Ayre (surveyor),
Peter Heward, Benjamin Walker (guardian) and William Walker (churchwarden). It
was decided to put out for tender in the Leicester Journal, Leicester Advertiser,
Nottingham Review, and Derby Mercury for the building of a chapel and cemetery
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wall. At the same meeting it was decided that a 10d church rate be applied for the
expenses expressed in the aforementioned resolutions

Leicester Journal — August 8" 1856 (Advertisement)

COLEORTON CEMETERY
TO CONTRACTORS

Persons desirons of contracting for the erection of a cemetery chapel and wall at
Coleorton are desired to forward estimates to Mr. Peter Heward of Coleorton, on or
before Wednesday, 13" August next, where plans and specifications may be seen.
The stone, sand and wood for roof, will be found gratis, but no part of the
labour or carriage of any of the materials.
The cemetery committee do not pledge themselves to accept the lowest or
any tender.

A meeting was convened on August 15" 1856. In addition to the previous meeting
Mr. J. Hatchett and Mr. E Fisher (solicitor), and Mr R. Bonnet (surveyor) attended. It
was agreed that Mr. John Elliot’s tender for the cemetery wall, Bell and Row work for
doors amounting to £282-5s.- 0d should be accepted. Also Mr. Rowland Walker’s
tender for the woodwork amounting to £28-10s.-0d., be also accepted. Also that the
sum of £300 be borrowed upon a bond of the principal ratepayers, to be repaid by
annual instalments of £50 per autumn per annum, and that Mr. Edward Fisher
(Solicitor), be requested to procure the same upon the above terms

Supplementary information — The following was recorded by the Rev. F.
Merewether, Rector of the Parish of Coleorton:-

The corner stone of the chapel was laid with attendant ceremonies by Sir George
Beaumont, Bart, owner of the Parish and patron of the church on Tuesday October
21 1856 in the twentieth year of our gracious Queen Victoria. The inscription
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord” was deposited with two silver florins
dated 1856 in a glass bottle under the corner stone.

Leicester Journal — September 4" 1857
CONSECRATION OF NEW CEMETERY AT COLEORTON

On Thursday last, the 27" (Aug) ult., this cemetery was consecrated by the Lord
Bishop of the Diocese. At three o’clock the churchwarden and others met the bishop
and clergy at the Parish Church, where the evening service was read by the Rev.
F. Merewether, the rector, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Alderson, and others. After the
petition for consecration being presented to the bishop, and a suitable hymn had
been sung, the clergy and parishioners proceeded to the cemetery, which lies on the
south side, adjoining to the turnpike-road leading from Ashby de la Zouch to
Loughborough, and within a field adjoining the rectory (bear in mind that Coleorton
Viscount Beaumont’s Church of England School had not been built at that time),
where they met the bishop and immediately proceeded round the ground, the
appointed Psalms being recited. At the chapel, the consecration service was read by
the bishop in a most impressive manner. The sentence of consecration was then
read by the chancellor, and by him ordered to be enrolled and preserved among the
manuscripts of the registry. The communion service and epistles were then read,
after which the 90" Psalm was sung by the Coleorton Church Choir, and the bishop
pronounced the Benediction, which ended the ceremony. The chapel is of the
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“Decorated” period, and is very neatly and substantially built; all the windows and
dressings are of freestone, as are also the faces of the internal walls, and the other
parts are of granite. The ground is enclosed with a very strong stone wall. The
ground, stone, and timber were the gift of Sir G. H. Beaumont, Bart. The builders, to
whom much credit is due, are Mr. Elliot, of Ashby, and Mr. Walker, formerly of
Coleorton; the former doing the masonry, and the latter the woodwork. The drawings
were furnished by Sir G. H. Beaumont and Mr. Heward. The day was all that could be
wished, and the arrangements were admirably managed by the churchwardens,
Messrs. W. Walker and J. Beckworth. Among the company present were, the Revs.
F. Merewether, O. Davys, - Alderson, M. Vavasour, J. Denton, H. Wood, - Gardner;
Sir G. H. and Lady Beaumont, Joseph Benson, Esq., Miss Merewether, Mrs.
Merewether, the Misses Way, Mrs. Wood (Whitwick), Mr. Ayre, Mr. Faux, Mrs. and
Mr. Bonnet, Mrs. and Mr. Heward, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Davenport, &c.

