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Leicester Evening Mail – July 22nd 1935 

 

VILLAGERS HELP THE HOSPITALS 
 
The hospitals of Derby, Leicester, Loughborough are to benefit by a fete on Saturday 
on the New Lount Colliery Sports Ground at Newbold (Gelsmoor) 
 
It was the first annual effort to be organized by the villages of Newbold, Griffydam, 
Gelsmoor and Peggs Green. Mr. Frank Hodges, the managing director of the 
Leicestershire Colliery & Pipe Co., performed the opening ceremony, and Mr. J. G. 
Pickard said the Leicester Royal Infirmary would receive its 10,000th in-patient this 
year. 
 
A fancy dress parade was headed by the Ibstock United Silver Prize Band and the 
Shardlow Jazz Band also took part in the parade of the district. A horticultural show, 
football match and ox-roasting were included in the programme. 
 

 
 

FRANK HODGES 
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THE ANNUAL OX ROASTING EVENT 
 

 
 

 

The Ox was roasted over hot coals, whilst being rotated on a shaft in bearings at 
either end. To one end, was attached a cart-wheel, which was rotated in turns by the 
public. It is hoped that older readers will be able to identify the people in the 
photograph, as this has not been possible to date. The young boy on the right with 
the cap, is thought to be Herbert Hodges, and the older boy Ron Bancroft. The 
person with them wearing the cap is possibly Ron Hodges. It was thought that the Ox 
was supplied by Kidger’s Butchers of School Lane who feature in an earlier article. 
Mrs. Kidger is actually the lady basting the Ox. On her left is Violet Hodges who lived 
in Providence Chapel house, and the lady right at the back is Bertha Richards, who 
was the wife of Jim Richards the baker from School Lane. 
 
It seems, that one of the highlights of the “Ox Roast“, was the auctioning off of the 
first slice of beef. This went for £202 in 1939 which was a lot of money at that time, 
and the person who paid this must have been quite a wealthy benefactor. It is said 
that everyone received a free slice of beef in their cob also 
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FRIDAY 23RD AUGUST 1935 
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Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 17 July 1937 

 
NEWBOLD - OX ROASTING 

 
An attraction for the visitors of the Newbold District near Ashby today, was the Third 
annual Hospital Carnival. The two previous efforts produced nearly £500 for local 
hospitals' 
 One of the outstanding events was the picturesque ceremony of the crowning 
of the Queen, Miss Eva Springthorpe, by Mrs. Hodges. 
 The opening was performed by Mr. Frank Hodges on the "New Lount Colliery 
Athletic Ground". 
 Various attractions included Ox-Roasting, a Carnival procession and dancing. 
Mr. Idwal Taylor is the Hon. Secretary. 
 
 
 
Leicester Evening Mail – June 27th 1938 

 
NEWBOLD’S GOLDEN OX  

 
Newbold and District Hospital’s Committee claim a national record for the amount of 
money raised for the fist slice of a roasted ox.  When their fete for Leicester, Derby, 
Loughborough and Ashby Hospitals was held on Saturday, the first slice realized  
£161  10s.  6d. 
 Over 2,500 people attended and the record of last year, £315, is believed to 
have been broken. 
 A feature was the crowning of the beauty queen, Miss Gwen Warrington, of 
Griffydam, by Mrs. Frank Hodges. 
  
The parade prize-winners were Mrs. Kidger, Miss Adcock, Mrs. Bomlroff, Miss Freda 
Griffin, Kenneth Springthorpe and G. Townsend. 
  
Mrs. Hodges, who opened the fete, started the bidding for the first slice of the ox by 
offering £10  10s. 
  
Griffydam (13 for three) beat Newbold (11 all out) for the Griffydam and District 
Charity Cricket Cup. Newbold Social Club won the tug-of-war. In the evening, dances 
were held. Mr. Edward Martin is chairman of the committee; Mr. Idwal Taylor, hon. 
Secretary; and Mr. J. B. Mackie, hon. treasurer 
 

 