1842 Tithe map, showing Coalpit Close
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PART 7

FAMILY GENEALOGY & SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER

Please see Part 1 for further information on Francis Merewether

Francis Merewether, born 1784, was the second son of Henry Merewether, born
¢.1735 of Patford Street, Calne in Wiltshire. Henry was the Guild Steward of Calne
and Burgess of the Borough. He had an elder brother Henry Alworth Merewether
(Serjeant at Law), b.1781. Rev. Francis Merewether died on July 21st 1864, aged 80.
His brother Henry Alworth Merewether did not survive him more than a few hours,
having expired at the family seat Castlefield, Wilts on Thursday, July the 22nd 1864,
in the 83 year of his age.

The Rev. Francis Merewether has been identified as having four children (a daughter
and three sons, with his wife Frances Elizabeth Way, although there was almost
certainly further children who have not been identified. One of his son's Lewis
Christopher, was drowned in Coleorton fishpond, details of which follow later.

REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER'S WIFE-
FRANCES ELIZABETH WAY

The old Waye family (later became spelt Way) had a long and interesting lineage.
Originally of Somersetshire, but removed in the Reign of Henry VIII to Torrington in
Devon.

William Waye of Great Torrington who was the son of Alexander Waye, had a
confirmation of arms from Robert Cooke, Clarencieux, in 1574, at which time two
coats that had been borne by different branches of the family which appear to have
been incorporated and thenceforth were borne quarterly. This Wiliam Waye of
Torrington, Devon, living in 1620, died about 1630 leaving three sons, namely:-

1. William (b.1610, d.s.p)

2. John

3. Richard , to whom his father bequeathed a house in Exeter.

The second son John Waye of Bridport, Dorset, died before 1680, leaving by
Elizabeth, his wife, two sons, John of Bridport and Benjamin Way of Dorchester,
Essex, who was ejected from his living in the time of the Commonwealth. He died at
Bristol in 1680, leaving with other issue a son Benjamin Way Esq., who settled in
London as a merchant, resided in Walthamstow. He died at Bath in 1709, leaving by
Elizabeth his wife, daughter of Samuel Lewis of the island of Jamaica, two sons and
two daughters besides a numerous issue, commemorated on his monument in
Bunhill Fields.

Their eldest son Lewis Way Esq., of Streatham and the Old Court, Richmond
became a wealthy businessman and barrister and was a member of the Inner
Temple. He married for a 4th time, Sarah, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Payne, vicar
of Holme Lacey, Herefordshire, and sister of Frances, Countess of Northampton, and
by Sarah, who died 17th April 1802 at the Old Court, Richmond had an only son,
Gregory Lewis, (1756 - 1799) of Spencer Farm, Yeldham, Essex.
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Over the years Spencer Farm was also referred to as Spencer Grange and Spencer
Hall and latterly just Spencers'

Gregory Lewis, a barrister, married Frances Ann Paxton, the only daughter of the
Reverend William Paxton, Rector of Taplow, Bucks. He died 26th April, 1799 having
had issue of six children (4 sons and 2 daughters) of which Frances Elizabeth Way
was the eldest daughter.

In 1783, the year before Frances Elizabeth was born, a Mrs. Chambers sold
Spencer Farm for £1400 to Gregory Lewis Way, her father, described as a barrister
with a literary turn. A letter (quoted in History of the Way Family by Herbert W. L.
Way, 1914) written to Gregory Lewis Way as a prospective purchaser, describes
Spencer Farm as ‘one of the seats of Viscountess Dowager Bateman deceased,
which she built in the midst of about 18 acres of ground, that is copyhold of
Inheritance at a fine certain, and which is pleasantly disposed round the house. The
remaining 5 acres about 100 Rod from the outer Gate is leasehold ... this might be
made free at a trifling expense. Out of the high road ... you drive down a gravel road
through the grounds to the house, which stands environed by its own gardens and
fields. ...’

Following the death of Gregory Lewis Way in 1799, Spencer Farm was inherited by
the Rev. Lewis Way, while his brother John Lewis Way acquired Spaynes Hall, a
short distance away. The Rev. Lewis Way died in 1835 but his widow Caroline
Elizabeth Way, (Frances Elizabeth Way's sister) lived until 1882 and appeared on the
Tithe Award as the owner/occupier of Spencer Farm. In 1895, Spencer Grange Farm
was described as being a fine mansion standing in well-wooded grounds of about 75
acres. The long ownership of Spencer Farm by the Way family ended in 1920, when
it became known as Spencers'.

According to Coleorton village censuses, Frances Elizabeth Way was born in 1784,
at Saint George, The Martyr - Queen Street, Middlesex. This is the name of an
Anglican church originally built in 1703 and consecrated in 1723 and a new parish of
the same name was also constituted. This could of course be true, but the author
feels it should be left open to conjecture until positive proof is found. However, the
fact that Frances Elizabeth was born the following year after her father purchased
Spencer Farm, could offer an explanation for this.

Frances Elizabeth married the Rev. Francis Merewether on April 24th 1810 whilst
he was the vicar at Haverhill. Their marriage is recorded as taking place at St.
Andrews church, Great Yeldham Church, Essex. They had their first son Francis
Lewis Shaw Merewether in 1811 whilst at Haverhill.

Frances Elizabeth Merewether died February 4th 1870 aged 86 years and rests
according to her desire in the churchyard of St. Andrew's church, Great Yeldham,
Essex in humble trust that though not united in the grave with her husband, they
would be together in the spirit with the Lord.

There are memorial windows in Great Yeldham church to Frances Elizabeth
Merewether, 1870 and to Caroline Way, her sister, of Spencer Grange, and her
granddaughter, Mary E. H. Way

Cont'd over page
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St. Andrew's Church - Great Yeldham where Frances Elizabeth Merewether
(nee Way), wife of the Rev. Francis Merewether
was married and is buried at her desire
Photograph copyright of the originator
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DAUGHTER - EMILY M. A. MEREWETHER

Emily M.H. was recorded in the 1851 Coleorton census as being born in 1819 at Gt.
Yeldham, Essex. Perhaps her mother went there to relatives for the birth of her
daughter, due to disruptions in the building of the rectory. In 1851, Emily, 32, was
shown as being unmarried and living at home in the rectory. She became a teacher
at the old Coleorton Hospital and School.

berby Mercury — January 215t 1863
Coleorton Hospital and School

At the annual distribution of prizes at this school, the children thought the
indefatigable exertions of Miss Merewether, gave a great treat in the exhibition of a
large and fine Christmas tree, on which were hung nearly 150 prizes, and which was
lit by nearly as many wax tapers. The prizes were afterwards distributed to the
scholars by Miss Merewether. They consisted of books, work boxes, dress and
pinafore pieces, knives, comforters, and also every other useful or ornamental toy
that could be thought of. It is needless to say that all were highly delighted, and gave
three hearty cheers for Miss Merewether.

The original Hospital & School built in 1707 (engraving dated 1796)
Note all the coal mine waste heaps.
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SON - FRANCIS LEWIS SHAW MEREWETHER

Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether - c.1878 (copyright owned by the originator)

Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether (18 March 1811 — 27 December 1899) was the
eldest son of the Rev. Francis Merewether and his wife Frances Elizabeth, nee Way.
He was born in the second year of their marriage during the time Francis was the
vicar of Haverhill.

He was educated first at Eton and then Trinity College, Cambridge where he
obtained a B.A. in 1835.

In 1838 he migrated to Sydney, Australia to work as a clerk in the Treasury and
subsequently became secretary of the Australian Club. The Australian Club is a
private club founded in 1838 and located in Sydney at 165 Macquarie Street. Its
membership is men-only and it is the oldest gentlemen's club in the southern
hemisphere.

In 1841 he married Kate Amelia Plunkett, and in that year he was appointed Sydney
Immigration agent working with Caroline Chisholm responsible for helping to bring
out to Australia Irish orphans and winemakers to the Hunter Valley where wine-
making originated about two hours drive from Sydney. Francis and Kate lived in
Cumberland Street, Sydney, where three of their five children were born.

In 1842 to 1843 he was Clerk of the Legislative Council and of the Executive Council
from 1843 to 1851. He was a non-elective member of the New South Wales
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Legislative Council from 1851 to 1856, during which time he served as Postmaster-
General (1851-52) and Auditor-General (1852-56), as well as acting Colonial
Treasurer (1854-56). He served in the re-constituted Legislative Council from 1856
to 1861 and from 1861 to 1865, when his seat was vacated due to absence. He was
re-appointed as a life member in June 1861.

Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether was instrumental in getting a grand hall built for the
University of Sydney and served as Vice Chancellor of the University between 1854
and 1862 and Chancellor between 1862 and 1865.

He returned to England in 1863, presumably to visit his parents. However, his father
the Rev. Francis Merewether died in 1864, which was presumably the reason for him
not returning to Sydney, meaning his seat on the Legislative Council was vacated as
presumably was his chancellorship at Sydney University

Francis died in Essex on 27th December 1899 (aged 88). He lived at Ingatestone
Hall, about 5 miles west of Chelmsford, which he would have rented. He left his
estate to his son Charles and daughter Levinia

Ingatestone Hall as it is today with its one handed clock over the entrance.
The Hall formerly housed Tudor monarchs such as Queen Elizabeth |
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SON - HENRY ROBERT MEREWETHER

Henry Robert Merewether was born in 1816. He attended schools in Shrewsbury
and Eton and matriculated at the latter at Michaelmas 1835.

He was admitted as a "Sizar" (aged 19) at Magdelene College, Cambridge
(pronounced "Maudlyn") on May 18th 1835. "Sizar in Henry's case would have
meant......"One of a body of students in the universities of Cambridge (Eng.) and
Dublin, who, having passed a certain examination, are exempted from paying college
fees and charges."

He was admitted at St. Alban's Hall, Oxford on October 26th 1837 aged 21, and
graduated with a B.A. in 1840.

He was ordained a Deacon (Hereford) in 1842 ; Became a priest in 1843 ; Church of
Bolsover, Derbys 1842-4 ; Church of St. Mary's, Reading, 1844-8 ; Church of
Greestead green, Essex, 1848-50 ; Church of Christchurch, Westminster, 1850-1 ;
Church of Latchingdown, Essex, 1851-9 ; Vicar of parish church of Tenterden, Kent,
1859-83, Vicar of East Peckham, 1883-1900.
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SON - CHARLES GEORGE MEREWETHER

c.1860 (copyright owned by the originator)

Charles Merewether like his sister Emily, was born in Gt. Yeldham, Essex in 1823,
four years after the birth of his sister. No information has been found to substantiate
why both births took place in Gt. Yeldham. Charles was admitted to Wadham
College, Cambridge in 1840 and graduated with a B.A. on May 10th 1845.

Instead of progressing to obtaining an M.A. he decided to take up Law and was
called to the Bar (the Inner Temple) as a barrister in 1848, and became a Queen's
Counsel in 1877.

He was a subscriber to the Antiquities of Charnwood Forest in 1842 like many people
of status in the locality did. The 1873 return of "Owners of Land" records that at that
time he owned 60 acres of land in Whitwick with an estimated gross rental of £45 per
annum. He had no doubt inherited this land on the death of his father in 1864 who
would have been responsible for his connections with Leicestershire.

Charles was President from 1859 to 1860 of "The Leicester Literary and Leicester
Philosophical Society", locally known as the Lit. and Phil., which was founded in
1835.
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Much of Charles time seems to have been taken up practising at the Bar in London in
the High Court. He was appointed Recorder of Leicester in 1868 and continued in
that office following his election as a Conservative Member of Parliament for
Northampton in a by-election in 1874. He left Parliament at the 1880 election when
Charles Bradlaugh, a strong Secularist, was elected but then disqualified for refusing
to take the Oath.

Charles died on the 24th June 1884 in St. Giles parish in central London, (possibly

still in his Temple apartment). See Part 5 regarding the installation of a window in St.
Mary's Church in his memory following his death.
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SON - LEWIS CHRISTOPHER MEREWETHER

Lewis Christopher Merewether (born 1824) was the youngest of the four brothers
who sadly lost his life by drowning in Coleorton fishpond at the age of 13 on the 1st
July 1837. He is buried alongside his father in St. Mary's church, graveyard,
Coleorton (see Part 8).

There follows a transcribed report of the melancholy incident from the Leicester
Chronicle - July 7th 1837:-

Another Death by Drowning

On Saturday, the 1%t inst., three sons of the Rev. Francis Merewether, accompanied
by a cousin who had come from Essex on a visit to the family, went to fish in a pond,
commonly called the reservoir (presumably Coleorton Fish Pond), in the lordship of
Coleorton. In the evening, Charles George Merewether went into the water to bathe,
and his (younger) brother Lewis Christopher expressed a wish to follow him. The
third brother, Henry Robert (the eldest), objected to it, unless he would have a rope
round his body; but the youth, without taking this precaution, shortly afterwards
jumped into the pond, having undressed without the knowledge of Henry, who was
only aware of the fact when he heard him splash into the water. Perceiving that his
brother struggled, and then sank, Henry, although he could swim but little, sprang in
to his assistance. His efforts unfortunately were to no avail; his brother never rose,
and he could not reach him under water. Meanwhile an alarm had been given by the
cousin; and Joseph Doughty, a Blacksmith, hastened to the pond, and, after
undressing, jumped in, and succeeded in finding the body. At the spot where it was
found, there were many weeds, in which the Blacksmith got entangled, but he could
not say whether the body was entangled in like manner. Three quarters of an hour
having elapsed from the time the youth sank until he was taken out, life was quite
extinct. — An inquest was held on Monday at Coleorton: verdict, “Accidental Death”.
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BROTHER OF THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER - HENRY
ALWORTH MEREWETHER (1781 - 1864) KC (King's Counsel) -

FERLEANT AY Law TOLICIYON CENGRAL TO Tmy QULEN

Henry Alworth Merewether (1781-1864) - Serjeant at Law -
Solicitor General to the Queen (copyright owned by the originator)

Henry Alworth Merewether, the elder brother of the Rev. Francis Merewether did not
survive Francis by more than a few hours, having expired at the family seat
Castlefield, Wilts on Thursday, July the 22 "¥ 1864 (the day after Francis died), in the
83 year of his age. He was born at Patford Street Calne in 1781.

His father Henry, born ¢.1735, was the guild steward of Calne, and Burgess of the
Borough. Like his brother Francis, Henry Alworth Merewether was first educated at
Reading Grammar School for boys with academy status under Richard Valpy. He
was called to the bar on the 5th of May 1809 to become a barrister, the year after his
first marriage to Eliza Maria Lockyer. Eliza was 17 years of age and Henry 29 when
they got married in 1808. They had twelve children, who were nephews and nieces of
the Rev. Francis Merewether. Their second youngest son Major General Sir William
Lockyer is of interest and there follows an overview of his achievements.
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Henry Alworth Merewether was subsequently created Serjeant at Law (England) of
White Hall Place on the 25th of June 1827, the most senior type of lawyer from which
judges were chosen. He practiced on the western circuit with great success

He was appointed a Recorder of Reading by the Mayor on 12th March 1830 and
Recorder of Yarmouth on 3rd April 1832. This required him to record the proceedings
of their courts and the customs of the Borough.

On the 24th May 1832, he became Solicitor General, and a Kings Counsel from to
1845. He received a Doctor of Civil Law degree from the University of Oxford.

Henry Alworth Merewether was elected Town Clerk of London on 23rd June 1842
over William Pritchard and became the High Bailiff of Southwark. He was a
distinguished barrister, defending the Corporation in the court of Chancery on several
occasions 'with great learning and ability'. He was involved in Parliamentry business
and was appointed Attorney - General to the Queen Dowager, Adelaide from 1846 to
1850. He became a King's Counsel with patent of precedence in 1853 and resigned
the office of Town Clerk on 10th February 1859.

Henry Alworth Merewether was also a renowned historian and writer on legal and
constitutional matters and was known for a speech he made in the court of Chancery
on Saturday, December 8th, 1849, upon the claim of the Commissioners of Woods
and Forests to the sea-shore, and the soil and bed of tidal harbours and navigable
rivers; the nature and extent of the claim, and its effect upon such property....... an
apparently definitive legal ruling that the Crown had 'no title in itself' to coastal waters
and estuaries, parts of which were claimed, with justification, by private individuals
and corporations.

He died at his family seat, Castlefield, near Calne, Wiltshire, on 22nd July 1864, at
age 83.

CASTLEFUELD,
8 i . B

Copyright of engraving owned by the originator
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MAJOR GENERAL SIR WILLIAM LOCKYER MEREWETHER
KGCI CB (6th FEB 1825 - 4th OCT 1880)

NEPHEW OF THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER AND SON
OF HIS BROTHER HENRY ALWORTH MEREWETHER

Major General William Lockyer Merewether (copyright owned by the originator)

William Lockyer Merewether, the son of Henry Alworth Merewether and Nephew of
the Rev. Francis Merewether, was born on the 6th of February 1825 at 51
Chancery Lane, Holborn, London and died 4th October 1880 at Linden Gardens,
Bayswater, London, and was buried in Brompton Cemetery. He received his
education at Westminster School from where he entered the Indian Bombay Army as
a second Lieutenant on 18th March 1841. In 1854, William Lockyer married Harriet
Dale, the youngest daughter of J. Dale Esq., of Coleshill, Warks and they had three
sons.

He served extensively for the British Indian Army as a soldier, engineer, political
officer and administrator in a number of places including India and Abyssinia. He
rose to the rank of Major General and was awarded the Knight Commander of the
Star of India (KGCI) and Companion of the Order of Bath (CB).

The Most Exalted Order of the Star of India is an order of chivalry founded by
Queen Victoria in 1861. The Order includes members of three classes:

1. Knight Grand Commander (GCSI)
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2. Knight Commander (KCSI)
3. Companion (CSI)

No appointments have been made since the 1948 New Year Honours, shortly after
the Partition of India in 1947. With the death in 2009 of the last surviving knight, the
Maharaja of Alwar, the order became dormant.

The motto of the order was "Heaven's Light Our Guide". The Star of India emblem,
the insignia of order, and the informal emblem of British India, was also used as the
basis of a series of flags to represent the Indian Empire.

The order was the fifth most senior British order of chivalry, following the Order of the
Garter, Order of the Thistle, Order of St Patrick and Order of the Bath. It is the senior
order of chivalry associated with the British Raj; junior to it is the Most Eminent Order
of the Indian Empire, and there is also, for women only, the Imperial Order of the
Crown of India.

k*kkkk

On 24 March 1843, William Lockyer Merewether served with the 21st regiment of
native infantry under Major-General Charles Napier in the victory of the Battle of
Hyderadad — the final step in the British conquest to annexe the Sindh as part of the
Bombay Presidency. William became a lieutenant on 5 April 1843. In 1846 he was
assigned to the reformed 2nd Regiment of Scinde Irregular Horse to patrol the north-
west border of Sindh. In 1847, with the frontier force of 133 horsemen, they defeated
700 of the Bhugti tribe, Baloch people, which secured Britain’s hold on the region.

The following is transcribed from the "Leicester Journal - December 17th 1847"
and relates to the above paragraph :-

THE ARMY
(From the Standard of Thursday the 9*")

To give a prominent place to the following document is not merely the discharge of a
debt of gratitude to the gallant young gentleman who is the subject of it, but to the
service and the country generally, it is in this way newspapers can be most useful to
the country. One can imagine how, in early youth, Nelson or Wellington would have
been delighted to know that his daring exploits, in however narrower a range, must
through the press become known to all his countrymen. Well we shall do our part to
make as many Nelson’'s and Wellington’s as we can; and we think we begin
auspiciously with the hero of 22 years old, of whom the following “Order” speaks:-

(Copy)

GENERAL ORDERS
BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
“Head quarters, Poona, Oct. 30, 1847”.

1st, Lieut. Merewether, second in command of the 1%t Scinde Irregular Horse, has,
with 132 men of that corps, executed a brilliant exploit. He routed and totally defeated
a body of 700 freebooters, belonging to the Boogtie tribe of Beloochees, on the 1%t
instant, who, notwithstanding quarter was repeatedly offered to them, obstinately
refused the boon and provoked their own destruction.

The coolness and military science this officer exemplified in taking up his
position; the promptness with which he wheeled his men into line, and the gallantry
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with which he instantly attacked his numerous enemy, merited the Commander in
Chief's warm approbation, which he thus publicly offered to Lieut. Merewether and
the men of the Scinde Horse who participated with him on this occasion.

The Scinde Horse, on every service which they have been employed, have
conducted themselves in the most gallant manner, and to Captain Jacob, who
commands, and has brought them to this state of perfection, the Commander in Chief
offers his deed of praise or approbation, and begs that officer will accept the high
opinion his Excellency entertains of his distinguished merit.

Supplementary information — The “Scinde Irregular Horse” or Scinde Horse”
was a part of the cavalry regiment of the British Indian Army which was formed in
1838 and was active in various forms until 1947. A good deal has been written about
this regiment for those who wish to carry out further research.

*kkkk

In 1848-49, William Merewether was appointed second-in-command of Sir George
Malcolm’s detachment of Scinde Horse, serving with the army of the Punjab, and
was present at the siege and surrender of Multan, the battle of Gujrat, and
occupation of Peshawar. When General Jacob was called to the Anglo-Persian War,
William Merewether was placed in charge of the Sindh. He managed to suppress not
only the rebellion of tribes, but the insubordination of his troops.

*kkkk

Merewether’s distinguished services from here-on were numerous. He was promoted
to captain on 23rd November 1856 and in 1859, he served as Assistant Field
Engineer with the Okamundel field force.

He was awarded the Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB) in 1860, and became
a Major on 18 March 1861, and was also nominated Military Secretary to the
government of Bombay. He was also a member of the Bombay Staff Corps formed in
1881

The military forces of the East India Company had captured the port of Aden
(Yemen) in 1839, and the British then ruled the town and its surrounds as part of the
Bombay Presidency. William resided in Aden from 1863-67.

As part of the Persian Wars, he was appointed Political Agent of Aden to deal with
Ahmed bin Abdulla, the Fadhli Sultan, who assembled a large force to destroy crops
intended to provided food for the British military base. In December 1865, William
Merewether despatched a small body of troops and eventually a Treaty was signed
by the Sultan in 1867. These operations, though subsequently approved by the
government, were carried out by Merewether on his own personal responsibility.

William Lockyer Merewether became a Lieutenant-Colonel on 18 March 1867 and
was appointed Chief Commissioner in Sindh on 12 June 1867, however, it was not
until July 1868 that he was free to take up the position which he served in until
September 1877.

On 15th August 1868, William Lockyer Merewether was promoted to Colonel, and to
Brigadier General on 24 August. He was also made Knight Commander of the Order
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of the Star of India for his work in negotiating with Emperor Tewodros |l of Abyssinia
and for assisting Sir Napier.

Having returned to his post as Commissioner of Sindh in 1869, Merewether was one
of the founding members of the Sind Club in 1871, and its first president. He returned
home to England in 1876 and was appointed a member of the Council of India 1877-
80.

William Lockyer Merewether is quoted as being "A generous, open-hearted
companion and sincere friend, universally popular, and generally acknowledged to be
a true soldier, a shrewd politician, and an enlightened administrator."

There are memorials to William Merewether, in the form of the landmark Merewether
Clock Tower in central Karachi, Pakistan and a ship pier named after him on Kiamari
Island in Karachi Harbour which was built in 1880, the year of his death

“

The Merewether Clock Tower - Central Karachi
(copyright owned by the originator)
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PART 8

THE DEATH OF THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER

His illness was but for a few days. On Sunday, July 17" 1864, he went through his
ordinary duties, on Monday he was somewhat unwell, and on Wednesday night he
died, retaining perfect consciousness to the last, closing without pain, a life of
uninterrupted usefulness, and leaving to his relatives and friends no cause of regret
save that of separation from one so loved and revered, and of the loss of those
services which, by God’s grace, he so faithfully rendered to his church and country.
Mr. Merewether was in his 81t year, and had held his preferment's for nearly fifty
years

The tombs of the Rev. Francis Merewether and his son
Lewis Christopher Merewether (died July 15t 1837 aged 13)
In St. Mary’s Churchyard, Coleorton - photograph taken by the author

The following article transcribed from the “Leicester Chronicle — July 7t 1837~
gives the sad details of how Louis Merewether died.

Another death by drowning — On Saturday, the 1% inst., three sons of the Rev.
Francis Merewether, accompanied by a cousin who had come from Essex on a visit
to the family, went to fish in a pond, commonly called the reservoir (presumably
Coleorton Fish Pond), in the lordship of Coleorton. In the evening, Charles George
Merewether went into the water to bathe, and his brother Lewis (should be spelt
Louis) expressed a wish to follow him. The third brother, Henry Robert, objected to it,
unless he would have a rope round his body; but the youth, without taking this
precaution, shortly afterwards jumped into the pond, having undressed without the
knowledge of Henry, who was only aware of the fact when he heard him splash into
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the water. Perceiving that his brother struggled, and then sank, Henry, although he
could swim but little, sprang in to his assistance. His efforts unfortunately were to no
avail; his brother never rose, and he could not reach him under water. Meanwhile an
alarm had been given by the cousin; and Joseph Doughty, a Blacksmith, hastened to
the pond, and, after undressing, jumped in, and succeeded in finding the body. At the
spot where it was found, there were many weeds, in which the Blacksmith got
entangled, but he could not say whether the body was entangled in like manner.
Three quarters of an hour having elapsed from the time the youth sank until he was
taken out, life was quite extinct. — An inquest was held on Monday at Coleorton:

verdict, “Accidental Death”.

THE END
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